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When the big one strikes, you’ll be glad 
your line is a South Bend. They're the lines you can trust — 


BLACK-ORENO LINE 

World-famed bait casting 
line. Waterproofed, hard- 
braided, long wearing. Guar- 
anteed. Nylon or silk. $ 1.20 
up per 50 yard spool. 


EXCEL-ORENO LINE 

Nylon level sizes G to C 
$ 1.85 up; double tapers HEH, 
HDH, HCH $ 9 ; bug tapers 
GAF, GBF, GCG $ 9 . Silk 
priced slightly higher. 



Oren-O-Matic Reels 

The balanced reels. Most 
popular automatic fly rod 
reels ever made. Free-strip- 
ping. Silent. $10 and $10.50. 



Level-Wind Anti- 
Back-Lash Reels 

The original and genuine. 
Favorites of bait casters. 
7 models $6.75 to $25. 


even when the hitting is the hardest. Nothing is spared 
to make them the finest, easiest casting, longest wearing 
lines that it is possible to make. You’ll make no mistake 
in selecting South Bend lines . . . they’re the favorites of 
millions of fishermen. 




No. 973 Bass-Oreno 

Famous fish -getter. World’s 
greatest and most imitated 
lure. 6 finishes. H oz. $1.10. 
4 smaller sizes, 65 c to 90c. 
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No. 910 Nip-I-Diddee 

A new, semi-weedless, high- 
floating surface lure. Effec- 
tive, fish-tempting action. 
Six finishes. =s oz. $1.25. 











#411 South Bender 

The perfect casting rod — 
has live, supple action. Sol- 
id alloy tip weighs only 314 
oz. Lgths. 4Tl',5'6\ $13.50. 


Bamboo Fly Rods 

Beautifully built of selected, 
split Tonkin cane for smooch 
action. Dry fly and bass or 
steelhead models. $15 to $35. 


South Bend 


FREE! Netv Book on Fishing — Every 
fisherman needs "Fishing- What Tackle and 
When"— 76 pages of fishing hints, fish pic- 
tures, fish records, tackle. Write for it now / 
SOUTH BEND BAIT CO., 600 High St. South Bend 23. Ind. 




1 


Harding s Magazine 

Columbia River Chinooks 


By Dr. Todd V. Boyce 

pARLY this spring the hidden longing 
■*-' to buy a boat came to the surface, 
and when my friend, Mr. Harold Rupard, 
of Bremerton, phoned me that he knew 
of a good buy over there, I jumped on 
the ferry and went over to inspect the 
craft. Mr. Rupard met me at the dock 
and we drove out along the bay to the 
address. The boat was a good one with 
trailer and motor, so before I left, the 
sale was made and I was the owner of 
my first sixteen foot outboard motor 
boat. 

Pishing in Puget Sound is more or 
less spotty. The King Salmon and Sil- 
vers seem to have no special time to 
come into the rivers. They come into 
the Sound all through the summer and 
seem to be at their full run the latter 
part of August and, September, when 
the fishing is good. Boats are scarce 
or not to be had at all, unless early 
reservations are made. To overcome this 
problem a fisherman must have his own 
boat — hence my purchase. 

Reports came from Neah Bay, out on 
Cape Flattery, that the Kings were com- 
ing in, so the second of July found us 
— my wife; Jimmy, aged seven; and 
myself on the way to the fishing grounds. 

Early the 4th, the three of us were on 
the water. The wind came up and huge 
ground swells began to roll. My wife and 
Jimmy became seasick and I was forced 
to return. Later in the day I went out 
alone and fished. I first used a yellow 
Rosegard plug — then a pearl pink Mar- 
tin. Like all fishermen, I kept trying. 
After perhaps an hour and one-half I 
changed to a copper spoon. I eased 
out the spoon on two hundred feet of 
line and trolled along. The wind had 
died down and the sun came out. It 
was glorious — then wham! My limber 
rod almost doubled,. The fish sounded 
then almost as quickly, came to the 
surface and broke water. He was almost 
two hundred feet away, but I got a 
good look at him — a dandy. I played 
him for fifteen minutes and gradually 
eased him to the boat. Several times he 
broke water and at closer range — I 
estimated his weight at forty pounds. 
When fifteen feet from the boat and, 
with his dorsal fin sticking out of the 
water, he made a terrific surge straight 
away. I had my thumb over the reel 
knob and before I could remove it, he 
straightened out my pole and line — 
snapped the forty-two pound wire lead- 
er, and was gone. I have handled big 
fish before — this was a new thing — 
I made a mistake and lost a fish. 

The remainder of my stay the weather 
was bad and I fished but little. July 
6th found me back on the job, but de- 
termined to get my quota of salmon 
before the season’s end. 

My parking lot owner informed me 
about the fishing at the mouth of the 
Columbia River. The fish began coming 
in the latter part of August, and so he 
told me to be there, if at all possible. 
Before the day’s work was over I made 
the decision to go. Those who go must 
have their own equipment — tents, 
boats, trailers, motors, etc. I had that. 
It was quite a distance to haul a boat, 
some two hundred miles, but August 20th 
found us on our way. I had planned a 
week's vacation, and although it was 
raining, we were happy. 

(Continued on page 23) 
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AUTOMATIC REEL j ! 
3 FT. LEADER WTJH 
DROPPER LOOP 
2 SPLIT SHOT I ^ 
YOUNG CRAWFISH 
BASS BUG I 
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BOTTOM My EYE . . 

/ GOT TWO ON ... 

WATCH IT... YOU'RE GONNA 
FOUL THE ANCH0R)R0PE 


EVER TRY TO BOAT 4 LBS. 

OF JACK PERCH THRASHIH' 
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/YORrc/v Mortimer Norton, known to 
thousands of fishermen as “Old Hi”, is author of 
the popular books “Fishing for the Millions” and 
“Salt Water Sports Fishing.” He is also angling 
editor of the Outdoor Sportsman. 
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HI TACKLE 


NO THRILLS IN PAN FISN/N'. . OH YEAH ? 


HORROCKS IBBOTSON CO., UTICA, N.Y. 


Manufacturers of the Largest Line of Fishing Tackle in the World 



GOVERNOR FLY ROD . . . 512.00 


Plenty of balanced action in this popular priced rod 
of genuine Tonkin bamboo, flame finished. Nickel 
ferrules . . . tungsten snake guides . . . locking reel seat. 



UTICA AUTOMATIC 
FLY REEL 


No 6 — $8.00 No 5 — 57 00 

A fishing-tested “stream- 
liner.” Free stripping . . . 
lightest weight . . greatest 
line capacity of any auto 
reel made. 
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CHIEF LEVEL WIND $3.50 


A sturdy, dependable reel 
with black plastic side 
plates, steel bearings and 
spiral gears. A typical 
H-I value. 

OLD GOLD SILK FLY LINE 
Level J 2. 00 — Tapered $10.00 

Pliable, glass smooth oil finish. 
.... H - 1 lines are smoother 
casting, longer lasting. Won't 
swell or become tacky. 


Means FISHING TACKLE 
for EVERY FISHERMAN 
and EVERY KIND of FISHING 

BETTER BUY H-I 
AT YOUR 
DEALER’S 

FREE ““ Old Hi's famous 

fishing books-“Fishing for 
the Millions” and "Salt 
Water Sports Fishing ”. 

Get your copies now. Write 
H-I, Dept. G, Utica, N.Y. 
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Pflueger Reels 

Take Pflueger Reels on any fishing 
trip and you’ll do more and better 
fishing. Their construction adds to 
the skill of any angler. Materials 
and workmanship used in Pflueger 
Reels give you the results of 85 
years of Pflueger experience in 
building fine fishing tackle. The 
Enterprise Manufacturing Com* 
pany, Akron 9, Ohio. 


SEE YOUR FISHING TACKLE DEALER 



PFLUEGER 


PFLUEGER 

(Pronounced Flew*ger) 

A GREAT NAME IN TACKLE 

L- . 
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ROBERT PAGE LINCOLN 


Some Facts And Fancies 

By Robert Page Lincoln 


S OME time ago in Fur-Fish-Game 
and in other outdoor magazines 
I warned of the grave danger be- 
setting the mountain regions of 
the West, which danger is most proper- 
ly exemplified by the invasion of high- 
country areas toy the cattlemen and the 
sheepmen whose livestock has been 
steadily on the increase and threatens 
to rob the high region of its grass by 
gnawing the same down to the very 
roots. It was over-grazing over much 
of the plains region that brought on the 
dust storms of some years ago, in that 
the cattle and sheep grubbed the grass 
off down to its roots thus giving the 
winds access to the soil and so tearing 
the remaining hold the grass had on the 
soil, whirling it away in huge dust clouds. 
As stated, the dust storms were largely 
traceable to this over-grazing condition; 
and nothing was done to halt the alarm- 
ing condition until it was virtually too 
late. 

I believe that a careful study has 
been made of grazing conditions in the 
plains region and it is possible that if 
plans are carried out that have been 
made the dust storms will not again be- 
come a national problem, and surely a 
problem of the West. However, it is also 
true that the mountain region of the 
West, if invaded by the allied cattle and 
sheep interests will provoke an even 
greater peril than that evidenced by 
the late-lamented dust storms in the 
plains region. 

It is a well known fact that the cattle 
and sheep interests are looking with 
covetous eyes on the public lands and 
forest areas of the West, in fact it has 
been said by some of the livestock in- 
terests that they will soon have access 
to all of these restricted areas and will 
turn their stock in on these protected 
government holdings. Thus our national 
parks and forests in the West are not 
as safe as one would suspect. 

How the right to invade these areas 
will be brought about, no one knows 
but word has gone around that the pres- 
ent administration will see to it that the 
cattlemen and the sheepmen get what 
they want within the next few years, 
if not sooner. 

The first blow to be struck will be the 
elimination of the soil conservation de- 
partment and then a softening up period 
in which it will be stressed that there 
is a most urgent need for the produc- 
tion of more and more meat. That would 
mean the seeking of new forage areas, 
and such areas now are to be found 
only in the public lands, the forest areas 
and the national forests. Already there 
has been an invasion, to some extent, of 
such lands but this is but a few nips of 
grass so to speak in comparison to what 
is to come when hundreds of thousands 
ot acres of the high country will be 
thrown open to the cattlemen and sheep- 
raisers. Already the erosion peril has 


obtained new impetus and when these 
hills and slopes are systematically grazed 
there will be increased erosion for there 
will be nothing to hold back the water 
that will eat into the slopes and so 
wash away the soil. 

Up to date this grass has flourished 
in the high country. But let the cattle 
and sheep in and that grass will dis- 
appear as if by magic and nothing but 
denuded hills will result, with nothing 
to dam and hold the water back. Thus 
the erosion peril will become the great- 
est peril that the West has to face. Al- 
ready the streams are being swelled 
with eroded soil to the extent that some 
of them, normally fairly clear, now look 
like the Missouri River at its worst. 

What will happen when the mountain 
region, the forest areas and the national 
forests are grazed over is anyone’s guess. 
The floods which in recent years have 
menaced the West are largely trace- 
able to excessive over-grazing already. 
What will happen later on when the 
whole hill country, now protected, will 
be grazed over? To say that we are on 
the way to making the entire West a 
desert is not just an intimation of things 
to come but is a concrete truth. 

It is possible that from now on you 
will hear voices raised in opposition to 
the cattlemen and sheep-raisers in the 
West, although to date it has been my 
impression that conservationists in the 
West have been lukewarm and hesitant 
with regard to voicing their feelings 
in any matters having to do with saving 
the West out-of-doors from ruination. 
John Baumann, outfitter at Ketchum, 
Idaho has been one of the outspoken 
westerners who has taken up the cud- 
gels in behalf of saving the Primitive 
Area of Idaho. Baumann states regard- 
ing the Idaho situation: 

“The situation in the Idaho mountain 
country, with regard to conservation and 
preservation of its wild life, is at a 
critical climax. The approximately com- 
plete utilization of all the National For- 
est mountain country that can support 
domestic sheep or wild life, has been 
guided to a great extent by the desires 
of the woolgrowers and has limited the 
wild life of the same to little more than 
that required as seed for the possible 
time when conservation of the National 
Forests may again be in practice. The 
only real exceptions to this general con- 
dition have been two Primitive Areas 
and one mountain area at the southern 
edge of the state that is mostly cattle 
range, and, as a controlled deer hunt- 
ing area is not of much interest save 
as a meat-shooting region. The one of 
these Primitive Areas has been, as I 
told you, the one and only large moun- 
tain area in the United States that con- 
tained all of the mountain wild life in 
its original condition and abundance, un- 
modified. unfed, unfenced, by man. But 
within the past ten years the works 
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THE LAND OF ENCHANTMENT 
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Once You Have Shared It 
You'll Never Forget It 

B ou will remember it for its mighty 
mountains, its rugged canyons and 
sweeping mesas... for its great pine 
and spruce and fir forests threaded 
by tumbling, crystal clear streams. 
• You will remember it for its excel- 
lent camping spots and playgrounds 
scattered throughout more than 
eight million acres of foothill and 
mountain country set aside as National 
Forests and reached by fine, safe roads. 

You will remember it for its scenic 
grandeur, its peace and solitude, its 
magnificent sunrises and sunsets, and 
for its very vastness. Once you have 
shared these things you 
will never forget them! 




Room 1273 , State Capitol • Santa Fe.New Mexico 

Please send free: □ New booklet “Land of Enchantment* 
□ Official Highway Mop, □ New Mexico "Recreation Map" 
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THE NATION'S VACATION REGION 

PARK RAPIDS, MINNESOTA 

Gateway to Itasca Slate Park. Headwaters of Mississippi- Man- 
trap Valley — Crow Wing Lakes Region — Minnesota’s Finest — 
invites you to spend a real vacation in a region of clear lakes 
(425 of 'em), sandy bathing beaches, fragrant pines, the great- 
est variety of fishing. 

Accommodations to fit any budget. — Easy to reach by car, bus, 
train or plane. 

Write for free colored brochure with maps and resort listings, 
and 1949 ed. Golden Book of Fishing information. 84 pages 
include 2639 good catches made in ’49 with lake where each 
catch made. Address Sec’y. 

C. & C. ASS N. PARK RAPIDS, MINN. 




of the Forest Service have been appar- 
ently in the direction of immediate re- 
sults for potent private pressures, and 
away from the conservation and preser- 
vation of this great National property. 
Their works have included, and in a 
large part, accomplished, destruction of 
this Primitive Area of Idaho. They have 
included destruction of much of the 
Area’s wild life! 

“In your mind,” continues Baumann, 
“why should the Forest Service person- 
nel destroy this Primitive Area? The 
only reason or reasons must be the rea- 
sons of pressure or inducement by per- 
sons who may profit by having it avail- 
able for other utilization. Due to the 
very deep canyons and the abrupt ter- 
rain the area has no feasible utilization 
save to be exploited for its original 
ground vegetation, with domestic sheep. 
If so grazed over it would mean that 
those steep slopes would lose their in- 
valuable soil cover, it would destroy the 
Area's value as a watershed, and with- 
in a few years it would cease to be eith- 
er suitable for domestic animals, let 
alone wild life. Even now the penetra- 
tion of the upper slopes of the drainage 
of the ‘was-to-be’ Primitive Area by 
domestic sheep, has resulted in soil 
movement to the extent that the Middle 
Fork River, which drains the Area, is 
running muddy in the springtime in- 
stead of clear as it was years ago. In 
addition to this destruction of vegeta- 
tion and terrain, the sands from the soil 
washed from the upper slopes, are now 
covering gravels of the stream bottom 
with most unfortunate effect upon the 
trout, as the interstices in the gravels 
that are now becoming sand-filled, are 
essential for the developing and produc- 
tion of food for the trout. The cover- 
ing of the gravel with sand also means 
the smothering of the eggs and the 
young of the salmon that spawn in the 
gravels. 

“Th,e situation Is serious. It is very 
serious if we have any intention of com- 
prehensively conserving and preserving 


the National Forests of this Idaho moun- 
tain country. In addition to utilizing 
the summer range of the wild life as 
grazing tracts for domestic sheep there 
has been the making of many landing 
strips for airplanes, coupled with a 
wide-open invitation to private and com- 
mercial pilots that they use these land- 
ing strips. In this respect, most of these 
landing strips have been made at, or 
near, the bottom of the canyons, as for 
instance on the Middle Fork River, 
which is in the winter range of the 
wild life but more particularly the win- 
ter range of the deer. To aid in accom- 
plishing the destruction of the wild life 
there has been accomplished an exten- 
sion of the open season on deer on their 
winter range to one month after the 
normal season in the mountain coun- 
try. This extension of the season carries 
the open season on the deer over in- 
to the time w-hen the snow of the high 
country has driven the deer down on- 
to the winter range in close proximity 
of the landing fields, where they may 
be killed off approximately in total. The 
average estimate of the men most famil- 
iar with the wildlife of the area, at 
both before the Forest Service destruc- 
tion efforts and at now, places the re- 
maining deer at approximately 20% of 
estimate of years ago. Additional de- 
struction of the deer congregated on the 
winter range, which would include bucks, 
does and fawns, in this so-called Primi- 
tive Area, is going ahead at the time of 
this writing, November, 1948. The con- 
dition of the other wild life is little 
or no improvement over that of the 
deer. In the case of the mountain goats 
and big horn sheep of the region, these 
may be spotted by airplanes working 
from the landing fields. Incidental to 
that, and very important, I must tell 
you that the unattended landing fields 
provided by the Forest Service in this 
so-called “last stand of our wildlife in 
its original home" has been a heavily 
accepted invitation to the destructive 
elements of this and surrounding states. 
The destructive element in this case 
are persons who recognize no seasons, 
no slightest sense of conservation and no 
limits as applied, to themselves. This 
battle of destruction versus preservation 
is at a very critical point in this portion 
of Idaho right now. The decision must 
soon be made by yourself and others 
as to whether the fish and game of this 
Area is to be sacrificed at the hands of 
an incompetent Forest Service, or wheth- 
er some other department might be 
devised to see to it that the region is 
preserved in its entirety. Personally I 
am of the opinion that if conservation 
here is to be accomplished, then this 
Primitive Area would best be taken 
from the administration of the Forest 
Service and turned over to some agency 
whose personnel have not been deflected 
away from National property conserva- 
tion purposes. I would certainly recom- 
mend to you, that if we intend to keep 
vegetation cover, soil cover, wild life 
on the Nationl Forest within our moun- 
tain areas that these National Forests 
be entirely and immediately withdrawn 
from utilization for the grazing of do- 
mestic sheep; and be kept so until such 
time as the administration of the moun- 
tain National Forests may have worked 
out some plan that will prevent their 
being grazed over the ridges and basins 
of the higher altitudes, as also on all 
the high ridges and steep slopes. None 
of these can stand, this ceaseless graz- 
ing as you doubtless know. There is no 
evidence at present that there will be 
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any correction of these matters. It is 
a national problem. It is national land 
administered by a national agency. Time 
should not be lost. This type of destruc- 
tion to a large extent, is permanent!” 
The Forest Service Viewpoint 
In many ways Mr. Baumann’s asser- 
tions could be duplicated by observa- 
tions of other individuals in other sec- 
tions of the West. As to whether Mr. 
Baumann has exaggerated the amount 
of harm being done in the Primitive 
Area of Idaho is something that must 
be decided first by obtaining the point 
of view of the Forest Service in the mat- 
ter and then again from accredited 
sportsmen and conservation organiza- 
tions of the state. It is, in other words, 
a case of sifting all viewpoints to get 
at the heart of the matter. One might 
be led to believe (true or otherwise) 
that Mr. Baumann has exaggerated the 
amount of harm being done, while, on 
the other hand, one might 'believe (true 
or otherwise) that the Forest Service 
has built an airtight case for itself by 
showing the amount of good being done; 
that opposing remarks are misleading 
and do not detail the true facts of the 
case. Hence several viewpoints have to 
be sounded out. Of course the Forest 
Service should have the true facts and 
we are glad to say that we have ob- 
tained facts on this Idaho Primitive 
Area that should be presented in print. 
Our concern so far as over-grazing is 
concerned, and the possibility of open- 
ing the national forests and forest 
areas to the grazing of cattle and sheep 
is concerned, is not lulled to sleep nec- 
essarily by pleasant writings. We know 
that there is due to be an onslaught on 
the national forests and like areas in 
the interest of grazing. Therefore, while 
conditions now may not have approached 
over-grazing, still there lurks the dan- 
ger of the government, through high- 
financed pressure, yielding to the live- 
stock growers of the West; and they 
might do so willingly since their slogan 
of “meat and more meat” will be one 
of the things they aim will keep them 
in power — and we do mean the present 
administration. 

Following are the remarks of Mr. W. 
B. Rice, Regional Forester, Ogden, Utah 
regarding the Primitive Area of Idaho: 

“For your information there are six 
primitive areas in this region under the 
administration of the Forest Service. 
They include the High Uintas in Utah, 
the Bridger and Teton Primitive Areas 
in Wyoming, the Hoover in the High 
Sierras of California and the Sawtooth 
and Idaho Primitive Areas in Idaho. All 
of these primitive areas were created up- 
on the recommendations of the Region- 
al Forester and by approval of the 
Chief of the Forest Service. It should 
be said that all but the Idaho Primi- 
tive Area were created from solid fed- 
eral ownerships. They are all smaller 
than the Idaho Primitive Area. They 
do not contain private lands with pri- 
vate developments on them nor mineral- 
ized area and mineral operations to com- 
plicate the administration of them. These 
five areas do not contain anywhere near 
the vast acreage and volume of timber 
to magnify the problem of forest fire 
protection. These areas do not represent 
any serious fire protection problems. 
They have no landing fields nor do we 
have plans for any such developments 
in them. In substance these are all fine 
areas and have no serious problems 
within them which are adverse to the 
purposes of wilderness area protection. 

“These primitive areas are all grazed 


to some extent by livestock under per- 
mit, although much of the heavily tim- 
bered area and rough country is waste 
from a livestock grazing standpoint. 
Managed grazing of livestock under per- 
mit, as you perhaps know, may be an 
authorized use of a primitive or a wilder- 
ness area. The objective in livestock 
management in the national forest is 
to maintain productivity of the forage 
species and other cover and to prevent 
erosion. Some harvesting of the forage 
by grazing to reduce inflammable cover 
is an aid to forest fire control in much 
of the interior area. 

“The Idaho Primitive Area represents 
an entirely different situation. When it 
was created on March 17, 1931 it con- 
tained 1,087,744 acres. On June 14, 1937 
it was enlarged by an additional 145,- 
000 acres making a total area of 1,232,- 
744 acres. As now bounded, it includes 
a portion of the Payette, Challis. Salmon 
and Boise National Forests. It is a big 
interior region. The present area is 
about equal to an average sized national 
forest. 

“This primitive area contains approxi- 
mately five billion feet of timber. With- 
in the area there are an average of 
about 70 fires started from lightning 
annually. More than 100 have occurred 
in one high hazard season. In times past, 
severe damage to cover and watersheds 
has occurred. Large forest fires have 
been the cause for considerable damage 
to certain of the watershed areas. A 
problem of erosion follows until cover is 
adequately restored. Fire protection 
over the years has been a big and very 
difficult problem. However, much prog- 
ress has been made in recent years in 
reducing the 'burned area losses through 
the smoke jumper methods of fire con- 
trol, by which trained fire fighters para- 
chute from airplanes to supress fires. 
There are yet about 25 patented home- 
steads and 81 patented mining claims in 
the area. Most of these were patented 
prior to the creation of the primitive 
area and nearly all prior to the creation 
of the national forest. There is quite a 
large coverage of active and inactive 
mining locations over many of the drain- 
ages. It is well established that certain 
portions of this primitive area do con- 
tain valuable deposits of mineral. It con- 
tains the historical Thunder Mountain 
mining district, also the Dewey and 
Sunnyside mines in addition to some new 
discoveries. You perhaps also know that 
the wilderness area regulations of the 
Department of Agriculture do not operate 
to interfere with the mining laws nor 
with the regulations of the Department 
of the Interior governing prospecting 
and mining. Certain of the private 
ownerships are used for commercial re- 
sorts and other private tracts are poten- 
tial for similar development. The private 
tracts are also more or less used for 
the grazing of livestock. There are air- 
plane landing fields on six privately 
owned tracts and one on state land. 

“The Forest Service, as you doubtless 
know, has no jurisdiction over any of 
these private lands or their use, includ- 
ing the use of these landing fields, even 
though they are located in the primi- 
tive area. An exception, of course, is in 
the event an unpatented mining loca- 
tion is being used illegally for purposes 
other than mining. 

“It should be said that the State of 
Idaho, under the Pittman-Robertson 
Act, has acquired a few private tracts 
to provide winter range for game. How- 
ever, the tracts which have been de- 
veloped for resort use or which are po- 



Yes Sir! Here's where the big ones bite . . . 
where there's fun for everyone . . . hunting, 
fishing, golfing, camping ... relaxing! Nothing 
could be better than Minnesota with its pine 
forests, superb roads, and clear sparkling 
lakes. The invigorating, pollen -free atmos- 
phere is ideal for those who suffer from 
hay-fever. 

Accommodations? You'll find just what you're 
looking for, from hospitable hotels in metro- 
politan cities to rustic resorts, pleasant 
cottages, cabins and camp sites set amid the 
splendor of Minnesota's unsurpassed scenery. 
And this year Minnesota’s Territorial Centen- 
nial celebrations offer special events of 
interest all year long. You can’t beat Minnesota 
for a REAL vacation. 

Says . . . 

Mr. James Anderson 
of Fargo, No. Dakota 
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• You haven’t really known a 
vacation paradise unless you've 
taken one of those famous Float 
Fishing Trips in the Missouri 
Ozarks. Yes, sir! . . . it’s out 
of this world . . . floating down 
a lively stream where those far- 
famed, fighting small-mouth bass 
dare you to come and take 'em. 
Constantly changing scenery and 
fishing waters. Gay nights around 
the campfire. Peaceful sleep with 
Nature singing a lullaby. A razor- 
sharp appetite . . . and good food 
to satisfy it! 

You do the fishing; the guides 
do all the work. All provisions 
furnished. Come on . . . 
^ just bring your fishing 
tackle ! 
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tential for such development will require 
bigger money to acquire. How and when 
such funds will be available for the ac- 
quisition of the private resort areas is 
something for the future to unfold. The 
more restriction placed on the use of 
national forest lands, the more valuable 
do the private lands become and the 
more difficult it is to acauire or retain 
them in public ownership. 

“The only authority the Forest Serv- 
ice has to acquire private lands in this 
area is by donation or by exchange based 
on the watershed, timber and grazing 
values. Federal acquisition by exchange, 
we have found, is not a safe procedure 
to follow here since the Attorney Gen- 
eral in very recent years has ruled that 
lands acquired by exchange are again 
subject to location under the mining 
laws. There would, therefore, be a 
threat of losing land, so acquired. Traces 
of gold can be found over most of these 
drainages. While mineral showing may 
not be sufficient in many cases to war- 
rant the issuance of a patent, it may 
be sufficient under the present laws and 
regulations of the Department of the 
Interior to allow a prospector to hold 
a claim for quite an indefinite period in 
the hope of developing a producing 
mine out of it. 

“It will be understood from the above 
that the creation of the Idaho Primitive 
Area was, in part at least, more of an 
objective of what may be made of it. 
This large area could not be created out 
of all virgin area in solid federal owner- 
ships free of complicated situations, as 
were the other five areas, one of which 
is also in Idaho. It has not yet, there- 
fore, been officially created as a Wilder- 
erness Area under the revised regula- 
tions of the Secretary of Agriculture. 

“The conditions under which this 
primitive area was created provided for 
the construction of low standard motor 
ways for fire control purposes. However, 
the efficiency with which the smoke 
jumper method of control has been de- 
veloped has relieved the necessity of 
constructing the motor ways. It was nec- 
essary, however, to construct landing 
fields for emergency use, to permit the 
quick return of the trained crew to its 
base or other points of need and for 
rapid transfer of equipment from area 
to area. Our fire control organization 
considers it absolutely essential in re- 
deeming its responsibilities in fire con- 
trol to have either the network of motor 
ways as originally planned, or to have 
these emergency landing fields available 
for the safety of our crews, in the pro- 
tection of this million and a quarter 
acres. There is a great risk to personnel 
involved in the detection and suppres- 
sion of forest fires in this area. Emer- 
gency landing fields are necessary. The 
safety of our personnel must be given 
adequate consideration in connection 
with this hazardous employment. It can 
be readily understood that there is far 
less marring of the landscape by the con- 
struction of a few landing fields than 
there would be by the construction of a 
system of motor ways to the interior for 
fire protection purposes. Present meth- 
ods of control are far more efficient 
than the slower ground transportation 
methods formerly used. Six landing 
fields on national forest land are now 
in use. 

“The Wildlife is under the jurisdiction 
of the State. There is, however, close 
coordination between the State Game 
Department of Idaho, the Idaho Wild- 
life Federation and the Forest Service 
in the harvesting of the game crop pro- 


duced. Some of the unfavorable factors 
in harvesting the excess is the heavy 
spoilage of meat in transit. The limited 
capacity of the range suitable for win- 
ter grazing, in relation to the present 
population of deer and elk, now also 
present a very difficult management 
problem. For example, the deer herd in 
the middle fork of Salmon River has 
pyramided to high peaks three times 
to become out of balance with its avail- 
able winter food supply in the past two 
decades, only to be reduced severely 
by starvation losses. Such over-grazing 
has progressively reduced the produc- 
tivity of the winter range for deer. There 
is, however, a fair recovery of the deer 
herd for the take of game is low be- 
cause of the inaccessibility of the coun- 
try. The estimated population of deer 
and elk when the area was created in 
comparison to the census taken for 1948 
is as follows: 

Time of Creation 1948 Census 
Deer 18,000 18,600 

Elk 1,000 6,000 

The normal expected annual increase 
from this stock of game is estimated 
to be about 25 per cent for deer and 
about 18 per cent for elk or roughly 
4,600 deer and 1,000 elk. 

“The problem of harvesting the crop 
of game produced each year and the 
importance of combining airplane and 
pack horse transportation for more 
rapid movement to prevent spoilage of 
meat in transit, is well-known to the 
State Department and to the Idaho 
Wildlife Federation. It should be said 
also that there is not the horse feed 
at many of the strategic points of need 
on the main routes of travel to supply 
feed for all the transportation stock 
which would be needed to harvest the 
annual game crop. It, therefore, is not 
entirely feasible to adequately harvest 
the game crop by pack horse methods 
alone. 

“The number of livestock grazed un- 
der permit upon the creation of the 
primitive area in relation to the num- 
ber now authorized to graze is as fol- 
lows: 

Time of Creation 1948 Census 

No. of Permittees 22 15 

Cattle & Horses 465 297 

Sheep 17,850 5,400 

The number of transportation stock is 
now estimated to be 650 annually. This 
is several times the number which were 
grazed upon the creation of the primi- 
tive area. The feed for transportation 
stock along the narrow drainage bot- 
toms is becoming a serious problem in 
certain portions of the primitive area. 
You will understand from the above that 
there has been no invasion of new live- 
stock use but rather there has been a 
substantial reduction over the number 
which were permitted when the area 
was created, excepting for transporta- 
tion stock. No use by the established 
permittees. The sheep allotments com- 
prise less than 10 per cent of the gross 
area. It can be seen that with only 297 
cattle and 5,400 sheep permitted on this 
one and a quarter million acres in 1948 , 
there is much misinformation in cir- 
culation concerning the extent of graz- 
ing in this primitive area. 

“There was one improved landing field 
on private land and two on National For- 
est land in use prior to the creation of 
the primitive area. There is evidently 
some misunderstandings as to the au- 
thorized uses when the primitive area 
was established. The charter under 
which this primitive area was created 
(Continued on page 19) 



Harding s Magazine 


7 


FUR-FISH-GAME 


Vol. XXCVIII MAY, 1949 No. 5 

The Fly and Spinner 

By Robert Page Lincoln 

Part II 




A S previously stated the fly and spinner combination, 
overall, is meant to imitate some manner of minnow, 
possibly one with flashing sides, much like the shiner. 
The fly in itself does not convey that impression but 
the spinner does, so it can be taken for granted that the 
spinner is the focal point of the attention of the fish. Ob- 
viously therefore, the spinner counts for a great deal indeed, 
if not more so than the fly then equally so. There are some 
of the impression that the fly and spinner is some manner 
of swimming creature that is chasing a shiner, that is, 
following close behind it. It is not impossible to conceive of 
something of the sort. In any event we do know that there 
is something about it that will excite the fancy of the prey- 
ing fish and will cause it to strike the combination as it is, 
taking the spinner and fly all in one mouthful. This impres- 
sion of something chas- 
ing a minnow is even 
more perfectly carried 
out in the case of two 
spinners on the shaft 
where the illusion of 
one minnow chasing an- 
other is even more ef- 
fectively emphasized. 

Regarding this tandem, 
or double spinner-on- 
shaft arrangement, I be- 
lieve that those who use 
the fly and spinner in 
its single spinner form 
are unaware of the val- 
ue of a double spinner 
on the shaft. For ordi- 
nary fishing I would 
not use the same, but 
where one is fishing 
water that is the least 
bit roiled, it will be 
found that the double 
spinner shows up ef- 
fectively where the sin- 
gle spinner may be lost 
to view. I like to use the double spinner by letting the same 
v/ork with the current seventy-five feet or more and so drop 
down into a pool. One can use the double spinner effective- 
ly here because where there is fretted or white water in a 
pool a single spinner might be lost to view but double spin- 
ner will show up effectively. One advantage of standing up- 
stream, more or less centrally located above a pool, is that 
you can direct th? “route” of the lure down the stream so 
that it will topple, without warning, into the white water of 
the pool and so at once startle to attention any good-sized 
occupants of that pool. As is well known, in the life of the 
pool larger fish invariably lie at the head of the same, ob- 
viously to catch anything that drops down with the cur- 
rent. In other words the big fellows, by right of size, get 
first crack at any food that may come down with the stream. 
That being so it is obvious that the bass or trout, as the 
case may be, lying at the head of the pool are the first to 
see the lure. I might mention that you will find the same 
conditions carried out here with baas as with trout. Your 
larger bass will invariably lie at the head of the pool. The 
mode in fishing the lure here is to let the fly and spinner 
(single or double, whichever you will) drop down into the 
pool. As it drops down, draw the lure up a few inches, then 
let it drop back, continuing a twitching movement of the 
rod-tip which will cause the hackle at the head of the fly 


to open and. close and so lend double enchantment as it 
were, to the lure. Start working the lure as it drops down 
into the pool which will lend the impression to the fish 
watching in the pool that it is a minnow or some such crea- 
ture that has been washed down with the stream that is 
trying to make his way back up. That would (and is) defi- 
nitely simulated by the drop-back (or down) and the draw- 
ing of the lure up, only to drop back as though the minnow 
was unable to make it. After a lifetime of use of the fly 
and spinner combination I would say that this is the most 
seductive, attractive way of using the fly and spinner, and 
the condition of a stream and a pool in which to let this 
lure down in is well nigh perfect. The setting cannot be 
equalled and this applies for bass in a stream (and pool) 
as well as trout. It was many years after I first used the 
method of pool-fishing 
as outlined on small- 
mouth bass, that I tried 
the same on trout of 
many species and found 
that the same condi- 
tion of the larger fish 
being at the head of the 
pool was carried out 
with trout as well as 
bass. Fact is, up in 
Michigan, I took one 
of the largest small- 
mouths in my recollec- 
tion with that method 
of a “drop-down” into 
the pool of a lure of 
the sort. The fish, as 
I remember it, weighed 
something like five and 
one half pounds. I have 
never taken any of 
those six, seven or eight 
pound/ers in northern 
waters in the small- 
mouth bass species that 
you hear so much about. 

One value connected with standing seventy-five, even one 
hundred feet above a pool and letting your lure slide down 
with the current into that pool is that the fish have not 
the slightest awareness of your presence or approach. With- 
out warning, there the lure will be; no suspicion has been 
aroused, the fish is definitely caught unaware. As stated 
a single spinner on shaft with the lure will do well under 
ordinary conditions, but if the water is roiled, then use a 
double spinner on the shaft 

The size of spinner used on shaft in combination with a 
fly is of no little importance. Spinners, I believe, that are 
suitable for use with flies, as cast and operated with the 
fly rod, are about four in number, namely, the so-called' 
“bird’s eye” spinner, No. 0; the No. 1, No. 2 and No. 3. For 
use in panfish fishing and for small trout I would say that 
the bird’s eye spinner (No. 0) and the No. 1, are just about 
right. It is, admittedly, a tiny little thing, hardly larger than 
a bird's eye in a way. This is used on a shaft with a typical 
trout fly, preferably wingless of course. I would say for these 
tiniest of the flies and spinners that they need to be used 
with a tapered leader with a very fine point, as the connec- 
tion is of great importance. The No. 2 and 3 spinners-on- 
shaft are, by far, the most popular, the No. 2 probably being 
the most desired of all as it can be used in combination 
with the No. 1/0 bass fly and this, by far, leads over all 



The author with bass taken on the fly and spinner combination. These are 
stream bass taken in the pools, what is more, they are large-mouth bass! 
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fly sizes in being the most popular. On 
this bass fly, too, you will be able to 
take some of the largest of the crappies 
and sunfish, indeed I hesitate to state 
what is possible if you ever light into 
a school of crappies with a No. 2 spinner 
and No. 1/0 bass fly. I am quite sure 
that those fishermen who believe that 
you cannot get fish unless you use live 
minnows would receive the surprise of 
their lives if they started using the 
fly rod and flies and spinners in com- 
bination. It certainly would change their 


whole outlook on life, that’s for sure. 

In many ways I believe the No. 3 spin- 
ner best suited for use in turbulent 
water, as in rushing streams, pools, etc. 
The reason for this is not hard to 
seek for, in that being larger than the 
No. 2 spinner it will show up that much 
more vividly in the water, giving a 
greater gleam. One company specializes 
in the use of the gold, spinner, and 
where this is an actual plating and not 
a metal imitation the spinner can be 
polished to give a particularly fine gleam 
in the water. However, I am given to 
believe, after using the fly and spinner 
combination all my life, that you will 
find the so-called nickel or “silver” spin- 
ner to meet just about all demands and 
it is for this reason I give it first rec- 
ommendation. I am told that in the 
South a gold spinner is of little use. I 
must confess that while I have fished 


the fly and spinner considerably in the 
South, I have almost always used the 
nickel spinner and not a gold one. The 
same condition of fish not taking a gold 
finish on spinners in the South would 
seem to apply also to spoons of all kinds 
that have a metal finish. How true this 
predilection of the fish for the nickel 
and not the gold spinner, is, I do not 
know but we would certainly like to 
have added information on this subject 
from southern fishermen. 

You will find sooner or later in your 


spinner and fly fishing that it is of the 
greatest importance that you have a 
quick-starting spinner on the shaft. A 
spinner that will start moving the min- 
ute it hits water has, by far, the ad- 
vantage of the spinner that you have to 
coax along and which seems to get hung 
up or lies close to the shaft and does 
not start spinning right away. I say 
that it is of the “greatest importance” 
that the spinner start working immedi- 
ately on contact with the water and, this 
will be especially true in instances where 
you are casting to a rise or movement 
of a fish in the water. You may drop 
that lure six inches or a foot away 
from his honorable snoot and the strike 
will come so quickly that it is likely to 
take the breath out of you. Now should 
there be a “drag” of the spinner so that 
it does not turn right away the lure will 
seem anything but alive and so may 


cause the fish to be suspicious. But 
where the spinner turns quickly, in a 
split-second fashion, instantaneous re- 
sults are possible. I would say that one 
of the best places to use the fly and 
spinner combination for smallmouth 
bass is along shores that are rocky and 
have submerged tumbles of rocks and 
boulders under which the smallmouth 
bass is generally busy grubbing for cray- 
fish (fresh water crabs), and which they 
seem to have a mania for uncovering 
and extracting from their retreats. In 
the wing-dams of the Mississippi in the 
days of years ago, between Read's Land- 
ing and La Crosse, Wisconsin (these 
wing-dams being rocks dumped in the 
river in a straight line out from shore 
to keep the current out in the river in- 
stead of spread over wide areas), the 
bass were wont to gruo endlessly for 
crabs, in fact time and again we would 
take bass whose jaw rims were worn off 
or deformed from this endless rooting. 
It is when one sees something like this 
that he realizes the smallmouth bass 
is a crab specialist first, and a minnow- 
taker after. However, present a glitter- 
ing spinner and fly to one of these 
bass grubbing among the rocks and 
boulders and the chances are, 99 times 
out of a hundred, that he will grab it. 

In trout fishing with the dry fly you 
will hear about "fishing the rise." This 
simply means that the fisherman watch- 
es the water with a keen eye, to detect 
where a trout is feeding, always indi- 
cated by some manner of action in the 
water, sometimes just a dimpling of the 
water or a ripple where a rise has been 
made to an insect. Having noted this ac- 
tual presence of a trout that is feeding 
the dry fly fisherman casts and floats a 
fly over that trout, aiming to take that 
fish. In like manner one can practice 
fishing the rise on bass with the fly and 
spinner. This does not mean that you 
fish only to the rise as does the purist 
dry fly trout fisherman, but rather that 
as you work along you keep an eye open 
and if you see a swirl you fish to that 
swirl, since bass generally make more of 
a commotion in the water than does a 
trout under the same circumstances. If 
you can cast to that swirl in something 
on the order of split second timing you 
stand a good show of taking that fish. 
If ever bass fishing in this country be- 
comes more than a slam-bang, hap- 
hazard, catch-as-catch-can performance, 
then I would say that spinner and fly 
fishing, and fishing the rise, will be 
very much thought of and will stand 
high among the methods of taking bass, 
especially the smallmouth bass which I 
consider to be of the gamest fish in- 
habiting our fresh waters. 

One supreme value so Tar as the fly 
and spinner, as used on smallmouth 
bass, is concerned is that with the fly 
rod you can cover water (a shoreline) 
very closely, placing your casts some- 
times hardly more than a foot apart. 
Opposed to this when casting a shore- 
line with a plug, even with two fishing 
in a boat, your casts may be all the 
way from five to ten feet apart. I men- 
tion this because the manner in which 
most of those who row a boat are con- 
cerned, they row the same too fast for 
careful coverage of the water. When it 
is considered that some believe in long 
casts with the bait rod your coverage of 
the grounds is even more scant and un- 
certain. Too, your boat, is always on the 
move, making it quite impossible to comb 
a shoreline even with two fishing plugs 
or bait casting lures being used in a 
boat. With the fly rod things are re- 
versed. Here your casts are fairly short, 



The fly and spinner is in its element in the West. Here are typical spinner and 
fly waters that produce top results in trout. 
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most bass being taken as close as forty 
feet or less from shore. In bass bug fish- 
ing an even shorter distance is used 
in casts the same being sometimes not 
more than 25 or 30 feet. Will Dilg, back 
in the old days on the Mississippi River, 
we remember, did most of his bass bug 
fishing at a distance of no more than 
30 feet from the boat. The idea that 
you have to cast across a whole county 
to obtain the maximum in bass is not 
borne out by the facts of the case as 
in most instances three fourths of the 
catches are within 25 feet of the boat. 
If you do not believe this, check on 
your fishing this summer and. see for 
yourself. 

In fly and spinner fishing for bass 
along the shores you can not only place 
your casts a foot or two apart (excellent 
coverage!) but you work your lure in 
the water only for a distance of four 
to six feet (six feet at the most) before 
you pick the fly and spinner up and 
make another cast to another point. 
The bait caster cannot do this but must 
reel right in to the boat before making 
another cast. If he is 50 to 75 feet from 
the boat he loses all of the valuable 
time in reeling the lure out to the boat. 
In the meantime the boat is moving 
right along and sometimes even as 
much as ten to twenty feet of good 
water is lost to casting owing to the 
time utilized in reeling in. During this 
same passage of time the fly caster 
would have put in from six to ten or 
more casts. Where bass are feeding 
along the shore I would say that your 
fish is taken within five or six feet of 
the shore. Some may want to fight with 
pistols at dawn over this, their conten- 
tion being that this is not so. Too, they 
will state that bass often follow the lure 
out from the shore and take it mid-way 
of the boat or right at the boat. Pos- 
sibly two or three out of ten bass (or 
less) may do this but mostly they will 
be taken close in on shore — if you are 
strictly shore fishing. Given careful 
coverage of ground with the fly rod you 
have a far greater chance of taking 
fish than under any other circumstances. 
The only other alternative so far as the 
bait caster is concerned, is to move 
along very slowly and to give the 
grounds a thorough coverage, and that 
is rarely done. I still believe that if the 
average bait caster would spend his 
time in one small bay and would cover 
it thoroughly instead of chasing down 
ten miles of shoreline at random he 
would do far better in his fishing. But 
that of course is a matter everyone has 
to decide for himself. There are some 
you could not pay to use a fly rod in 
any manner of fishing, and, vice versa, 
there are some who would not use any- 
thing else. There may be back sliders 
in the bait rod division who would use 
the fly rod if they were shown bass that 
have been taken on the fly rod, how- 
ever I would say that the sharp increase 
in the use of the fly rod has been 
through taking panfish on such outfits 
rather than bass. From panfish fishing 
with the fly rod into bass fishing is 
only one brief step, and it is possible 
that in the future one will see hun- 
dreds of fly rod fishermen for bass who 
have graduated from the panfish class 
into the bass division. 

One thing I would like to make clear, 
namely, that your smallmouth bass is 
far more liable to take your fly and 
spinner than your largemouth bass. I 
have often mentioned that the small- 
mouth bass in many ways shows a dis- 
tinct trout characteristic, or characteris- 
tics. This is certainly the case as em- 


phasized in its taking of fly lures. Too, 
your smallmouth bass is more often a 
stream fish, whereas the largemouth 
bass is a lake fish being all too often 
found in waters so vegetated and filled 
with junk and hazards of all kinds that 
the use of a fly rod. under circumstances 
of the sort, are not to be thought of. 
Here it is obvious that weedless lures 
must be used; and in such cases even 
your plug lures with exposed or bare 
ganghooks will be found quite useless. 
In those situations or grounds where 
there is a fringing of pads around the 
shores, or trees and stumps, etc., with 
clear water outside, there you will find 


the use of the fly rod and the fly and 
spinner, is that small bass only will be 
taken on this lure but that the larger 
bass will fall to the plug or bait rod 
lure. I can honestly say in my own ex- 
perience, from “away back w'hen” that 
I have taken as large smallmouth bass 
on the fly rod with the fly and spinner 
as on the bait rod. As mentioned in 
a previous article on this subject I have 
taken muskellunge up to 25 pounds on 
the same fly and spinner lure, and great 
northern pike up to fifteen pounds; rain- 
bows up to ten and twelve pounds and 
other fish in proportion. I have this as 
a basis for my own observations. The 


White waters, always a welcome sight to the fly and spinner expert. They come 
big in these pools! 


that largemouth bass can be taken with 
fair ease on the fly and spinner, but 
surely not with the ease with which a 
smallmouth bass will take the same 
lure. The smallmouth bass is a far finer 
sporting fish than the largemouth which, 
in spite of its fame, must be admitted 
to be a glutton of the first water. The 
possibility exists always that he will 
glom onto a plug the size of a weiner 
but would not pay too great heed to 
a fly and spinner. Our best luck on the 
largemouth bass with the fly and spin- 
ner has been in fishing the rise, that is 
marking down where a swirl has oc- 
curred and then casting to that swirl. 
This is often easier done with a fly rod 
than with a bait rod. 

One complaint always made as against 


belief that to get large fish you need 
large lures is gradually being dissipated 
into thin air, and that surely is the case 
now that the bass are becoming more 
and more educated to “modern tackle” 
and have learned through the instinc- 
tive demands of self preservation that 
everything that ploughs its way through 
the water is not roast turkey with stuff- 
ing and gravy but is a devilish achieve- 
ment in the fine art of murder. They 
may not appreciate the fact in just that 
manner of comprehension but they do 
very well with what instincts they have 
and which stand them well in stead. 

So it can be seen that in much fished 
water it is not only the right step to 
make, but the logical one, namely, to 
(Continued on page 28) 
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Millet, Corn, and Quackers 


T HE time-old adage that gold is 
where you find it, applies to duck 
shooting as well. Wild-fowlers, as 
a collective group of individuals, 
are inclined, to regard rough, stormy 
weather as the manifest reason behind 
the makings of a good shoot. How true 
this is, for we all know that ducks are 
addicted to flight when the weather is 
almost unfit for humans to be about. 
But, excellent shooting may be also had 
during “bluebird” weather if the gunner 
will sit down and give the situation a 
thought or two. 

This is where the subject of food 
comes in. Waterfowl, like the rest of 
us, must have something to satisfy their 
hunger whether the weatherman frowns 
or smiles; so fair weather or foul, there 
is good shooting to be 
had if you know where to 
look for it. Find out what 
food the quacker relishes 
and you have the an- 
swer. Finding this solu- 
tion doesn't necessarily 
entail a great deal of 
work, in fact, it’s quite 
simple to discover the 
number one delicacy on 
the duck’s diet. Fisher- 
men often do a post- 
mortem on members of 
the piscatorial tribe to 
see what they are strik- 
ing on, likewise, the con- 
tents of a duck's crop or 
gizzard will supply the 
desired information for 
the hunter anxious to be 
afield. 

Out here on the Dakota 
prairies, wild - fowlers 
open the season on lo- 
cally hatched birds and 
from then on the gen- 
eral opinion is that no 
shooting worth mention 
is to be had until the 
arrival of the northern 
flight. This is not because of a scarcity 
of “native fowl” but due to mild, mel- 
low, autumn weather and the increased 
wariness of ducks that survived the 
opening day bombardment. Unless a 
rough day comes along, the majority 
of duck hunters desert their blinds 
and go either in quest of upland birds 
or do no hunting at all until the 
"northerns” start drifting down. There 
is really no just cause for this period 
of inactivity on the wild-fowler’s part, 
for there is fair to good shooting to be 
had for the taking, if the gunner uses 
his head. All of this leading up to a 
little yarn I have to spin, which I hope 
will illustrate and prove the foregone 
thoughts. 

One September afternoon while pre- 
paring a bag of opening day teal, 
pintails and mallards for the oven, I 
discovered that their crops were filled 
to overflowing with millet. Now millet 
is a sorghum that is grown for grain 
and one the river and pond ducks are 
very fond of. That set me to thinking. 
Knowing there were numerous millet 
fields in the immediate territory I had 
only to locate one in which ducks were 
in the habit of feeding and it would 


By Wallace R. Labisky 

be a cinch to get at least one good 
shoot out of that particular field before 
it was “burned” out. 

From a vantage point atop our ranch 
house, I checked the surrounding coun- 
tryside with binoculars for a few min- 
utes at a time on several consecutive 
days. The weather was beautiful, with 
warm hazy afternoons, in fact, too nice 
to even think of duck shooting. But I 
continued the vigil until I got results. 
Ducks were gorging themselves in a 
partially harvested millet field only a 
couple of miles away, so Dad and I made 
plans to be there at daylight the next 
morning. 

A thunderstorm brewed up during the 
night and gradually transformed into 
a steady downpour. Waking, I simply 


dismissed all duck shooting possibilities. 
In the first place I would rather sleep 
late; subconsciously listening to rain 
drops pattering on the roof is a peace- 
ful sound and soothing to the nerves. 
And secondly, I dislike any kind of 
hunting when it’s raining. But Dad had 
other thoughts in mind when he roused 
me out. 

“Wally!” he shouted from downstairs. 

I uttered a few incoherent phrases 
and, turned over to catch an additional 
forty winks. 

“Wally!” he roared again. “Do you 
want to go huntin’ or don’t you?” 

“The roads are too muddy, aren’t 
they?” 

“We can drive on the grass if we 
have to,” he encouraged. “Come on 

we’ll try for an hour before 

breakfast.” 

The “before breakfast" part wasn't 
such good news, but half asleep, I 
methodically struggled into my hunting 
regalia and hip-boots, waking the en- 
tire household as I stumbled down the 
stairs and into the pantry where I 
groped for a handful of cookies to 
fortify myself against the wet, black 
outside world. Grabbing my shotgun, 


I joined Dad who was waiting in the 
car and after fifteen minuies of spin- 
ning, sliding and grinding, we arrived 
at the field. 

Cold rain hitting the bacs of my 
neck and whistling wings in the dark- 
ness overhead were a great help in 
bringing me to my senses, but it wasn’t 
until Dad fired a broadside at a string 
of passing mallards and I heard two 
ducks thump the soft, moist earth that 
I became wide awake and ready for 
action. 

At the sound of gunfire an army of 
ducks roared aloft; they were all about 
that hundred acre field, like so many 
flies around a garbage dump, if you’ll 
pardon the comparison. Mallards, pin- 
tails, widgeon, gad wall and teal; there 
was no discerning be- 
tween the species. 

But one kind of duck 
is just as tough a target 
as another so it made 
little difference to me 
whether I bagged a mal- 
lard or a spoonbill. 

The curtain of dark- 
ness was slow in reced- 
ing on account of the 
black, rain-filled sky; but 
in spite of the dim light 
Dad went to work on 
those juvenile quackers 
with deadly accuracy. My 
shooting, even when visi- 
bility is good, is nothing 
to brag about and as this 
was during the war years 
when ammunition was 
none too plentiful I was 
forced to be rather con- 
servative with my shots. 
I had with me about 
fifteen heavy duck loads 
in No. 6 shot and an 
equal number of trap 
loads in No. 8 shot; with 
that number of shells I 
hoped to bag the limit 
of fifteen quackers. An average of three 
shots per duck in the bag is generally 
considered as excellent shooting, but I 
was confident that I could make two 
shots do the trick if I could keep myself 
from trying those high-flyers that I 
have such a yen to shoot at. 

The field contained three or four 
patches of sunflowers which had been 
by-passed with the harvesting machines, 
and anyone who has done much field 
shooting on ducks knows that any 
patch of weeds will serve as a suitable 
blind. I selected one of these “jungles” 
while Dad took up a stand in another, 
and then we went to work with our 
calls, giving ’em the old feeding jabber. 
Every few minutes new strings of fowl 
would come hedge-hopping in from the 
lakes to the south. 

Dad usually got the first chance to 
work those big flocks over, and then 
I would call the scattered remnants 
within range of my hide-out and give 
them “what for” all over again. 

After muffing the first two or three 
chances, I finally cooled down and be- 
gan to fold those immature pintails 
and gadwall with clock-like regularity. 
In due time, inflated ego was respons- 



The author with a pair of canvasbacks. 
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ible for an outburst of wild shooting on 
my part and consequently my meager 
supply of duck loads dwindled away 
like ice cream on a hot July day. I 
used to turn up my nose at trap loads, 
and standard loads too for that matter, 
my contentions being that high-velocity 
fodder was the only medicine for duck 
and pheasant shooting, but wartime 
shortages did much to change my views. 

In an hour's time we had grassed 
about ten web- foots apiece and the 
field was temporarily “burned” out, the 
feeding now taking place in an ad- 
jacent wheat stubble. So, after a brief 
council of war, hungry and more than 
a little damp from the continual down- 
pour we headed for the car. 

Sloshing along through the wet stub- 
ble, whistling wings prompted me to 
turn, and looking back, I saw a flock 
of about twenty pintails circling. In- 
stinctively, I hit the mud and through 
the medium of the call began inform- 
ing the flock of quackers that here was 
the best tasting millet in the country. 
Banking sharply, they circled and 
swung, offering me a broadside as they 
bunched and dipped at about forty-five 
yards. Even though my double gun con- 
tained only trap loads, I elected to 
take a chance, for nothing ventured, 
nothing gained., as the old saying goes. 
A chunky mallard hen in the center of 
the flock, appearing very conspicuous 
among the more slender, racy sprigs, 
caught my eye. 

The modified barrel belched forth, 
with no results. Then the full choke 
tube roared. Much to my surprise, not 
only the hen mallard crumpled, but 
four pintails as well — all of them being 
killed cleanly! Talk about luck 

The rain continued to soak up things 
for a period of forty-eight hours and 
on the afternoon of the following day 
I managed to negotiate the roads once 
more. About a quarter-mile from the 
millet field I stopped the pick-up truck 
to pay my respects to a Chinese rooster, 
and at the sound of the gunshot the 
air above the field filled with fowl. 

To make a long story short, I collected 
ten ducks in about a half-hour and by 
that time, besides being soaked to the 
skin, I had all the ducks I cared to 
kill, even though the law allowed five 
more. Pour of these were widgeon; 
singles that were folded high overhead. 
The other six were young pintails and 
I bagged them with one shot, but this 
time I wasn’t using a trap load. 

Seeing the heads of feeding birds 
above the stubble, I lined a patch of 
sunflowers between the ducks and my- 
self, and began the stalk. I reached 
the stand of weeds and after moving 
through the thicket I estimated the 
ducks to be about sixty yards distant. 
While debating what to do, the ducks 
hit the air with a thundering roar. I 
fired one load of sixes slightly above the 
mass of stretching heads and necks and 
six pintails fell out. 

Now many, upon reading this, are 
bound to criticise my hunting methods 
as unscrupulous and call me a meat 
hunter and game hog. But, in view of 
the extensive damage ducks cause when 
they feed upon crops, either standing 
or in the process of being harvested, 
I think my actions were justified. More- 
over, as I previously stated, this field 
was in the process of being harvested*, 
but because of wet weather these opera- 
tions had been delayed; and I know this 
fact to be true: The quackers cleaned 
this particular field before the weather 
was such that the farmer could turn 
a wheel. The loss, without a doubt, ran 


into a four-number figure. 

Most river and pond ducks go for 
grain in a big way. Cornfields are the 
big attraction when the main flight of 
mallards start drifting south, especially 
the fiields that have been harvested 
with a mechanical picker. Fields of 
standing corn have been known to pro- 
duce good shooting, this being the case 
only when no other food is available. 
During snowstorms we have shot mal- 
lards over standing corn and have even 
seen them waddling along on top of a 
foot of snow, following the rows and 
picking at the husk-covered ears. Be- 
cause late season field shooting on mal- 
lards is, nine times out of ten, to be had 
in cornfields doesn’t necessarily mean the 
greenhead has a preference for corn. 


which is the general opinion among 
gunners. I'm inclined to believe that this 
is due to the fact that the locally 
hatched ducks and early arrivals have 
previously gleaned all wasted kernels 
from the millet, wheat and barley stub- 
bles leaving no other alternative for the 
widely sought mallard. 

Early in December one year, we re- 
ceived word via the grapevine that there 
were still contingents of mallards on the 
21,000 acre Sand Lake Waterfowl Re- 
fuge in the upper James River valley. 
These hardy greenheads had fought 
snow and freezing temperatures to keep 
several “holes” open in the river. Our 
information was auite complete in speci- 
fying almost the exact location of these 
duck concentrations. It would mean 
hours of driving to get us there, and 
after much debating we finally decided 
to give it a try come the first warm 
day. Perhaps it would seem more logi- 
cal if I had said rough day, but roudy 
December weather with inches of snow 
on the ground isn’t easy to take, even 
if your corpuscles do flow rapidly in 
anticipation of good shooting. 

It was noon when we reached our 
destination — the corn country. Thous- 
ands and thousands of acres of corn; 
field upon field in almost any direction 
you chose to look, but all of it buried 
under snow. 

A bright sun overhead, but still we 
exhaled -clouds of steam as we hung 
dead weeds on the refuge fence to serve 


as blinds. One consoling thought regard- 
ing this winter shooting is that the ducks 
do their feeding more during midday, 
by-passing that early morning and late 
afternoon stuff. Behind us lay a corn- 
field in which livestock were picking for 
“nubbins,” while out front was the ref- 
uge. Inside boundary lines of the refuge 
and less than a mile to the northeast 
was the river, and that black smear 
we saw on the ice was a raft of green- 
heads. They were hungry and restless, 
every now and then a small flock took 
to wing, always settling back on the 
ice alongside the open water. But it 
wasn’t long before the first “feeders” 
made a bee-line for the cornfield be- 
hind us. Our location was such that we 
would be doing true pass shooting, as 


a matter of fact, all dry land hunting is 
really a form of pass shooting unless 
decoys are used on the feeding grounds. 

As a general rule, mallards grow more 
wary as the season advances, but some- 
times hunger and cold tends to make 
them bold and daring. On the contrary, 
the ducks could easily become over- 
cautious if shelled when making a mass 
exodus to feed. However, our fears soon 
subsided when the first ducks came out 
in singles, doubles and very small flocks. 
Perhaps this leisurely flight was because 
the chow line was only two minutes 
flying time from the home base. 

We enjoyed some nice shooting that 
afternoon, Dad and I. Occupying blinds 
a hundred yards apart gave us a killing 
radius of fifty yards on either side. Not 
all the ducks in that miniature con- 
centraton came drectly over or between 
us, but a sufficient number did come 
within range so that eighteen green- 
heads had a lethal charge of chilled 
fours slapped through heavy down into 
vital organs. 

When shooting ducks, especially mal- 
lards and' also other species of which 
the two sexes are easily distinguished 
from one another while in the air, I 
am prone to pick out the males as tar- 
gets. One reason for this being that 
the drakes have more beautiful plumage 
than the hens and I like to “show off” 
the day’s bag. The other reason being 
that there always seem to be a greater 
(Continued on page 53) 
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By N. R. 


Two snappers of the right size for excellent soup. Holding the: 
berger, a “rough and ready” feeler of the old school 

A MONG the hazardous pastimes in sections of our land 
where we ordinarily think that all possibilities for 
committing mayhem — excepting with our fellow hu- 
mans— are a thing of the past, may toe included turtle 

feeling. 

After perusing this piece you’ll doubtlessly agree that the 
“sport” should be classed with such homicidal incongruities 
as shark knifing while the alleged assailant precariously 
clings to the man-eater’s pectoral, or with catfish noodling 
wherein the noodler comes to grips with a giant catfish in 
the dim recesses of its creek bed hide-out, the objective being 
to haul out said catfish with the noodler using nothing moi*e 
than his bare hands. 

In feeling for the rancorous snapping turtle imagine poking 
your hands and arms under overhanging banks, into musk- 
rat den entrances or into any other likely place wherein may 
be lurking your quarry. If you don’t mind the already ex- 
cellent chances of having a finger lopped off by your pros- 
pective victim and. such additional minor unpleasantries 
as long forgotten and unsprung muskrat traps, vicious and 
lightning fast soft-shelled turtles, water snakes and quick- 
sand, to mention but a few, then, you have the makings of 
a turtle feeler. 

I was introduced to this typically sectional sport on Con- 
neaut Lake here in western Pennsylvania when a large snap- 
per made off with a fine bass which one of my two com- 
panions had hooked and was playing. 

“Did you see that?” yelped Burr, the victimized angler. 


We had. All three of us watched the huge, 
mailed reptile filch the sizable fish and 
make off with it without so much as losing 
a stroke, the nine-pound-test line snapping 
like a piece of gossamer. 

“Watch where he goes and we’ll get him,” 
said Bill as the turtle executed a neat fade- 
out in the clear water. 

Since we were anchored only a couple 
score feet off Wolf Island, it was assumed 
that its overhanging banks would be the 
reptile’s destination. Anyway, it had headed 
that way. 

“Head for shore,” directed Bill. 

By the time I had nosed the boat into 
a marshy indentation Bill had shucked 
himself of every stitch of clothing. 

Being a comparatively newcomer into 
western Pennsylvania and completely un- 
initiated in the ways of the complete turtle 
feeler, I inquired as to what he proposed 
doing. 

“Get that turtle,” calmly intoned Bill 
as he gingerly lowered himself into the 
shallow water. 

"Hey, you’ll lose an arm or something,” 
I objected. 

Burr reassured me. “He’s a good feeler. 
If the turtle is under that bank, he'll get 
him.” 

“But, how?” I came back. 

“By feeling for him,” Burr briefly ex- 
plained. 

By the time I recovered from the mo- 
mentary shock induced by Burr’s explan- 
ation, Bill was poking about under the 
bank while the water lapped at his chubby 
waistline. 

Just as I was about to register another 
protest, Bill announced that he had located 
“him.” 

To me the situation looked ridiculous. 
It was reminiscent of the yarn about the 
mice belling the cat. However, even before 
I got around to asking Bill what he pro- 
posed doing now that he had the brute 
located, he was already doing it. 

The intrepid turtler knelt in water which 
reached to his armpits. With his chin 
resting on the grassy bank he was heaving 
mightily with his completely submerged 
arms. 

“Is he trying to remove an obstruction?” I inquired of Burr. 
Burr gave me a hopeless look before replying, “He’s turning 
the turtle.” 

“You mean he has a hold of him now?” 

"Sure,” he replied, and then explained, “A turtle usually 
backs into a hole and it’s safer to turn the beast before the 
feeler grabs the tail or a hind leg to haul him out.” 

“But, suppose he approaches from the wrong end?” I 
shuddered at the mere thought. 

The question went unanswered because Bill had apparently 
succeeded in turning the snapper and was attempting to pry 
it loose. In the next instant the reptile let go and suddenly. 
Bill lurched backward and disappeared below the surface. 
When he reappeared he had the turtle by the tail. 

“What are you going to do with it?” asked Burr as Bill 
approached the boat with his quarry. 

“Why, take him home, of course,” replied the successful 
feeler as he deposited the ponderous reptile into the craft. 

“That’s all I wanted to know,” cried Burr as he jumped 
onto a seat. 

After a brief reconnaissance the snapper tore for the for- 
ward end of the boat where it sought refuge in the semi- 
darkness of the bow. And there it remained hissing softly 
until its captor loaded him into the car. 

I have always had a great respect for snapping turtles, 
the sullen brutes being distinguished for their tenacity of 
purpose, the purpose being to grab anything within reach 
of their toothless but formidable jaws. Well do I remember 


13 


Harding s Magazine 



Stuff 


Casillo 


the one that a pal and I surprised while 
laying her eggs in a sandy depression on 
the river bank. Being boys and woefully 
ignorant of the miracle of motherhood, w-e 
induced the creature to grab a broomstick. 

After carrying her a mile or so through 
the alders in Wooster’s pasture, the fact 
that ail was not right finally penetrated to 
her dull brain and she relaxed the massive 
jaws. 

After falling to the ground she sat there 
in a sort of a stupor, her evil little eyes 
trying to size up the situation. Thoughtlessly 
my companion chucked her under the chin 
with one of his heavy shoes. The fact 
that nothing happened caused my fool- 
hardy pal to repeat the action. Well, this 
time she was ready for him, her razor- 
edged jaws cutting a neat wedge both in 
the shoe and the big toe therein. Her jaws 
were as efficient as a conductor’s ticket 
punch. 

Many years after the foregoing episode I 
saw a snapper in Loughborough Lake near 
Kingston, Ontario cut a chunk as large as 
a man’s fist out of a hooked northern pike. 

That evening the same turtle broke through 
the heavy chicken wire side of a live box 
as though it was so much rotted twine. 

The only sure way to hold them is to 
tether them with a stout wire wrapped 
high up on the tail. 

I mention the viciousness and strength of 
this reptile so that you may better ap- 
preciate what I saw on the day following 
the Conneaut Lake incident. 

On the afternoon of that day Bill phoned 
that if I wasn’t busy he would like to have 
me run over to his home. Fifteen minutes 
later I was witnessing something that was 
nightmarishly fantastic and wholly un- 
believable. Here’s how it came about. 

On our way home from Conneaut Lake 
Bill declared that there were turtle feelers 
who actually had the temerity to poke a 
finger into a snapper’s mouth. 

“You mean that they’ll actually poke 
a finger into a live snapper’s mouth?” I 
repeated unbelievingly. “You’re kidding,” 

I added. 

“It’s the truth,” he assured. 

I turned to Burr for corroboration of 
what I had just heard. “That's right,” he asserted. 

“Well, I'll have to see this,” I scoffed. 

“If I can get a hold of Joe Bartberger you can see it — 
say, tomorrow afternoon," said Bill. 

"Joe Bartberger?” I asked in surprise. “Is he a turtle feeler?” 

“One of the best in these parts,” declared Burr. 

My surprise was evinced by the fact that Joe was prac- 
tically a neighbor, yet, I had never heard about his repu- 
tation as a turtle feeler. 

At Bill’s on the following afternoon I found Joe and his 
host out in the garage watching the latter's reptilian captive 
as it hissed its hatred from a corner of the room. A bottle 
of Scotch and another of soda rested on an upended pop case. 

"Have a shot?” invited Bill, waving at the setup. 

“Not until I see what you said I’d see." I remarked absently 
as my eyes inadvertently turned toward the snapper. 

“Are you sure you know what you’re about?” I asked Joe. 
Bill smiled at my apparent concern. 

“Nothing to it,” Joe modestly replied as he gulped another 
drink. 

I once again eyed the reptile. It weighed an even forty 
pounds. Its head was fully as large as a man’s fist. Take 
a look at yours. From the half-open mouth with its startlingly 
white interior, there issued a hiss like that of softly escaping 
steam. If one got too close the hiss increased both in volume 
and intensity. Its incongruously small eyes, curiously flecked 
with gold, glared venomously. 

I turned to my host. “Here, give me a slug,” I demanded. 


Bringing home the makin’s for one of the tastiest dishes extant. This one weighed 
forty-one pounds. 


Without any mock heroics or even the simplest prelimin- 
aries, Joe crouched before the truculent snapper to demon- 
strate Bill's claim. 

As Joe moved in, souatting on his heels, the turtle’s head 
came out still further from under the serrated shell. The 
jaws opened wider. 

Joe crooked the forefinger of his right hand and uncere- 
moniously shoved it into the open mouth. 

The jaws clamped shut and I expected to see the finger 
lopped off or horribly mutilated. But no such thing happened. 
As Joe shoved, the turtle reared its head and the jaws visibly 
slackened. 

“The trick,” explained Joe, “is to keep on pushing steadily. 
Let up and you’re liable to have trouble.” 

“Yeah,” I came back, “but you can’t keep your finger in 
its mouth forever. How are you going to get it out?” 

Joe grinned. “Now, watch me." he said simply. A quick 
shove caused, the big head to give ground while the jaws 
relaxed enough for Joe to pull out the finger. A quick jerk 
did the trick, but not without bloodshed, the hooked upper 
mandible catching the finger and plowing a clean groove 
at the joint. 

“I was a bit too anxious,” explained Joe as he ruefully 
gazed at the bleeding member. “Anyway, you have a rough 
idea of how it’s done,” he added. 

Before leaving for home I promised to accompany the 
two on a turtle feeling expedition as official photographer. 

(Continued on page 31) 
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Mountaineering Mules 

The Story of a Trout Planting Exploit In the Sierra Nevada 
By Norman Clyde 



N ESTLING in a glacial cirque at 
the southern base of the North 
Palisade, attaining an elevation 
of 14,254 feet in the loftiest spire, 
the third highest peak in the Sierra 
Nevada, lies a group of lakes, the largest 
slightly above timber line, an altitude 
of some 11,500 feet above sea level. 
Except for occasional mountaineers 
lured, thither by the excellent climbing 
which this magnificent peak affords, 
seldom has this basin been trodden by 
human foot. Only once, prior to last 
summer, has it been entered by a party 
with pack animals, and these were 
burros gotten there with the assistance 
of block and tackle. 

However, as trout thrive in other lakes 
of the Southern Si- 
erra Nevada up to, 
and in some instan- 
ces somewhat beyond 
timber line, Harry 
Halliday, a mountain 
packer with head- 
quarters some twenty 
miles distant in an 
air-line from the 
North Palisade, had 
for several years con- 
templated an attempt 
to take several mule 
loads of trout fry to 
the lakes in this 
lofty and secluded 
basin. 

To accomplish this 
it would be neces- 
sary to cross a high 
granite ridge over a 
pass — a saddle some 

12,000 ft. in elevation 
— between two sharp 
peaks. With this in 
view, he had gone 
afoot in search of a 
possible route for 
pack mules up the 
north slope so steep 
as apparently to be 
impractical for such, and down the 
south side, if anything even more pre- 
cipitous. He had marked what appeared 
to be the route most likely to be 
feasible with “ducks," or stone monu- 
ments. 

During a period of ten years Harry 
Halliday had stocked several dozen pre- 
viously barren lakes on the headwaters 
of Bishop Creek east of the crest of the 
Sierra and those of the Middle Fork 
of Kings River adjoining the latter to 
the west of it, into which the lakes at 
the northern base of the North Palisade 
drain. An attempt to stock these waters, 
however, he regarded as the most diffi- 
cult of any in which there was any 
possibility at all of their being reached 
with pack stock. He decided, however, 
to hazard the attempt even at the risk 
of losing one or more of his animals 
and possible injury to himself. 

On the morning of September 23, with 
two saddle horses and four pack ani- 
mals, the latter laden with cans of 
golden trout fry, Harry Halliday and the 
writer of this sketch left the head- 
quarters of the latter at an altitude of 


9.000 feet on Bishop Creek and began 
to follow a trail leading southwestward 
up the canyon, through the basin at its 
head and over a pass with the same 
name. 

Several hours of steady traveling up 
the gradually steepening trail brought us 
to the pass, an elevation slightly under 

12.000 feet. Although the sky had been 
clear during the morning, it was now 
overcast with dark, heavy clouds and 
a rather strong wind swept scurrying 
snowflakes through the air, boding ill 
for our project. 

Just beyond the pass we abandoned 
the main trail in favor of a branch built 
by Mr. Halliday and leading to a group 
of timber line lakes in Dusy basin im- 


A halt to plant one of several lakes in the Palisade Basin. 


mediately to the south of the pass. 
Having been stocked with steelhead trout 
a few years previously by Mr. Halliday, 
despite the leak and foreboding aspect 
of the rockbound lakes, trout are now 
both large and numerous in them. 

Beyond the lakes the trail dwindled 
to a line of ducks which we followed 
in their zigzagging course down over 
bluffs to a grassy area above another 
cluster of lakes at an elevation of some 

11,000 feet. After placing the cans con- 
taining the trout fry in a brook with 
the open, but screened, tops of the 
former upstream so that the water would 
readily flow into them, we turned the 
stock loose in the meadow. Camp was 
made in a clump of white-bark pines, 
with a cold, crystal clear brook flowing 
nearby. By this time* the threatening 
clouds had vanished and the basin was 
flooded with the bright rays of the sun 
then about to drop behind high moun- 
tains to the west. The night was cold, 
frosty, and calm, promising well for our 
undertaking. 

Early the following morning we were 
on our way with three light, but strong 


and active, mules, carrying trout fry: 
Halliday in the lead, while the writer 
brought up the rear. Beyond the mea- 
dows at the foot of the precipitous slope 
leading on up to the pass, the fun be- 
gan. While crossing a rather steep patch 
of loose granite blocks, the three mules, 
tied together, began to rear and plunge, 
forming a tangled mass from which we 
with much difficulty extricated them 
and got them over the rocks. As a re- 
sult the animals were allowed to go free, 
their tie rope being loosely coiled on the 
pack saddle, so as to be quickly avail- 
able for leading them. 

This incident at the outset served to 
cause the mules to lose their nerve, for 
several times we had trouble even in 
getting them over 
places of ordinary 
difficulty. We steadi- 
ly advanced, however, 
switchbacking up the 
precipitous faces 
along ledges which 
fortunately were 
numerous. But in go- 
ing from one to an- 
other we sometimes 
encountered difficul- 
ties which caused us 
considerable trouble. 
When only several 
hundred feet below 
the pass we came 
upon one which for 
upwards of a half 
hour seemed likely 
to result in the fail- 
ure of our undertak- 
ing. After going non- 
chalantly up an in- 
clined plane of gran- 
ite tilted at a dan- 
gerous angle, the 
leading mule balked 
at sight of a mass of 
loose rock at top of 
the former. Although 
we built a tolerable 
trail across it, the stubborn mule failed 
to respond either to moral or physical 
suasion, although the latter especially 
was both varied, and vigorously ap- 
plied. It was no little task, either, to 
retrieve the other two mules, which 
every now and then began to bolt down 
the incline. Eventually, however, we 
tried our suasion on another mule, 
which presently made a rush over the 
objectionable rock, followed by its two 
companions. 

As we swung back and forth on the 
ledges above this, the animals appeared 
to have recovered their nerve. Present- 
ly the pass, some 12,000 feet in eleva- 
tion, was gained, and a short halt was 
made. To the east we had a profile 
view of the towering peaks of the Pali- 
sades, that of the North being nearest. 
A thousand feet or more below, our 
objective, a group of lakes gleamed and 
flashed in the sunlight. The descent of 
the slope, however, appearing steeper 
and more broken than that up which 
we had, come, we tarried but a few 
moments. 

(Continued on page 30) 
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forgotten Gold 

By Maurice H. Decker 
Chapter IV 
Swamp Safari 


L EW didn’t like to dampen Ginny’s 
elation over her discovery of what 
had happened to the lost Brecken- 
field family fortune. But he felt 
that it would be kinder to inject a note 
of caution into the project than to let 
her enthusiasm run unchecked. She 
had already begun forming plans to 
spend, the money a # nd the more of these 
she made, the greater would be her 
disappointment if things didn’t work 
out well. And Lew believed there were 
plenty of chances for that. 

Her great-grandmother’s letter that 
Charlie discovered under the lining of 
the old rawhide trunk stated the for- 
tune was buried in a swamp. But it 
gave no details beyond naming a cer- 
tain spot on “Panther 
Island” where her hus- 
band had killed a big 
black cat. Even if Ginny 
could locate the island 
which looked plenty dif- 
ficult, how could she find 
this exact place to dig 
for the iron chest? That 
was the way Lew viewed 
things. 

“Six miles of swamp 
are a lot,” he repeated. 

"The only way to get 
inside such a place is 
by boat. And then you 
have to follow the chan- 
nels. Two- thirds of the 
ground is probably in- 
accessible.” 

“You make it sound 
hopeless,” Ginny replied. 

"But you should tell me 
the truth.” Then her 
eyes brightened and she 
smiled. "I’ve got the solu- 
tion. Why didn’t I think 
of it before? You come 
with me and help. You 
were clever enough to find the letter, 
I know you can locate the gold and 
jewels. I’ll pay you or give you a share, 
whichever you want.” 

Lew rubbed his chin doubtfully. He 
didn't think there was the ghost of a 
chance to succeed but it was sort of 
hard to tell as pretty a girl as Ginny 
no. And he reflected it could be real 
interesting to explore the swamp. 

“I suppose we can help,” he said. 
“But I think we have two strikes on 
us before we start.” 

Charlie broke his silence then. “I 
don’t,” he said quickly. “I think we can 
find the money if it is still there and 
if we can locate the island.” 

“You make me so happy!" Ginny 
declared. “I think you’re simply grand. 
Of course we can find the money. And 
I will give you a big share.” 

“Better not promise anything until 
you get your inheritance tax figured 
out,” Lew cautioned. “Anyway we can 
work that angle out after we find the 
stuff.” He was unfolding a state map. 
"You said the Sharon River. Here it is. 
And I suppose this tract is the swamp.” 
“Looks about forty miles from here,” 


Lew continued. “What about getting a 
boat there. Or should we take one with 
us.” 

“Uncle Alec had a wood skiff the 
last time I visited the plantation. But 
it leaked pretty bad.” 

“We better take a good one then,” 
Charlie said. He put a finger on the 
map. “We can pick up the river here 
at Millcreek. That’s eighteen miles due 
east. I say buy a boat there, drop it 
in the water and follow up to the 
swamp.” 

Lew nodded. “We’ll be bucking the 
current, but that shouldn't be bad. 
These southern rivers move slowly. Be- 
sides we could stick on a small out- 
board motor. Then cruising is fun.” He 


looked up, saw Ginny’s anxious eyes. 
"What’s the matter?” he asked her. 

“I can’t give you money to buy those 
things until we find the treasure.” 

Lew grinned. “Stop worrying. We can 
probably rent both boat and motor if 
we like.” 

“When shall we start? I have to go 
home first.” 

Charlie tapped his fingers a few 
seconds on the map, making mental 
calculations. “We need a couple of 
days to get ready. Then a day more 
to reach the swamp. This is Tuesday, 
suppose you meet us at the plantation 
Friday, say a bit after noon. Okey?” 

“Can do,” she replied. 

“This search will take time. A week, 
maybe two. What about some place to 
live? Can we stay in the house or will 
we need a tent?” 

“One wing of the old house has a 
good roof,” Ginny replied. “The win- 
dows are all broken but the door was 
all right at my last visit. There’s an 
old stove in one room and we can live 
there. I would like to bring Julie, my 
colored maid. She can clean up and 
cook for us while we search the swamp. 


Is that all right?” 

Charlie nodded. “Sure. I was going to 
suggest you have a companion. One 
thing more, take care of yourself.” 
“What do you mean?” 

“You’re the only living Breckenfield 
aren’t you?” 

“Yes.” 

“If something happens to you, who 
inherits the money we hope to find?” 
“Joel Herring I suppose. He’s next 
of kin.” 

“That's what I mean. We only talked 
to Herring a couple of minutes after 
Lew bought the trunk. But I got the 
idea he can be plenty dangerous if 
he chose. It’s something to keep in 
mind.” 

Ginny nodded soberly. 
“I’ll do it.” She looked 
at her watch, picked up 
purse and gloves. “I 
missed the first bus I 
planned to take, I 
mustn't miss this one.” 
Lew had roped the 
trunk lid down. “I’ll carry 
it to the station,” he of- 
fered. 

Ginny held out her 
hand. Charlie took it in 
his. He said, “Better get 
that starry look out of 
your eyes. It’s a sure 
tip-off you expect to 
come into money. It will 
be safer to act disap- 
pointed when you reach 
the street.” 

Charlie wasn't in the 
hotel when Lew came 
back from the bus sta- 
tion. He waited almost 
an hour before his com- 
panion returned. “Where 
you been?" he demanded. 
“Down to the exchange 
making some phone calls.” 

“You tell Andy we couldn’t hunt with 
him tomorrow?” Lew walked over to 
the pitcher of ice water sitting on the 
small table. He poured a tumbler full 
and drank it. “I guess I got us into 
this business by bidding on the trunk. 
But you didn't have to encourage Ginny 
so much. You practically guaranteed 
we would find the money. She’s a swell 
kid. I hate to have her disappointed 
like she certainly must be.” 

“I didn’t call Andy," Charlie replied. 
“We will hunt tomorrow as usual. But 
that’s our last day. And I don’t think 
I encouraged Ginny too much. We have 
a very good chance of finding her 
family treasure.” 

“In that much swamp?” Lew de- 
manded. Then he said, “Who did you 
call up?” 

“I got the State Geologist first. I 
wanted to get some information. You've 
heard about the instruments prospec- 
tors use to locate metal ore in the 
ground? They work something like ra- 
dar. I believe they’re the original radar 
development. They have a needle that 
(Continued on page 43) 
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Savage Beauties of the North-Woods Lakes 

By Bon C. Robinson 


T HE muskellunge is a fish that will intrigue the fancies 
of the angler as long as men go fishing with rod and 
reel for the sake of recreation and outdoor delights. 
There is something different about musky fishing 
that grips the imagination and that arouses in the mind 
and reflections of the angler a vivid appeal toward fishing 
that few other forms of angling can surpass. In fact, it is 
very Questionable if there is any one kind of sport fishing 
that offers so much anticipation and hope in the breast of 
the sportsman as the pursuit and cap- 
ture of one of these large, crafty 
and, attractive members of the game 
fish family. 

There are numerous places in the 
country’s fishing ranges where the 
muskellunge is to be found. The range 
of the fish is scattered rather widely 
over a good area of the sections of 
the United States and Canada where 
fishing is ventured each year. Prom 
the eastern seaboard fresh waters west 
to the near base of the plains areas 
and from the mid-reaches of the 
south to the dividing ridges that wan- 
der along through the middle of On- 
tario, the muskie has a range that is 
more or less thickly populated with 
the fish. The part that should- be un- 
derstood, however, is that in this ex- 
tensive area that has been mentioned 
the muskellunge is not spread out 
like the bass, perch, and spotted pikes. 

It is located in detached sections, 
rather than having a general prefer- 
ence for the majority of the waters 
that this midland and eastern range 
includes. 

In the east, many bait casters and 
trolling enthusiasts who follow up 
fresh water game fishing have the mis- 
taken idea that there are no muskel- 
lunge worth mention. There are several 
good areas lying east of the head- 
water drainage of the Ohio River. It 
might be mentioned here, that the 
drainage of the combined rivers, the 
Ohio and the Mississippi, constitute 
some of the best muskie waters in 
the land. That does not mean that 
every tributary of these two mighty streams holds specimens 
of the muskie, although it is quite possible that there are 
muskies in many streams and lakes and ponds of these 
drainage systems that none of us, except the local fisher- 
men, have heard about. Muskies are a tricky and elusive 
fish in this respect. Many years will go by and the fishing 
worlds will be unaware of the presences of the fish in some 
localities, whereas the local anglers will possibly know of 
their being there in good numbers. In the famous fishing 
regions of the North Woods, the muskie has been exploited 
greatly for the fishermen to know and learn about. 

In such long publicized and exploited territories as north- 
ern Wisconsin, middle and northern Minnesota, Lake Cham- 
plain and Lake George, Chatauoua and the Thousand Is- 
lands regions of the St. Lawrence in northern New York 
State, the muskie has been known about and fished for with 


expert skill and understanding for several decades. That is, 
by the general fishing public. Anglers have made their 
sojourns to those regions for many years, for the express 
purpose of casting and trolling for the muskie in prefer- 
ence to any other game fish. It is an intriguing and over- 
whelming attraction in fishing to all who once get involved 
with its tricks, difficult phases and its tremendously gripping 
annual invitations. It is very doubtful if there is another 
branch of sport fishing so implacably commanding to a 
fisherman’s mind and interest, as that 
of casting and trolling or still fishing 
for this beautiful and appealing 
gamester. 

The shape, coloring and spirit of 
the muskellunge lend themselves well 
to the imaginative fancies of fine an- 
gling. 

There probably is no other fish 
that swims our waters that is so in- 
trinsically attractive as this great fresh 
water prize. Its shape is the perfect 
representation of strength, grace and 
coloring glory. Its habits of fighting 
a tough, rough, top water battle with 
the angler when it is hooked and re- 
sorting to all the crafty, strong tricks 
of its nature to break, unseat or foul 
up the tackle of the angler into a 
tangled and unserviceable mess, is to 
be expected of the fish. It is true 
that there are muskies taken that 
do not give the angler the maximum 
of battle tactics that are expected of 
the species, but there are many others 
that prove themselves too crafty and 
strong for even the most expert and 
experienced of anglers to hold and 
land. The size and the inherent wari- 
ness and rarity of the muskellunge, 
even in waters where it is supposed to 
be a pretty well established fixture, 
makes it a prize that the angler re- 
spects and values almost above any 
others that the waters of lake and 
stream can offer. To lose one of these 
fish after a hard, and thrilling battle 
with rod and reel is, unquestionably, 
the most disappointing calamity that 
happens and for this reason it is quite 
essential that the angler going for muskies provide himself 
with the best grade of tackle, the best guide that he can 
procure and the other necessities that will be required in 
order to raise, hook and land his prize fish safely. 

Even in the North Woods areas where the muskie is plenti- 
ful the number of opportunities to take one of these fish is 
not what might be called common occurrence. Small muskies 
are easy enough to find and induce to rise to the artificial 
castings lure or troll, but the larger fish, which are the 
choice prizes for those indulging in this fishing sport, are 
rather rare birds. They are moody, and temperamental to 
the extreme most of times. Perhaps they are smarter than 
most other game fish, or, at least, they are more wary on the 
average. It is a very uncommon occurrence when a muskie 
fisherman gets more than three or four good rises from 
these big fellows on a single trip to the northern muskie 



Two muskies from Gun Lock Lake in north- 
ern Wisconsin. Photo courtesy of Wm. E. 
Stimpson. 
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ranges. When these chances arrive, 
then the angler has to be prepared. 
The lure has to be of a very attrac- 
tive type and action. It has to be cast 
with the right understanding and tech- 
nique and the strike of the fish has to 
be snubbed by the right tactics and 
methods. After that it has to be played 
with faultless polish, otherwise the 
strong, twisty tricks of the victim of 
such fishing practices will manage to 
in some manner unhook or release It- 
self by breaking the line, snell or the 
lure and its hooks. 

Most large muskies are lost through 
nervousness on the part of their cap- 
tors. Overanxiety is the worst fault that 
a fisherman has to combat. In fact that 
is the cause of most good fish being 
lost from the hook. It is not so much 
the weakness of the fishing line, or the 
rod that results in good muskies being 
lost right at the landing stage, as it 
is through the angler’s failure to keep 
cool, hold a steady, taut line on the 
fish from the moment the lure hooks 
are firmly imbedded in the jaws or lips 
of the fish and calm, watchful means 
are used to offset some of the things 
the muskie does to outplay and defeat 
the angler’s efforts. 

The start of the muskie’s play on 
a cast plug or a trolled spoon hook or 
artificial minnow begins when the fish 
suddenly darts out from its hiding place 
in weeds, drifts and windfalls along 
the side of a lake cove or in a channel. 
In the northern muskie zones the best 
places to find these fish will be where 
there are lily pad growths. That does 
not mean there has to be a vast and 
heavy tangle of such vegetation. The 
best muskie haunts that a North Woods 
lake or river angler can choose for his 
bait casting and trolling are those where 
there is a small like collection of pads 
rocking on the surface of the water. 
These plants will usually spring up 
where there is some inducement for 
them to grow, like where there is an old 
drift log imbedded on the bottom in 
the sand and muck, or where a pine 
bough has been washed in against the 
sandy and gravelly ledges of a shore 
line. This can also be noted where 
there happens to be a large boulder 
submerged by the water and offering 
the muskie’s weed and pad growths an 
incentive to flourish. The small dots 
of pads are almost invariably good 
muskie lairs, if there happens to be 
some deepish water around them. Water 
from four to eight feet deep seems to 
be the best kind of northern muskie 
haunt and every time such evidences 
are seen on a lake, at a shallow point 
or out well in the lake coves and bays, 
the angler who is after these fish should 
try and shoot a few good casts in to 
them. Touch the lures to the near 
borders of such places, and let them 
rest there a few moments, regardless 
of whether the lure is a surface acting 
type lure or an underwater one. The 
splash of the bait on the surface causes 
the muskie to instantly prepare for a 
helping of some species of live food, 
a bird, beetle, frog, fish or whatnot! 
It will be tensed and ready to spring, 
so to speak. The angler has to be 
•imaginative to get the best results with 
his northern muskie. 

I have found that the best muskel- 
lunge fishermen and guides are usually 
the ones that have a deeply imagina- 
tive view of the life and nature of the 
fish they are so good at pursuing. The 
staid, prosaic and unimaginative fellow 
who fishes for muskies will never attain 
the success and understanding of 




—“No one makes better rods and baits than Heddon 99 

The confident angler is Frank Schwartz of Holland, Mich. 
Wrapped up in his exultant smile is 25 years’ fishing experience 
that says — “I know where to fish, what tackle to use and how to 
use it.” Frank caught these trout from Big Manistee River, Mich., 
using a Heddon "Pal” Rod, "Pal” Reel and a River Runt Spook. 

"No one makes better rods and baits than Heddon,” says Frank. 
"My wife and I have several Heddon Bamboo Fly Rods, 'Pal’ Steel 
Rods and many Heddon Baits — River Runts, Midgit Digits, Crazy 
Crawlers, etc. They get us plenty of big walleyes, bass and trout.” 


All these famous Heddon 
Lures, Rods and Reels are 
shown in our comprehensive 
new catalog. It is beautifully 


illustrated and contains many 
valuable fishing tips never be- 
fore published. You will prize 
it. Write for a copy. 


JAMES HEDDON’S SONS 


DOWAG1AC, MICHIGAN 


795 West Street 
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CATCH ’EM SURE WITH 
E-Z LURE! 

TIM’S E-Z LURE KEEPS YOUR BAIT 
ALIVE AND KICKING! 

Here, on the shank of a high quality, Z-Nickel 
hook (built for a lifetime of service) is the slickest 
live bait clamp you ever saw. Holds your minnow, 
worm or any live bait gently but surely. Keeps 
'em moving — drives fish wild — gets the BIG 
ONES! Only $2.25 for a set of three (SIZES 



LIGHT IT RIGHT WITH 
E-Z LITE! 

TIM’S E-Z LITE LIGHTS ALL GAS 
LANTERNS SAFELY, SURELY. 

At last! Tim’s E-Z Light 
for your gasoline lan- 
tern WORKS in the 
strongest wind — in the 
heaviest storm. No 
more worrying over 
wet matches. Requires 
no fluid. Nothing to 
wear out. Foolproof, 
safe, sturdily built. Fits 
all lanterns and camp 
stoves. Easy to install 
and only $1.25 post- 
paid. 

IT'S A WINNER— TOP AWARD FROM THE 
SPORTSMAN'S CLUB OF AMERICA 1949! 



TIM’S LANTERN BRACKET 



HOLDS YOUR LANTERN SECURELY, 
SAFELY IN ANY POSITION. 

Tim's Lantern Bracket 
is rugged, easy to at- 
tach to any Lantern. 

Has a sturdy post that 
folds up when not in 
use. Light enough to 
leave on your lantern 
all the time. A patent- 
ed locking screw holds 
it securely, safely in 
any oarlock. Tim's Lan- 
tern Bracket lets you 
set your lantern on its base without tipping. A 
lantern accessory that you shouldn't be without. 
Only $1.95 postpaid. 


WINNER! Hall of fame award to Tim's E-Z Lite. 
On March 18, 1949 Tim's E-Z Lite was awarded 
a Medal of Honor and included in the Fishing and 
Hunting Hall of Fame by The Sportsman's Club 
of America for an outstanding 
product for the sportsman. 



muskellunge nature that the one who 
likes to let his mind play with abstruse 
things about the fish will likely become. 
The muskie is so picturesquely inclined 
in its natural choice of haunts and 
surroundings in the North Woods sectors 
that an angler has to be more or less 
of a dreamer and idealist to understand 
it satisfactorily. 

The rise of these fish usually is very 
unexpected and decisive. They have some 
shocking habits also, in the matter of 
their appearances when the bait is 
cast to them, of dashing up to the 
surface and plunging along it after a 
near surface retrieve of the lure, or sud- 
denly lunging right at the side of the 
boat, grabbing the lure and then going 
into one of those topsy-turvy, smashing 
and water lifting hysterias of battle to 
unseat the hooks that have become at- 
tached to their lips, mandible or their 
jaws and even in their gullets. Here 
is when and how the muskie usually 
manages to outsmart and overawe the 
novice angler. The nervous system of 
most all anglers goes to pieces for a 
few moments when such alarming inci- 
dents break forth on a calm and other- 
wise placid bit of northern fishing 
waters. The angler, in most cases, loses 
his head. He throws his rod too far 
back. The tip gets way out of control 
and the line sags and grows ineffective 
so that every opportunity is for the 
muskie to shake and hammer the loosely 
caught plug or spoon out of its jaws 
and leave the angler with the empty 
lure bobbing or dangling at the side 
of the boat. That is muskie trickery 
at its worst, from the angler’s point 
of view, and a phase of it that any 
fisherman going north for a summer 
or autumn fishing trip expressly for this 
species of fish can anticipate happening. 
The only way to circumvent these fish 
and counter-attack them when they try 
these savage tactics, is to build up a 
resistive spirit of repression and calm. 
That sounds easy. It is not so easy, 
however, as it might seem to be to hear 
it advised. The natural thing for all of 
us to do is to strike hard at a suddenly 
rising fish. Well, the average muskie 
rises with a rush and a flurry. The big 
ones of more than thirty pounds are 
about the most decorous about the 
matter of striking. They usually will 
stay down and take the lure from 
near or off the surface with a sudden, 
strong passing sweep of action. But 
the smaller fish, those around thirty 
down to twelve pounds are the slash- 
ing, impulsive, attacking kind. They are 
the ones we lose the oftenest. The only 
way to get them is to remain calm. 
Keep a good grip on the nerves and to 
prevent being surprised into a bit of 
foolishness with the rod, reel and lure, 
keep alert all the time the muskie pools 
are fished. 

The best recipe for alertness is pre- 
paredness and also being forewarned of 
what might happen. Cast the places 
where muskies are to be logically ex- 
pected to loaf and feed. The points 
where there are logs running off into 
the water depths, points where there 
are a few pads and weeds to be seen 
out from the shore a ways and along 
rocky ledges and shores where a few 
pads are rollicking in the breeze or 
languidly resting on the sunlit surface. 
When these spots are being cast the 
angler should be on the job, all the 
time. Keep concentrated nicely on the 
location of the lure. Watch the bait 
as it is retrieved and the moment a 
warning shadow is seen in the water 
or one of those nerve-racking old lads 


comes roaring up and rushing over the 
surface for the strike, clamp down on 
that thing we call nervous reaction. 
Keep on reeling the lure, or, if trolling, 
keep the troll moving. To hesitate then, 
is to be lost, so far as a prize muskie is 
concerned! That will mean, if the lure 
is permitted to pause, that the fish will 
strike at it with a glancing slash. But if 
the lure is kept moving steadily, well, 
the old chap in its anger, voracious- 
ness, or whatever we want to call it, 
will make the real strike, the one that 
engulfs the bait and then is the time 
to put the war-sign on that muskie! 

Putting the works on the muskie as 
it strikes is the whole secret of getting 
these fish safely and deeply hooked. The 
muskie that is not warned away from 
the bait by hesitancy and surprise on 
the part of the fisherman will usually 
grab the lure determinedly. When this 
happens the angler has to be in a 
position to strike hard and sure. That 
is what imbeds the hook point in the 
muskie’s lip, mandible or jaw or mouth. 
It surprises and pains the old warrior 
fish. The first thing it tries to do, under 
those circumstances is to turn and 
attempt to escape. That is what the 
angler hopes it will do, for that just 
works his way. The muskie that turns 
and tries to escape is the one the angler 
has the best chance of capturing. But 
if the angler has allowed himself to be 
surprised, by being inattentive to his 
line and his casting, and his nervous 
system falters the least bit, here is 
what will happen: The line will fall 
slack. The rod tip will be permitted 
to sink down, and that is what causes 
the slack. The bait stops and then when 
the muskie does take it the nervous 
reflexes will fling the rod tip high or 
far to one side and there the angler 
is with all kinds of slack line, instead 
of a tense and ready line. The muskie 
senses its advantage, or at least, it 
seems to sense it, for it will do the very 
thing that every muskie caster or 
troller dreads to have happen, and 
that is an immediate and uproarious 
fight begins right on the surface, the 
muskie going into a hysterical appearing 
set of gymnastics, plunging, lunging, 
somersaulting, shaking and fighting 
from one position, rather than trying 
to flee from the location it has chosen 
to attack the plug. The results, in cases 
where the angler gets confused, with 
all this puzzling combat action, is that 
there is loose line and leader collects 
and that gives the fish the opportunity 
to whip and fling the lure and leader 
around, preventing the angler from get- 
ting a good, resistive target to set the 
hook safely against. And so the fish 
is hooked unsatisfactorily and it will be 
a miracle if it is ever landed. 

But all is not lost, even when a 
muskie does strike on the surface or 
near the surface and rises to the top in 
one of these stand-fast actions. If the 
angler has been watchful and is pre- 
pared for this top water fracas the 
thing to do is to keep the line reeled 
up. When the battle goes into its first 
wild phase the only thing to do is to 
hold a taut line. Do this by keeping the 
rod tip down to a normal level and 
keep a strong pressure on the reel spool. 
Not too strong, but enough to keep the 
line tense and the chances are the 
fish will find itself under pressure and 
quickly decide to turn, plunge or bore 
down and seek to reach some place of 
shelter. This is the thing to hope for. 
Once it darts off the lure will sink its 
hooks safer in the muskie mouth or 
lip. If the hold has not been too shal- 
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low or poorly caught the chances are 
then that the fish will be under control 
from then on. If the hook is poorly 
attached then the chances also are 
good that it might catch a better hold 
in the rush of the fish away from the 
angler. But it will, at least, be snubbed 
and there will be a good opportunity, 
with safe and careful playing, for a 
capture to be made. The point to guard 
against is to not be careless and in- 
attentive when retrieving muskie lures. 
Watch them as much as possible. Cast 
them, or troll them, by the spots where 
these giants of the northern lakes and 
rivers, are in the habit of lurking and 
when there is a sudden boil on the 
surface, where the lure should be lo- 
cated at the time, or when a shadowy 
figure is seen to pass or appear near the 
lure, be ready to catch the sudden, 
heart-stopping strike that will come 
like a strong, powerful grip laid upon 
the lure, and then with reel under 
tense control, snub the fish with a good, 
strong, firm strike. It is the strike that 
settles these muskie arguments on the 
lake and stream. The strong, sure strike 
is the winner. The feeble, light one 
that comes from slack and hesitating 
reeling is the one, on the other hand, 
that usually loses the angler his big 
fish. 


Some Facts And Fancies 
(Continued from page 6) 
in relation to economic uses, as approved 
by the Chief of the Forest Service up- 
on the recommendations of this Region 
after review by a committee appointed 
by the Governor, provides for the fol- 
lowing: 

“ ‘Tenure of Proposed Policy. Under 
prevailing economic and social condi- 
tions, the potential value of this area 
for inspirational and recreational pur- 
poses, is greater, more susceptible of 
early realization and. more desirable than 
is the utilization of its material re- 
sources. These conditions seem likely to 
obtain for at least a generation, and in 
all probability considerably longer, ex- 
cept for mineral development, which is 
not to be curtailed. 

“However, if in the course of time, 
new conditions shall develop under 
which the controlled utilization of the 
natural resources of the area becomes 
economically practicable and socially 
desirable, the Forester will feel free to 
modify the plan of management and 
use, so that while public enjoyment of 
the unique scenic and recreational val- 
ues may still continue, a proper, cor- 
related utilization of the timber, forage 
and water resources (use of mineral is 
not to be curtailed) shall not necessarily 
be precluded or unduly restricted.” 

“Some misunderstanding has also evi- 
dently developed as a result of the en- 
largement and addition of the 145,000 
acres on June 14, 1937. More complex 
situations were added because of it. This 
area, at the time of its inclusion, was 
grazed under National Forest permit 
and established preferences by 14,200 
sheep. However, this number has been 
reduced through the years to only 4,900 
head in 1948. No new permits have been 
issued. It should be said also that this 
addition in 1937, which included the 
Thunder Mountain country, was not 
added to the National Forest until De- 
cember 19, 1919. Up to that time, it had 
been without organized fire protection 
or administration. It therefore Included 
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Hula Popper — T. M. Reg. U. S. Pat. Off. 


They said the fishing was extremely poor . . . 
but look what he caught. Seems as though 
Hula Popper did its share to make the day 
interesting. "Just snap one on your leader, 
drop it into a likely pocket, pop it lightly 
and wait about 15 seconds for the ol' skirt 
to start squirming. Then, mister . . . Look 
out! — The whole lake's liable to explode!" 
That's how Toby Shopper of Akron, Ohio 
feels about Hula Popper and backs up his 
words with this picture of himself and a nice 
string of Florida Largemouth he caught last 
December. 
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Extra Hula Skirts (small). 17c each 

Hula Popper floats when at rest and small 
Hula Skirt goes into action. Makes Bass fight- 
ing mad. Your slightest wrist command will 
make it pop, plunk, twitch or jerk for noise 
and commotion on the surface. Anyone can 
master this bait easily. 

For Fly Rod Fishing, 
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The reason the Flatfish Is to successful In selling a fish a bill of goods is 
because it uses strategy. What appeals to a fish, above all else, is ACTION— 
and this is where the Flatfish shines. Its superlative ACTION stands un- 
equalled by any other lure, bar none — which is why it has all other lures 
backed off the boards as a fish tempter. Fish know what they want and they're 
not going to be high-pressured into accepting any substitute. It's a Flatfish or 
nothing! 

WORLD’S LARGEST SELLING PLUG 
Over 5.000,000 Flatfish sold! Over 3.000 sold every day! Exclusive offset hook- 
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Mr. Scoggins and Bass 



HERE IT IS — The largest black bass ever 
taken from Lake Texoma. This nine-pound 
bass was caught on a Rex Spoon by Mel- 
vin Scoggins, who is holding the record 
breaker. Mr. Scoggins, who lives in Deni- 
son, made his catch in March, 1947. Mr. 
Scoggins, always a Rex Spoon fan, now is 
a Rex Spoon enthusiast. 



REX SPOON wgt. l/ 2 oz. 

Above is a picture of the famous Rex 
Spoon in the casting size retailing for 90c. 
Hundreds of thousands of fishermen 
throughout the world use the Rex Spoon. 



THE WEEZEL SPARROW 

This wonderful top water lure looks like a 
young sparrow which has dropped into the 
water and with a twitch of the rod tip it 
gives the ultimate in attractive action. The 
feathers dilate in such a way as to drive 
old Mr. Bass crazy. You have, no doubt, 
seen an old lunker lunge to the surface 
tossing a bushel of water in the air as he 
engulfed a helpless bird on the surface. I 
That's just what he does to the Weezel ! 
Sparrow — to his dismay and the fisher- i 
man's joy. List price $1.50. 

SPECIAL OFFER 

See these famous lures at your dealers. J 
Send 25c in coin for a packet of four 4 1 
ft. Sky Clear nylon leaders with #3 snap I 
(60c retail value) and our new complete 
catalogue of Weezel lures and leaders. | 
Write today! 

THE WEEZEL BAIT CO. 

3508 Columbia Pkwy., Cincinnati 26, Ohio 


much country that had been seriously 
impaired. The Primitive Area Report, in 
recognition of the damaged condition 
noted by the examiner, states: 

“ ‘Most of the area has been burned 
over and badly damaged by fire in the 
last 30 to 50 years.’ 

“It also is stated: ‘Severe over-grazing, 
prior to the creation of this National 
Forest area, materially reduced the car- 
rying capacity and the effects of this 
over-grazing in past years is still evi- 
dent.’ 

“There has not been a new invasion 
of artificiality. The present boundary 
of the primitive area, on the other hand, 
has enveloped the above complex situa- 
tions. When the boundaries were estab- 
lished, it was with the objective and 
the hope of removing the complexities 
on the basis of a long range program. 
If an error has been made, it was be- 
cause of not limiting the area to fed- 
eral ownerships free of intermingled 
private lands or for including areas 
which could not be restored to primi- 
tive area quality within a reasonable 
length of time. The large mineralized 
areas which have become more rather 
than less valuable perhaps should not 
have been included. Rather than to hold 
to the long range objective, proposal 
has been made that the boundaries be 
changed to include only the country 
which is now of Wilderness Area quality 
and to eliminate all highly mineralized 
area. These are matters which should, 
and doubtless will, be taken into future 
consideration in accordance with the 
above tenure of proposed policy. The 
outdoor leadership generally, who are 
familiar with the conditions, are ap- 
preciative of the complexities and the 
limitations which tend to complicate 
the administration of this area and of 
the long range objectives. A construc- 
tive approach, we believe, will be the 
best solution to this problem. This ex- 
planation is given in much detail to en- 
able you to have a more complete un- 
derstanding of the factors involved af- 
fecting the status of this area.” 


The above statement with regard to 
the Primitive Area of the state of Idaho 
is most interesting and seems to refute 
statements made that the Forest Serv- 
ice is pushing a program of exploita- 
tion to the benefit of private parties, 
i.e., the cattlemen and sheep-raisers. 
One notes that at the time of creation 
of this Primitive Area the region was 
grazed by 465 cattle and horses and 
17,850 sheep, whereas now it is grazed 
by only 297 cattle and horses and 5.400 
sheep, in the latter estimate only one- 
third of the number of sheep that were 
grazed at the time of creation of the 
Primitive Area. If those opposed to the 
Forest Service have facts other than 
these to show, then we would like to 
have them and will give them national 
publicity. Otherwise we will have to 
accept the Forest Service estimate as 
correct in detail and an honest presenta- 
tion of the facts of the case. 

There is another point on which we 
might dwell, namely, the safety of the 
game in the Area. The Forest Service 
may be roundly damned for not caring 
better for the game in the Area, forget- 
ful of the fact that the Forest Service 
has nothing to do with laws governing 
the state game and wildlife in the Area. 
In this respect it is the same as in 
other national areas where the state 
possessing that area has administration 


over the fish and game in the same. 
Therefore anything happening to the 
fish and game in the Primitive Area 
of Idaho, especially as refers to sea- 
sons and kills, must be laid at the door 
of the Game and Fish Department of 
Idaho. Oddly enough the state is never 
brought up in any discussions of the 
sort. 

The provision that the Forester can 
open up the Primitive Area to outside 
exploitation (not previous quotation) 
does leave a loophole wide open that we 
might auestion in no uncertain terms. 
This means to say that if the Forester 
believes that the Primitive Area can 
stand it he can “feel free to modify the 
plan of management and use, so that 
while public enjoyment of the unique 
scenic and recreational values may still 
continue, a proper, correlated utilization 
of the timber, forage and water resources 
shall not necessarily be precluded or un- 
duly restricted.” Now this pleasant little 
clause which was approved “by the Chief 
of the Forest Service upon the recom- 
mendations of this Region after review 
by a committee appointed by the Gov- 
ernor” leaves an opening for the cattle 
and sheepmen and if, already, the 
meat and wool barons have not taken 
advantage of this clause and started 
an invasion of the Primitive Area and 
all other areas in the West, then you 
can look for something of the sort to 
happen in the not-too-distant future. 
As an example, the Primitive Area of 
Idaho is under the administration of 
Mr. W. B. Rice, Regional Forester, at 
Ogden, Utah. If, in the belief of Mr. 
Rice, it is desired to open up the Primi- 
tive Area to the cattlemen and sheep- 
raisers, then all he has to do is give 
the command and the invasion goes 
forward. The Chief of the Forest Serv- 
ice in Washington would automatically 
give his okay to the matter, and the 
Governor of Idaho would of course wel- 
come the invasion — and there you are. 
These things we have to watch in the 
western sphere of operations. Just keep 
these things well in mind so that you 
will not be caught napping. And remem- 
ber that the cattle interests and sheep 
raisers are figuring and scheming night 
and day on how they can work in on 
the choice forage and grazing grounds!!! 

Taking Bass In The Weeds 

Give a bass fisherman of the bait 
casting school nice open water where 
there is no possibility of hooking up in 
the weeds, pads and obstructions with 
the bare ganghooks on a plug line and 
he is properly in his element. If he does 
not catch bass commensurate with his 
expectations in such grounds he at least 
has a lot of fun casting — if that is his 
prime objective. Usually, however, he 
has bass on the horizon of his endeavors 
and that of course is another thing, for 
if the bass are not out in that open 
water but are up in the weeds, pads, 
rushes, reeds or what have you, then 
I can assure you that you are out of 
luck, that is unless you have a lure that 
is weedless and will go up into the 
midst of those obstructions and will 
reach the attention of the bass that are 
feeding in that almost impossible welter 
of vegetation and whatnot. Yes, you need 
a weedless lure for this kind of fish- 
ing, in fact only a weedless lure will 
begin to make an impression under the 
circumstances . 

At one time I made the statement 
that one of the truly important weed- 
less lures made in this country — espe- 
cially set aside for fishing these heavily- 
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vegetated waters — was the Number 3 
Hawaiian Wiggler, which, by the way, is 
the shallow-running member of the 
Hawaiian Wiggler group of three Wig- 
glers, one being deep-running, one medi- 
um-running and one shallow. It is the 
shallow-operating Number 3 Hawai- 
ian that I have reference to here, and 
it is this one which I would designate 
as one of the most weedless lures on the 
market if not the most weedless one 
that can be found. Indeed., I would go 
so far as to state that if I were to pick 
six or ten bass lures of the bait cast- 
ing type that are a “must” in bait cast- 
ing selection, this shallow-running Num- 
ber 3 Hawaiian Wiggler would definitely 
be one of those all-important six or ten 
I would select! 

Cast this lure out into a wilderness 
of moss, pads, grass, reeds, cattail, 
downtrees, stumps, etc., and after it has 
slid in and out of that ghastly mess and 
has not collected a single specimen of 
the assorted junk in the waters, it is 
then that you begin to realize some- 
thing, to wit, that here is a lure that 
packs dynamite of a special kind: IT 
GETS THERE. Maybe your first two or 
three casts may have been thought good 
luck: you just didn’t happen to an- 
nex. But after you have cast fifty or a 
hundred times, sometimes right up on 
shore and reeled the thing out, it is 
then that admiration begins to crop 
up in you and will not down. You know 
a half hour after you have started cast- 
ing that you have made a find. That’s 
for sure. 

Like the others in the Hawaiian Wig- 
gler group, the Number 3 has the now- 
famous rubber skirt which the late Fred 
Arbogast invented. Reeled through the 
water the various strands of rubber 
have an undulating crawl and wiggle 
that is tempting to a degree. Originally 
this skirt was slipped onto the bend of 
the hook through a rubber tube a half 
inch in length and the strands would 
stand straight out. Arbogast found, how- 
ever, that by reversing the skirt the 
strands would stand out more fully to 
all sides and a maximum action of the 
rubber strands would be possible. What- 
ever may be said for this lure, one thing 
is certain, the undulating action of the 
rubber strands in that skirt appendage 
to the Hawaiian Wiggler is tremendous- 
ly important. Definitely it is the focal 
point toward which the bass directs his 
attention. The success of the Hawaiian 
Wiggler is based on the action of that 
rubber skirt. By reversing it so that it 
flares out on all sides you just double 
the attraction and taking value of the 
lure. 

I have used for the first time a black 
Number 3 Hawaiian with a mixed white 
and black stranded skirt. At the present 
time in Florida (Note: I am writing this 
February 20, 1949, at Pine Bay Camp, 
on the backwaters of the Withlacoochee, 
out from Dunnellon, Florida), black 
spoon lures are “all the go” so I was 
no little pleased to find that Hank Wer- 
ner, my fishing partner, had several 
black Hawaiians, Number 3, in his out- 
fit. (I might mention that Werner, 
who is one of the best bass fisher- 
men I have ever met, and the field rep- 
resentative of the Arbogast Company, 
is with me on a one month tour of the 
fishing grounds of central and southern 
Florida.) Just why a black spoon should 
make a difference I do not know. In 
any event when reeled your black spoon 
seems to fade out of the picture and the 
rippling, undulating skirt with its ani- 
mated strands, stands out as separate 
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AMERICA'S FINEST BOBBERS 
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^yemCas\ 



Just the float for the fisherman 
who wants to CAST or STILL FISH! 
Weight is less than Vb o z. 
EREVER FISHING TACKIE IS SOLD 


FRABILL MFC. CO., Milwaukee 5, Wis. 



IT SETS THE HOOK 
IT FIGHTS THE FISH 

“He got away!" will be an 
expression »f the nast when v, 
h FISH FVTKI 






ilenly 


K‘ fish strikes, 
FISH-FYTEK open sml- 
ist further movement and 
literally )»»>k them-ehe 
<ler today for your next trip and 
bark a string of beauties. 

DEALER INQUIRIES 00 

INVITED T mPOST 

m paid 



.NORWOOD. OHIO 


FOR BASS FISHING AT IT’S BEST — 

.im^LURE! 


e new and better weed- 
a bucktail lure that the 
, j ones go for! Action- 
packed foam - rubber skirt 
responds to every move- 
ment of line, every ripple or 
•eiu. of water. Slides easily and 
inly through weed beds without tang- 
ling Order today — Just pay postman J1 
' *- “ lures plus C.O.D. post* 

ish and we pay postage. 
31 fill CATALOG 
I. ALUNDIR A CO., Dept. II Bl 19*6 I. Fore.t. Detroit 7. Mich. 


NYLON/»a^lih|CC 

I * \ _ CUTTYHUNK STYLE-SPOOLED " » V W 



300 FT 


$1*oo E . 


White 

* ' '^EACH 

10c Postage 
18-27-36-45-54-66-72 lb. tests 
Longer Lengths Available — Guaranteed Knotless 
300 ft. pure silk. 20 lb. test, SI. each. 

Sold by mail, no C.O.O.'s. Money back guarantee. 

STAPLE SALES 1 l&I'.vSf'is 0 


from the lure itself. Never, assuredly, 
doe? the skirt of this stand out more 
defifiitely, to become a focal point, than 
when you use it in conjunction with a 
black spoon. Understand, this Number 
3 Hawaiian comes in a nuihber of col- 
ors as to spoon and there is a wide 
variety of skirts to select from, yellow, 
white, black, red, etc. If I am not mis- 
taken Fred Arbogast told me at one 
time that his favorite skirt for the 
Hawaiian Wiggler was a mixture,, of 
black and white rubber strands'. 

One thing is certain, the weedy, 
padded and well-vegetated areas of a 
lake are the true feeding grounds of the 
bass and if you can get up into the 
same with a weedless lure, then you 
are fortunate. When you consider the 
fact that some lakes are heavily weeded 
over you will know why. a typical bare- 
hoqked plug lure, regardless of its worth, 
4s' v quite useless in such locations. Once 
you have adopted weed- and pad fish- 
ing and have really taken many limits 
of bass from the same, you will be sold 
on the method for life. To me this 
manner of fishing is one of endless at- 
traction! 

The Ever-Present Minnow Problem 

The state of Florida faces what might 
be termed a “minnow shortage.” In a 
state such as this where fishing is kept 
up through the whole year, without any 
let-up, a minnow shortage can become 
really aggravating, if not alarming. Of 
course one does not have to use live 
minnows, since there is always recourse 
to artificial lures of kinds without com- 
pute and in sizes and shapes that leave 
little for the imagination to wish for. 
But as in many other sections of the 
country there are Florida fishermen in 
numbers who feel that if you have live 
minnows to your credit, you will get 
fish, and without them you may get 
fish but the chances are iso they firmly 
believe) that you will not. 

In Florida waters are found what is 
known as the "golden” shiner, some- 
times called “roach" after the English 
term of a fish by that name, although 
there would seem to be little in common 
between the two. These roach are of- 
ten up to eight inches, even more, in 
length. They are hooked on through 
the two lips and with a large red and 
white bobber .on the line the fisherman 
rows alongside of the hyacinth and lily- 
patches letting the minnow go where he 
will. If in good grounds your chances 
of taking a large bass on this lure is 
very great. Fact is, over on the St. Johns 
River, these shiners will account for 
some of the huskiest bass extant. Yes, 
we agree that the golden shiner in 
Florida is a threat, if not a double or 
triple threat to any large bass it may 
come into contact with. 

At one time these shiners could be 
had for fifty cents a dozen. This has 
now leaped to a dollar and dollar and 
a half a dozen. Scarcity of these shiners 
often means a catch of only a dozen or 
two through a day of shiner fishing. This 
fishing is done with a light cane pole, 
line and a small hook to which the bait 
(bits of bread), are attached. Regardless 
of price, the fishermen demand minnows 
or, as stated, shiners. Probably if they 
went up to three dollars a dozen the 
demand would still be at peak especial- 
ly since rarity, as in anything, promotes 
demand. The very worst thing to con- 
tend with in this minnow business, as 
in Florida, is the high percentage of 
death of these minnows after capture 
and when being transported to the home 
-base or from .the. home base .to the point 


of purchase. After that of course the 
fisherman has to take his chances, as 
to whether the minnows will live or die. 
There are times when only three or 
four minnows i shiners) out of a dozen 
will live. The bad part here is that 
while bass may sometimes take a dead 
minnow, the chances against any such 
course are as one in ten. Bass demand 
that if they are to commit suicide tak- 
ing a minnow it should at least be alive 
when they seize it. 

Mortality in minnows is, as a rule, 
great, no matter where the minnows 
are taken and used. The reason for this 
mortality after capture can be explained 
variously. First, chubs and shiners (as 
in the north), are seined out of streams, 
all too often out of running water. 
Naturally such minnows know only well 
aerated water. Consequently when they 
are dumped, let us say, into a milk-can 
with a minute amount of water having 
inferior oxygen, is it any wonder that 
they die by the thousands? All too often 
in the north we have witnessed han- 
dlers and seiners of minnows come in 
with milk-cans full of shiners and at 
times the major portion of the catch 
were dead. That people able to use 
their minute brain power to the ex- 
tent of being able to put two and two 
together to make four, still continue 
such practices is something that be- 
longs with the mysteries of life. How 
many millions and billions of minnows 
die every year in this country in han- 
dling before they ever get to the fish- 
ermen is anyone's guess. I imagine the 
“kill” is exceedingly great. 

In many states now the seining of 
minnows in lakes that are really fish- 
ing lakes, is unlawful. I would imagine 
in spite of this that many lakes are 
systematically and persistently seined 
for minnows. Obviously this is taking 
food from the fish in the lake and is 
one of the factors having a tendency 
to disturb the law of balance and pro- 
portion in the waters. It is to be ad- 
mitted that not all of those who seine 
and handle minnows to be used in fish- 
ing, are crude, destructive and hap- 
hazard in their practices; in fact there 
are many who convey their minnows 
from the stream to their home ponds in 
tanks on trucks, the water in the same 
being well aerated and of the right, 
temperature. Their ponds, too. contain 
clean water that is refreshed by a con- 
stant supply of running water. There 
is little doubt but that the handling 
of minnows, under circumstances of 
the sort, has everything to commend it. 
especially when one considers the alarm- 
ing minnow loss accruing through crude 
methods usually so common. 

There is little doubt but that the rais- 
ing of minnows will, in the future, be- 
come more or less of an industry since 
it is doubtful if the demand will ever 
falter and. fail. Both the government 
and the various states, through their 
fish departments, are giving the proposi- 
tion of minnow raising much atten- 
tion. As yet, however, the amount of 
information gotten through actual rais- 
ing methods by established minnow 
raisers, is fragmentary and seems mostly 
to be based on hear-say or theory. We 
need more information from men who 
are actually raising minnows and who 
have a practical knowledge as to what 
they are talking about. One thing is 
certain, minnow raising is not as easy 
as some people would think. It offers 
problems in number, probably more 
than the raising of bass, sunfish, crap- 
pies, etc., in ponds. Obviously the great 
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demand will be for minnows that are 
tenacious of life, and which are able 
to stand changes of water and habitat, 
and which will not be as fragile as 
stream minnows that die without the 
least provocation when placed in water 
not aerated equal to the water they have 
been taken from. As yet I doubt whether 
a minnow other than the so-called mud- 
minnow can begin to come up to the 
demands. So far as raising the golden 
shiner in Florida is concerned, this is 
practically impossible of achievement. 


Columbia River Chinooks 

(Continued from page 1) 

We pitched our tent in the rain, up- 
on our arrival. Many fishermen were 
there ahead of us and we had difficulty 
finding a convenient spot. After estab- 
lishing camp we launched the boat and 
tried to fish. It rained, then poured, the 
wind came up and in a few minutes 
the water was very rough. Our position 
became untenable. The small boats left 
the river and we also came in, wet and 
cold in August. We anchored the boat 
and made the evening meal, built a 
campfire and talked fish with the neigh- 
bors. 

There was a wide range of opinion 
as to what was the best lure, the best 
depth to fish, length of line out, time 
of tides and the best locations in the 
river. I, being a stranger on these wa- 
ters, listened and learned. 

Next morning the weather was more 
promising. The wind was down, but 
there was still a misty drizzle. The tide 
would be in full ebb in an hour, so we 
headed down river and planned to fish 
the tide back. 

We criss-crossed the river for two 
hours and were beginning to wonder 
where the fish were. Just then the pole 
bent back and I thought I was hung 
up on something. I reeled in about one 
hundred feet of line and expected to 
find some weeds on the plug, when with 
a lurch, a large salmon passed under the 
boat. The fish evidently started to swim 
toward the boat when hooked, and he 
felt like a dead weight. The fight was 
on. I played him fully for twenty min- 
utes before he tired sufficiently to be 
gaffed. Number one was in the boat! 

Thirty minutes later another took the 
plug and what a struggle! At one time 
he came straight up out of the river 
fully ten feet. Just as I was about to 
gaff him he plunged and the gaff cut 
a deep gash in his side. Later he was 
boated. The first one weighed about 
twenty-five pounds, the second, about 
twenty pounds. That evening we took 
them to the cannery. 

Tuesday it stormed all day. No small 
craft ventured out. Wednesday it calmed 
sufficiently to fish in the afternoon. I 
hooked a big fish, played him five min- 
utes and he broke my hook up — lost 
a good plug — never saw this fish. 

Wednesday it stormed and rained. 
Thursday I fished alone and never got 
a bite. Friday, fished all day and never 
got a strike. Saturday we rested and 
went to Long Beach and played in the 
sand — the first good day of the week. 

Sunday, our last day, I was up early 
and floated down the river almost to 
its mouth. It was raining and the wind 
was rising. About 9:00 A.M., I got a 
hard strike and never have I had sal- 
mon run like that one. He took out 
several hundred feet of line before I 
could stop him — then at the end of all 
that line he broke water, looked things 
over, and fought as only a thirty pound 
fish can fight. Boating that fish was 



NG and SALT WATER REELS 

With many new and exclusive, patented features'. 



New cross-bolt take-apart, 
ing soil water reel with 50 
changes done instontty. N 
Star Drog, Free Spool, < 

Silent Ratchet ore exclusive feat 
effortless oction. 3 to 1 gear ratio 
Extra spool included. Model 1421 


Now a still wider choice and 
finer casting performance 

irtsman-angler today is offered a choice of 
and salt water reels — each designed and 

finest qualify standards — at prices that 
represent top values. From the time-proved Coxe 
Model 25C bait casting champion, with exclusive 
free-floating, live axle, take-apart design — at 
$33.00— to the low priced Bronson single action 
fly rod reels and a host of medium priced fresh 
and salt water models — you'll find selection un- 
limited-precision quality unexcelled— with long- 
lived dependability and finer reel performance 
assured by America's largest manufacturer of fine 
fishing reels. Why buy less than the best? 



Famous Bronson Loshless anti-bocklash reel with drag 
tension bearing adjustment lo regulate casting speeds 
for various weight baits. Now available with special 
Bronson snap-on plastic spool arbor as standard, lor 
added ease of casting ond faster retrieving. A time- 
hied favorite. Model 1700 $8.25 


New Coxe feather-light aluminum reel is revolutionary 
in design— precision built— handles like a dream. Has 
spring tension spool beoring on end plate, adjustable 
for any weight lure. Coloiful and attractive, 100 yard 
capacity. A beautiful casting reel — smooth as a whisper 
—sweet as a song. Hos snop-on plastic arbor with 
line tie. Model 95C $9.75 


Another Coxe Cross Bolt Live Axle Reel with exclusive, 
instant take-apart features, having aluminum spool, 
cork arbor. Mode of high grade brass, chrome plated. 
A fine bait casting reel, prised bv thousands of expert 
fishermen. Model 60C $11.00 


Here’s a low priced, soil water reel designed for surf 
casting or boy fishing.’ Fits both fresh and salt water rods. 
End plate and spool of molded bakelite with all ex- 
posed metal parts corrosion proof. Free Spool, Slot Drag. 
Has Coxe silent rptchet, 150 yard capacity and 3 to 1 


Model 1215L. 



IS K QMSO N K i, F L € O . MONSON. MICHIGAN 


No need to let sand, grit or dirt 
mar a fishing trip. The exclusive 
Coxe Take-Apart, Live Axle De- 
sign requires no tools but your 
fingers. A minute or two only and 
your reel is disassembled, cleaned 
and reassembled . . . completely 
factory fresh ... A feature found 
only in certain Coxe reels. 
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themselves. Thev know how to build 
rods'especially for the waters you . 
plan to fish. That's why topmosc 
fishermen who know their sport 
always look for the "Sign of the Fish” 
tag— mark of a genuine Richardson Rod. 

0Q^Gr>‘p the 

f-Z Reach Handle 

An example of the expert design which 
gives every Richardson Rod thac "just 
right” flexibility and balance. Get the 
feel of this exclusive Richardson handle 
which puts the reel right under your 
thumb. Gives perfect line control . . . 
precision casting! 


357 Fishing Tips FREE • 

Convenient pocket-size 32-page booklet , -r 

compiled by the expert fishermen of 
Richardson; reveals many FISHING jjwfll i 
SECRETS — where the fish hide, best I 
times to catch them, what bait and "'"TSi.. 1 1 
equipment to use and many others! / I 

For your FREE FISHING TIPS just / j j / 

print name and address on postcard [_ \J 

and mail to: — 

RICHARDSON ROD & REEL CO. 

8 3172 N. Sawyer Ave., Chicago 18, Illinois 


Richardson Rods 


SAVE MONEY 
ON FISHING LINES! 



$1.50 


Eight strands 210 Denier nylon twisted and spe- 
cially treated tor fishing. Approximate 2a lbs. 
breaking test. Put up on tubes. Colors: brown, 
green and natural. Easily wound onto reel as you 
need it. Sorry, no C.O.D. orders. Send check — 
money order for SI. 50 plus lo 


c for packing and post- 


BETTER DISTRIBUTORS, INC. 



24 lb. test 


150 Ft. 

3 Ply Nylon 
851b. test 
250 Ft. 

3 Ply Nylon 
45 lh. lesl 

| 500 Ft. 

2-Ply Nylon 3 Ply Nylon 
“ - tost I 35 lb. ‘ 


I Nylon 200 lb. Test 2c ft. 100 lb. Test Ic ■ 
Ab ve lines Available in Longer Lengths 
110 ft. NYLON DROP LINE. 100 lb. Test 5 
Pachner & Holier Liteweight Fly Reel I. 

Send Check or Money Order. We pay postage. 
MAC-MILLS. Dept Go Pleasant Valley. New Yo 


worth the whole trip. In a short time 
I hooked another twenty-five pounder 
and had it safely in the bow of the boat 
in twenty minutes. I felt pretty good. 
Soon after this I got another and had 
him gaffed, but somehow he slipped off, 
fell over the side of the boat, broke the 
wire leader and was gone. How fisher- 
men feel in times like that! 

The water was getting rougher. I had 
trouble in getting my gear assembled. I 
was soon fishing again and headed for 
camp up the river. Halfway there, boom! 
Another fine fish on. Boy, what a battle 
this one put up. In the water — out of 
the water — twisting — diving — 
sauirming. It was getting more difficult 
to handle the fish in the rough water, 
and when I successfully had him in the 
boat, I was satisfied and headed for 
shore and camp. 

These Chinook salmon that run the 
mighty Columbia River to spawn are one 
of the finest species of the salmon family 
and no better fishing exists anywhere 
for the sportsman than when these roy- 
al Chinooks head upstream. 

I might say in closing that in order 
to fish in these waters one must have 
his own equipment, such as boat, trailer, 
tent, motor. Brave indeed is the man 
who ventures out on these treacherous 
waters with anything under a five horse- 
power motor. When the tide goes out and 
added to the run of the river, one 
really has a current to buck and woe 
be to the fisherman who is carried out 
to the bar when the wind is up. Many 
fishermen carry two motors — one just 
in case. 

The day after I left two fishermen 
caught an octopus. When they pulled it 
to the surface, one fellow got excited and 
fell overboard, losing all his equipment. 
His partner, in the struggle to retrieve 
him, lost his fishing gear. In the mean- 
time, the octopus fastened onto the man 
overboard and when the unfortunate 

That Cap 

By Robert 

C APTAIN O. L. Hawk, well known 
throughout the nation as a trick 
caster and demonstrator of fishing tac- 
kle, also professional guide, has a lure 
called the Cap Hawk that is due to be 
advertised more or less freely during the 
spring and summer of 1949. For quite 
some time we have been experimenting 
with this lure and find that it merits 
more than ordinary attention. It defi- 
nitely belongs in what might be called 
the “lightweight" class of lures, being 
no more than two inches in length, the 
oval body being one and one half inch- 
es long, and having a lip of a half inch 
in front. As is common with baits hav- 
ing these lips (in this case the lip is 
plastic) the water resistance or pressure 
on the same causes the line to take on 
a very pronounced wiggle. It therefore 
belongs with a type of wiggling lures 
such as the Fish-O-Bite, the River 
Runt, and many others of the same 
variety, all of which have proved their 
merits and must be considered serious- 
ly in the light of leading bass lures. 

There is a point I wish to emphasize 
with regard to lures of the Cap Hawk 
type, since, as stated, they belong to 
the lightweight class of plugs. As com- 
pared to the regulation type plug lure 
the lightweight class are small in size 
and weigh but a fraction of an ounce. 
While it is possible to cast the same 
with regulation bass tackle the best re- 
sults are obtainable with light rods. 



The Chinooks taken by the writer on 
Sunday morning. The one in my right 
hand was the last one caught. 


fisherman was hauled into the boat by 
his partner, the octopus was brought in 
with him. One never knows what he may 
hook at the mouth of the Columbia — 
come well prepared. 

Next year, if all goes well, August may 
find me there again and here’s hoping 
the royal Chinooks will be in numbers 
headed up the river. 

Hawk Bait 

Page Lincoln 

light lines and leaders. This Cap Hawk 
is a plug that you will use effectively 
with a six foot lightweight bait casting 
rod, bamboo or seamless tubular steel. 
However, your five and a half foot rod 
will do well, only to say that a rod with 
too much backbone is not what we 
would call the best rod for casting it. 
I have cast this Cap Hawk lure with 
a five and a half foot rod, twelve pounds 
test line and short leader and the re- 
sults have been excellent. I have found 
the lightweight Langley reel most ex- 
cellent for casting light lures of the 
sort. Julian Crandall, of the Ashaway 
Line and Twine Company, with whom 
I was on a fishing trip, had me try out 
a light nylon line that they make on 
the Cap Hawk plug and I must confess 
that with this light rod, Langley tour- 
nament type reel and fine, threadlike 
line (Ashaway make) I was overjoyed 
at the balance of the whole and the 
ease with which I could put the bait 
into places six inches in diameter (as 
it were) thirty or forty feet from shore. 
I sat and pecked away day after day 
with this combination and the more I 
cast the more I liked it all. In fact 
when you finally come down into the 
lightweight class of lures, lines, rods, 
reels, etc., you will finally come to see 
what you have been missing all 
of these years. I'll admit that this sort 
of an outfit — and lure — is not for heavy 
weeds and pad fishing. This light outfit. 
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plus a light lure of the Cap Hawk type 
are in their element in rivers and 
streams, and lakes where there is a 
minimum of obstructions. Personally I 
would say that the Cap Hawk is an ideal 
river and stream lure, and I am sure 
that if I ever tackled fishing in dear- 
water streams, such as found in the 
Ozarks and all through the south, I 
would not be without the Cap Hawk in 
several of its colors. But I must also 
state that my preference in color, so 
far as this Cap Hawk is concerned, is 
the all black plug with the white her- 
ring-bone stripes. One reason for this 
selection is that in clear water any yel- 
low, whitish or other light-colored lure 
will stand out unreal and vivid and im- 
mediately draws the suspicion of the 
bass. The black lure, on the other hand, 
has no bright color that wpuld invite 
caution. I might also mention that when 
fishing any manner of clear water, lake 
or stream, a small lure often proves a 
good selection and is least likely to 
cause the bass to hold up on a strike. 
Your lighter colored Cap Hawk plugs 
can be used in just slightly cloudy water 
most effectively, and better probably 
than the all-black lure. Of course that 
would go for any plug for that matter. 

While the largest bass I have taken 
on the Cap Hawk has been five pounds, 
below that I have landed many splen- 
did ones. My experiments with the Cap 
Hawk will continue through the year 
1949 especially since there are new mod- 
els of the plug now out which the 
maker has failed to send me. So my ex- 
periments have been entirely with the 
first ones made. I will report on the 
new ones as I try them out. This big 
tryout will be in the course of our cir- 
cling of Lake Huron this summer, and 
up into notable eastern Ontario sections 
where some of the best small mouths in 
the country are to be found. I am 
quite sure that if the Cap Hawk pays 
out here it will have made the grade 
for sure! 


Gear Shift Johnson Motor 

TTAILED as a revolutionary post-war 
outboard motor the new Johnson 
model QD, OBC certified at 10.0 horse- 
power at 4000 r.p.m., is the first produc- 
tion motor that permits the outboard 
user to start in Neutral and shift to 
Forward or Reverse. 

The gear shift lever used to govern 
the direction of the boat is conveniently 
located cn the front panel of the pow- 
erhead. When this is in the central posi- 
tion, the motor is in Neutral; moved up- 
wards, the motor propeller • Reverses; 
moved downward, the motor propels the 
boat Forward. 

Four built-in supplementary devices 
make this new Gear Shift Control prac- 
tical. 1 1 > Automatic motor speed limita- 
tion when in Neutral or Reverse. <2) 
Automatic reverse lock to prevent motor 
from tilting when in reverse. (3) Auto- 
matic exhaust gas diversion when in 
Reverse to prevent cavitation. (4) Rub- 
ber-Floated Propeller which absorbs the 
shocks of shifting and also those of hit- 
ting underwater obstructions. 

Johnson Motors anounces, along with 
Gear Shift Control, a second revolution- 
ary feature; the Mile-Master Fuel Tank. 
On the 1949 models QD and SD, iOBC 
certified at 16.0 h.p. at 4000 r.p.m.) a 
separate fuel tank has been introduced. 
The fuel supply is no longer in the mo- 
tor itself. The tank capacity of five gal- 
lons of fuel is adequate for several hours 
of full throttle operation and in many 
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Fish Strike 

L*S LURES 

Say C. M. Ventrease and Jack R. 
Robinson of Nashville, Tennessee. 

No other lure has the amazing natural action 
found in L&S lures . . . excellent for casting or 
trolling in fresh or salt water. 


Keep these in your tackle box: 

L&S BASS-MASTER This </ 2 ounce lure is 
a proven killer of all game fish. 


L& S lures are expertly made of indestructi- 
ble plastic in surface, semi-surface, and sinking 
models for every type of bait casting or troll- 
ing. Assorted patterns and colors. 



L&S PIKE-MASTER New addition to the 
L&S line . . . a *■» ounce lure available 
in floating and sinking models. 

L&S MUSKI E-MASTER A 7 * ounce lure for 
casting or trolling for the big ones. 
L&S TROUT-MASTER The most durable 
lure made for bait casting or trolling 
for salt water fish. 


us BniT company. 


‘First with Fishermen ’ 


HAWK LURE CATCHES MORE FISH 


BECAUSE Hawk Lures 

have been designed and tested by 
Cap’t Hawk, the famous “No 
Fish, No Pay” guide, who for 39 
years studied various types of 
fish — their feeding habits — food 
and color they prefer. 

The result of this vast knowledge 
of fishing produced a Lure that 
fools fish completely with its life- 
like action. This action is attained 
without metal gadgets or screws. 
Hawk Lures develop terrific action instantly on a slow retriev^^hat^drives 
fish crazy. You'll find too. that this Lure stays at the 
same depth at which the retrieve started. 

Hawk Lures are designed to slide freely 
over rocks and logs where the ordinary 
plug will hang-up. And when fish hit a 
Hawk, they don't get away — they swallow 
those small hooks deep. Made of indestruc- 
tible plastic in 12 fish tested colors. Money 
back guarantee you’ll catch more fish with 
a Hawk Lure — $1.25 each — Get one today 
from your favorite dealer — if he can’t sup- 
ply you, send money order and his name to 




HAWK FISH LURE CORPORATION 



HALIK 


THE 


FLY-ROD 
FROG 

Sturdy, lightweight body with activated 
rubber legs. Famous Halik live action move- 
ment really attracts fish. Senior and Junior 
; Halik Frogs for casting and 
trolling, $1.50 each. Get them at . - i 
your dealer’s now. \ CpoRtSI**" * 

THE HALIK COMPANY 

MOOSE LAKE, MINN. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ~ 
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FREE Handy Chart 

Write for the new 1949 Sea- 
Horse Handy Chart. Illus- 
trates, charts the QD and 
the 4 other great Johnsons 
for '49. All features fully 
described — and what fea- 
tures! Write today. A post 
card gets it! 


1949 OUTBOARD SENSATION! 
THE NEW JOHNSON QD! 

You operate it by Gear Shift Control. 

Move the knob (shown above) and go 
from Neutral to Forward or Reverse. Makes outboard 
boating twice as easy, twice the fun! 

Fuel is automatically fed to the motor from a sepa- 
rate tank (see below). This means 
easier fuel handling — and hours 
of extra operation without re- 
fueling. 

It’s a high -power* motor — 
a compact, 56 lb. ball-of-fire — 
yet it trolls — a combination that 
fishermen have always wanted! 

See the QD at your Johnson 
dealer’s. Look for his name un- 
der "Outboard Motors” in your 
classified phone book. 

JOHNSON MOTORS New! Mile-Master Fuel Tank (16 

1700 Pershing Rd., Waukegan, Illinois lbs.— 5 gal.) with 12 ft. fuel line, 

, , „ . , fuel gauge and fittings. Chck- 

Johnson Motors of Canada. Peterboro j D » attachment. Put it anywhere 

*10.0— OBC Certified Brake Hj\ at 4000 r.p.m.1 in your boat! 



JOHNSON 

L SEA-HORSES 

" for V£P£NDMty 


cases, enough for a full day of average 
operation. The Full-Vue gasoline gauge 
tells the operator his fuel supply at a 
glance. This separate tank, attached to 
the motor by a twelve-foot double fuel 
line, may be placed at any convenient 
position in the boat. 

The fuel line “plugs in" to the motor 
like an electric toaster and is self-seal- 
ing against leakage when detached. 
When the hose is not in use, it can be 
conveniently stowed in an annular re- 
cess provided on top of the tank. A pres- 
sure plunger on the tank forces the fuel 
into the carburetor on the motor. When 
the pressure is once built up, the motor 
itself maintains a continuous fuel sup- 
ply. What used to be the extra, auxiliary 
can of fuel usually carried with a con- 
ventional motor, now becomes the regu- 
lar supply.. 

In the Gear Shift mechanism there is 
only one extra gear. The spiral bevel 
pinion and the two spiral bevel gears — 
all of high grade alloy steel, hardened — 
are always in mesh. The shifting is done 
by clutching one or the other of the 
gears to the propeller shaft. 

The Johnson QD is a perfected Alter- 
nate Firing Twin. (All five models in the 
1949 Johnson line are Twins). Bearings 
are needle, caged needle, roller, ball and 
hard bronze, each the most adaptable to 
its use and purpose. A new and im- 
proved Ready-Pull Starter with pull 
handle centrally located is regular equip- 
ment. Synchro-Control — one lever op- 
eration of spark and throttle — is em- 
ployed. A new flexible rubber mounting 
between the power head and lower unit 
absorbs vibration and provides for the 
Vibrationless Steering Handle as well as 
the Co-Pilot. Dual Carburetion in the 
new, Johnson-designed-and-built, inter- 
connected, calibrated, Carburetor insures 
correct fuel mixture and smooth opera- 
tion throughout the whole speed range 
from trolling to wide open. The new 
Fuel Strainer and Filter traps water and 
foreign material before it gets to the 
carburetor and is accessibly located for 
easy cleaning. A new Vari-Volume pump 
with rubber rotor mounted on the drive- 
shaft acts as a positive displacement 



Johnson Model QD, 10.0 h.p. O.B.C. cer- 
tified at 4000 r.p.m. Alternate Firing 
Twin. Weight 56 lbs. This model is brand 1 
NEW in the Johnson line . . . has Gear 
Shift Control — Neutral-Forward-Reverse 
and the separate Mile-Master Fuel Tank. 
Power to plane a boat, yet so expertly 
designed that it is likewise a trolling 
motor. 
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pump at slower speeds and as a centri- 
fugal pump at higher speeds and insures 
adequate cooling at all speeds. A unique 
water distribution system in the cylinder 
block maintains uniform temperatures 
and minimizes condensation in the com- 
bustion space. 

There are, of course, a host of other 
new features such as a rubber mounting 
for vibration absorption between the 
power head cover and the power head 
itself, and aircraft-type seals on the top 
and bottom main bearings of the crank- 
shaft. But one of the greatest of all is 
the light weight of only 56 pounds with- 
out the slightest sacrifice of strength 
and durability. The separate Mile-Master 
Fuel Tank weighs about 16 pounds. 

The new Johnson Model QD has an 
approved operating speed range of 4030 
to 5C00 revolutions per minute and the 
power is 10.0 — OBC Certified Brake 
Horsepower at 400 revolutions per min- 
ute. It has power to plane a sturdy boat 
and “hold-your-hat” acceleration: also, 
for a heavy boat transmitted through 
the adequate 9-inch diameter propeller. 
The QD is a powerful motor — it is also 


a trolling motor, meeting all the qualifi- 
cations required by the fisherman who 
doesn't care to take “all day” to get 
across the lake yet wants to troll, slowly 
and consistently, after he gets there. 

Besides the new QD, Johnson con- 
tinues the production in 1949 of four 
other models, O.B.C. certified at 2.5, 5.0, 
16.0 and 22.0 horsepower at 4000 r.p.m. 

The models HD and TD (2.5 and 5.0 
horsepower respectively) are also modi- 
fied and improved. Both of these famous 
fishing motors now have Twin-Grip 
Handholds for greater ease in handling. 
Both have redesigned clamp screw hand- 
les for easier tightening. Both have a 
“new look” and the TD boasts a new 
stern bracket. 

The Model SD, (16.0 horsepower) now 
has the Mile-Master Fuel Tank and a 
new die cast aluminum power head 
cover which is in two pieces for auick. 
easy access to the power head, and is 
rubber mounted. 

Unchanged, except in some minor de- 
tails of construction, the heavy-duty PO 
model continues to top the Johnson Line 
at 22.0 horsepower. 


That Cam pal Insect Repellent 

By Robert Page Lincoln 


TN the course of the early spring sea- 
son in Florida I dropped in to see my 
good friend J. Stuart Miller, of the Mil- 
ler-Allbritton Company, makers of the 
new insect repellent, Campal. I was 
interested to know what success he had 
had with this insect keeper-offer and 
if he had sold a couple quarts of it. 
So I was due for rather much of a sur- 
prise— and I do mean surprise. As will 
be remembered, Campal was put out in 
the middle of the summer of 1948, and 
the season was getting well spent be- 
fore it got any manner of distribution. 
However, it appears that advertising in 
Fur-Fish-Game proved electrifying and 
orders began coming in from all sections 
of the United States and kept coming 
in. Curious to know what success these 
purchasers of Campal had had with 
the repellent, Miller sent out cards to 
over 300 purchasers asking their opinion 
of Campal. and if it had proved success- 
ful with them in keeping the insects at 
a distance. Out of the 300 cards sent 
out, I read 250 of them and the more 
I read the more my mouth opened in 
surprise. There, in one compact pile, 
were 250 recommendations of the sort 
that any advertising agency would give 
its collective right arm to own. Talk 
about advertising value! And talk about 
lCO r ; acceptance of a product! 

Here are several recommendations. 
One from Edwin H. Luedtke, Lone Rock, 
Iowa : 

“Went catfishing one night last sum- 
mer and as the catfish just were not 
biting, I slept for about four hours along 
the mosquito-infested river bank. The 
only protection for my hands and face 
was a thorough application of Campal 
and I received not one mosquito bite. 
You could hear a continuous buzz but 
they wouldn’t light. It is the best repel- 
lent I’ve ever used!” 

Lewis M. Gure, R.R. 1, Box 83, Skelly- 
town, Texas, wrote: 

“I used Campal in Missouri and Ar- 
kansas last summer when the seed ticks 
were at their worst. We were completely 


covered with them. It didn’t seem pos- 
sible that thousands of ticks could get 
on the clothing and not get inside but 
that is what happened when we used 
Campal. We had no chigger bites either 
and we went anywhere we wished to go 
regardless of the ticks and chiggers. I 
am sold on Campal for life!” 

R. B. Hoxie, 205 Ridge Road, Ruther- 
ford, N. J., wrote: 

"Campal is excellent. The family en- 
joy it because of its pleasant odor and 
that it can be used safely on young 
children and best of all it certainly does 
the trick on our New Jersey skeeters!” 

Mrs. Harry Corea. 1224 North 5th, 
Springfield, Illinois: 

“We found Campal the best insect 
repellent we’ve ever used. I use it for 
the whole family and it doesn't irritate 
the skin.” 

Here is a letter from M. L. McCrae, 
Attorney, 88 Broad Street, P.O. Box 242, 
Charleston 5, S. C. He writes: 

“I spend a lot of time in the woods 
and swamps fishing and also in pursuing 
my work as a member of the Charles- 
ton Natural History Society. When I be- 
gan using Campal my worries so far as 
insects were concerned were over. The 
first time I used it was at Bear's Bluff, 
on Wadmalaw Island. Robert Lunz, di- 
rector of Bear’s Bluff Laboratories and 
I were out one evening graining, or 
gigging, for flounder. It was a still night. 
The mosquitoes were terrific. Bob had 
so many on his face, neck, arms and 
legs that he couldn't fish for slapping 
at them. They came by the thousands, 
all hungry, and seemed intent on devour- 
ing him in the shortest possible time. 
I didn't get a bite! After a few minutes 
I opened my bottle of Campal and passed 
it to him and told him to put it on 
thickly. He did; and no more skeeter 
bites. They stayed off of both of us. 

"The next month a party of six of 
us spent a week on Sullivan’s Island. I 
was especially welcomed and justified 
my presence there as the owner of a 
bottle of Campal. I don’t know how 
many others did, but Harry Kilpatrick 



— Say Sportsmen From 
Coast To Coast 
about 


CAMPAL 

The Amazing New Insect 
Repellent that 

REALLY WORKS! 

Yes sir! Written testimony in our 
office from Outdoorsmen across 
the U.S., describes CAMPAL as 
"wonderful" — "amazing" — 
"swell" "terrific" — "in a class by 
itself" — "worth $5 an ounce" — 
"can't be beat" — "the real thing" 
— "tops" — "par-excellence" — 
"perfection" and you'll agree when 
you put CAMPAL to the test 
where bugs are thickest. 

PROTECTS ACAINST 

Mosquitoes, including Malaria and Yellow Fever 
species; Chiggers, Cnats, Fleas, Biting Flies, 
Ticks, Punkies, Mites, Midges. "No-seeums" and 
other biting insects. 

"THEY CAN'T BITE 
BECAUSE THEY CAN'T LIGHT" 

YOU'LL LIKE IT — THE BUCS WON'T 
OR YOUR MONEY BACK 

For a wise investment in complete 
camp comfort 

ORDER YOUR SUPPLY OF CAMPAL TODAY 

49c per bottle 

postpaid 

MILLER - ALLBRITTON 

2702 MacDill Avenue, 

Tampa 9, Florida 

DEALERS; Be the first with the foremost. Write 
for profit-plus sampling plan today! 
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“I caught this baby on a 

PRESCOTT 
SPINNER 

says 

H. Onstad 

St. Paul, Minn. 

Mr. Onstad landed this 
17'/2 pound muskie 
with a Prescott Cock- 
atoush Spinner. He 
says, "I am a con- 
firmed user of Prescott 
Spinners, and I'll al- 
ways use this famous 
lure." 

Fishing is grand when you use Prescott Spin- 
ners, created by Chas. H. Stapf. His famous 
booklet, "How to Catch Fish" has just been re- 
printed. It's only 15c, including a Prescott 
Spinner to which you can attach a hook. Send 
for it today. 

PRESCOTT SPINNER MFG. CO 

Founded by Charles H. Stapf, 
Prescott, Wise. 

1041 Front Ave. W. St. Paul 3, Minn. 




REG.^U.S. PAT. OFF. 


BEST FOR BAIT CASTING 

The Large Type, Ball 
Bearing, Level Winding, 

Line Drying, Diecast 
aluminum, 7 inch diam- 
eter. 

NO BACKLASH 

KIEST REEL 

$13.95 postpaid 
King of the large type 
reels for over 25 years 

Order from 
your dealer or direct. 

HENRY A. KIEST REEL CO. 

Knox, Indiana 



f THE FISHERMAN S FRIEND- 



New — Hard Rubber 
Box — Ideal for fish- 
ing gear and fishing 
reel. Made of Vs” 
Vulcanized Rubber. 
With shoulder strap. 
Waterproof — very 
durable . . . will stand 
lots of abuse. 

Special 
Low Price 

$ 0.95 

V EA. 


QUANTITY LIMITED — ORDER NOW 

| No COD please — check or money order. 

N. Y. OUTLET & SALES CO. 

650 Broadway N. Y. 12 N. Y. 


NEW TYPE FJSHING BOOTS ! , 

on and oil like bedroom slippers, lace for 
ankle fit! LIGHT, TOUGH, COMFORTABLE, with 
sofety strop at top of bool to keep water out. 
SOLD ONLY BY MAILI The HEW Don Kepler Fish- 
ing loot is custom mode, with sponge insole, orch 
support, stub proof toe cop. Write TODAY for 
free Circular and color picture: 

DON KEPLER, INC. 

Dept. FFG-9 Pino 6 row Mills, fonna. 


and Leon Culler both told me that they 
ordered Campal from you. The next 
week, Labor Day, 1948, a party of us 
went to Lake Marion. It rained so much 
we spent about half of our time at camp. 
The mosquitoes up there were much 
hungrier than the fish and kept us 
from getting lazy doing nothing. I of- 
fered to demonstrate to the group that, 
by mental power, I could prevent mos- 
auitoes from biting me. So I slipped 
into my cabin, applied Campal, and sat 
in the open yard, near an electric light, 
with my hat off, shirt wide open at the 
neck and sleeves rolled up to the elbows. 
The rest of the party watched me en- 
joying complete rest and ease while they 
slapped and scratched for half an hour. 
Then I passed around the Campal and 
the story was out. 

“Campal is not only the best repellent 
I have ever used but its effect is 100%. 
There can be no better!” 

All of the above is very gratifying 
to us, inasmuch as our testing depart- 
ment found Campal the most perfect 
repellent experimented with out of ten 
or twelve that were used. These experi- 
ments have now gone on for a consider- 
able period. Miller told me: “Fishermen 
will spend hundreds of dollars on equip- 
ment to go fishing and then will almost 
invariably forget to bring a repellent 
along which only costs so many cents. 
Yet the whole success of their trip de- 
pends on keeping the insects at a dis- 
tance. Of course many do not bring 
any along simply because they have 
found most dopes on the market noth- 
ing but total failures.” 

The above is only too true. The first 
impulse of the average person checking 
on a fly dope is to remove the cap on 
the bottle and give the concoction a 


series of speculative sniffs. If it makes 
your eyes smart and has a powerful 
citronella stink to it then it is felt it 
must be good. This, however, is not so. 
If it were so you could rub yourself with 
garlic, cabbage after a hard frost, lim- 
burger cheese and tincture of red union 
suit and the insects would descend en 
masse attracted rather than dismayed 
by this odoriferous plastering. Unlike 
the old smelly preparations, Campal ac- 
tion is not dependent upon odor. It has 
a paralytic action upon the nerve ends 
of the insect’s feet which are extremely 
sensitive. As soon as an insect approach- 
es a Campal-treated area it is affected 
by this action, in fact even before reach- 
ing the surface of the skin, and prompt- 
ly veers off. This gives a reason for the 
Campal slogan: “They can’t bite because 
they can’t light.” Insects that crawl, if 
coming onto a Campal-treated area, are 
paralyzed and often killed. This has 
been proved by the fact that ticks have 
been found dead in trouser cuffs of 
pants that have been sprayed. And yet 
Campal contains no DDT, and is not 
harmful to the most tender skin. This 
is important because many women 
would use it if they knew its non-ir- 
ritating value. 

I cannot too strongly suggest the use 
of Campal by spraying the clothes with 
the same when going into tick-infested 
areas. Also when going into areas in the 
West, as in Idaho, where the spotted 
fever tick is found, Campal is about the 
only repellent we have found that will 
keep it off. Too, as in eastern Arkansas 
and other sections of the South where 
the malaria mosquito is something to 
think seriously with regard to, Campal 
will be found about the only repellent 
that will keep these insects at a non- 
biting distance. 


The Fly And Spinner 

(Continued from page 9) 


use small and, light lures, in fact any 
lure that will not arouse suspicions. It 
is here that the fly and spinner will 
eventually come to the front as one of 
the most interesting, provocative and 
productive of lures to use. Another fea- 
ture with regard to fly rod fishing for 
bass and other fish, you can carry in a 
small box or fly book all the lures that 
you will need for a day of fishing, thus 
obviating the need of lugging along a 
tackle box well crammed with a thou- 
sand lures, very few of which are ever 
used, since the average bait caster will 
not use over three or four lures at most. 

The question about what sort of out- 
fit to use for fly and spinner fishing is 
bound to come up at some time or other. 
That being the case I should like to 
dwell on this subject more or less thor- 
oughly as it is important. It should be 
obvious that whereas the fly and. spin- 
ner is somewhat more “hefty” than an 
ordinary fly, a rod is needed that will 
have sufficient backbone to project it 
forward to its destination. No limber 
rod will do this, therefore the rod 
should have between good to fair back- 
bone. You obtain this in what is known 
as the “bass action” fly rod. It is un- 
fortunate that fishermen cannot try out 
this rod and that one, and this other 
one in actual fishing. As a rule you try 
your rod out by jiggling it in the sport- 
ing goods store and. in that jiggling 
performance you have to decide whether 
it is “right” for the purpose. You often 
hear it said that in selecting a rod 


you should enlist the advice of a fly 
fisherman (as in this case), or go to 
some casting club and get some advice 
on the subject. Well, as a rule such ad- 
vice is not present and nine out of ten 
wouldn't ask for such advice anyhow, 
so they have to trust to their own 
perception, and rely on the word of 
the clerk and let it go at that. Some 
sporting goods store clerks are skilled 
fly fishermen and can give you the 
right advice, but usually that clerk 
is not too well informed — or experienced 
—and you are likely to get that inevita- 
ble bum steer. Too, the strength of 
your wrist, your ability to handle a rod 
must be taken into consideration, so 
really you have to trust to your own 
judgment much of the time in this 
selection. In any event your rod must 
have the backbone needed to flick your 
fly and spinner out without a feeling 
on the part of the rod of weakness and 
inability to carry through. It is both 
on the cast and on the pick-up that one 
measures the worth of a fly rod in the 
bass field, and especially as casting the 
fly and spinner combination. 

I doubt if there is a type of material 
equal to the bamboo for a fly rod or 
in any field of fly casting endeavor. It 
is a top recommendation. However, one 
should not forget that there is also the 
seamless tubular rods up for considera- 
tion. Some of these are far too heavy 
or rather stiff to take seriously. If you 
obtain a seamless tubular steel rod, let 
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it be nine feet in length, which, by the 
way, is about what I would call uniform- 
ly successful for fly rod length in any 
material. The wonder glass fly rod made 
by Shakespeare is another rod that is 
probably going to go places in the field 
of fly and spinner fishing that the fish- 
ing world is now embarking upon. It 
has a splendid action, handles well and 
is a close approach to what might be 
termed a perfect rod for fly and spin- 
ner fishing. 

I never believed in the use of a single 
action reel for fly and spinner fish- 
ing. In the same breath I might state 
that the single action reel has its fail- 
ings in any branch of fly fishing in 
which it is used. If the fish made long 
runs and a lot of line has to be ex- 
pended then a large single action, open- 
work reel with large line capacity might 
have its good points. As a rule it will 
be found that the automatic reel, espe- 
cially a free-stripping automatic reel, 
has just about everything to recommend 
it. With the automatic reel you have 
no slack line to contend with, as a 
touch on the lever with your little finger 
takes in the line automatically. Op- 
posed to this you strip your line in 
when using a single action reel, let- 
ting the line fall in coils in the boat 
or in the water as the case may be and 
after your fish is landed you then (and 
only then) use the reel and reel the as- 
sorted coils of line onto the reel. At 
best it is a crude and questionable 
method. 

So far as the line is concerned it 
should have a soft, flexible finish and 
should not be of the hard type that falls 
in coils around you. A harsh, hard line 
has little if any use in the fly fishing 
field. The size of the line has much to 
do with your success in fishing the fly 
and spinner. For a rod having a pretty 
generous backbone you will need a C 
line to bring out the action of the rod. 
For a rod with a moderate backbone 
you will find the D line excellent. A 
light line will not bring out the action 
of the rod, and if a light line is used 
then you have to "force the cast,” that 
is, you have to put arm and wrist pres- 
sure on the rod to get the lure forward 
to its destination. Most fly and spinner 
fishermen use the so-called “level” fly- 
lines, that is, lines that are of the same 
caliber throughout their full length. Op- 
posed to this is the tapered line, much 
of which line may be C in caliber but 
a portion of its end may be tapered 
down to a finer point. The value of 
the tapered line of course is that you 
can make relatively better and more 
accurate casts with the same. In use 
the tapered line acts much like a long 
whip which tapers from a fine point in 
front to a gradually increasing caliber 
in back. The heavier portion in back 
forces itself against the lighter por- 
tion in front and the impetus is carried 
to the very tip and shoots forward with 
quick speed. Same with the tapered 
line. Used with both (or either) the 
level line or the tapered line is the 
tapered leader which acts more or less 
in the same capacity as the tapered line. 
Personally I would say that this tapered 
leader should be something like nine 
feet in length or not less than seven 
and one half feet. Not only does the 
leader promote ease in casting but it 
assures a degree of invisibility as be- 
tween the lure and the line that is of 
exceeding importance. There are those 
who might ask if the fly and spinner 
cannot be tied directly to the line. This 
cannot be done, never is done and if 
done it defeats every purpose of the 
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DRAG-IT 


Combination NON-SNAG SINKER 
and TRIPLE ACTION FLEX-O-LURE . 




Try it — fellows! Thrills galore! 

Catch the BIG ONES — down 
deep. 2 lb. PERCH— WOPPER 
BASS and WALLEYES. Others SLOW REELING WITH BAIT 
are getting ' 



Drag-lt Sinkers and Lures 

Dept. B-5 


1709 Irving Park Rd. 

Chicago 13, III. 


“ 25 FISH IN 28 CASTS ” 

with LAZY DAN 


H. H. Bed. Cl 
28 easts with 
hooked 22 Bass 


I 3 Northern Pike. 


40e Each at Most Sports Dealers 
ALL 3 LAZY DANS $1.00 Postpaid 

Free folder. Dept. FFF5 



HURRICANE LAMPS — BURN OIL 



A Necessity in Many Loca- 
tions — an added attraction in 
all. Keep your Guests Happy 
when the Lights Go Out. 
Holds one pint of kerosene. 
Send $2.95. Complete Lamp 
sent P. Post Insured, Guar- 
anteed. Black crinkle finish. 


WOODBECK LAMP WORKS, GOWEN. MICH. 


SAFETY GRIPPERS 



529 Bellefonte Ave., Lock Hat 


An essential for 
stream waders. 
Good on snowy 
hills. Designed 
for Comfort - Ef- 
ficiency - Strong 
- Waterproof - 
1 4 oz. Pr. $3.00 
Postpaid. <~ 
Boot size. 
Dealers Wanted 
R. D. CENTER 


LIVE BAIT AND^RETAU. 

SOFT CRAWFISH, NITE CRAWLERS. CARDEN 
WORMS, LEECHES, HELLCRAMMITES 
COLDEN CRUBS I MEAL WORMS) 

All orders shipped same day received in our new ico 
parked, vacuum containers. Lira delivery guaranteed. 

Write for complete price list. Dealers write for our 
wholesale prices. 

A.B.C. BAIT STORE s»'“! 

188 E. Livingston Avo., Columbus 15, Ohio 



The small-mouth bass take the fly and spinner combination in a big way. Here 
is a sample of possibilities! 


lure. You must have a leader for this 
sort of fishing. It is a definite “must.” 
Previously, in another article, I have 
stated my preference in hooks for use 
in bass flies, that preference being the 
so-called O’Shaughnessy bend, flat or 
so-called “hand-forged” sides to the 
bend of the hook. I must say after a 
lifetime use of such hooks in bass flies 
that I have been unable to find an 
equal to them. They not only hook 
well, but they seem to balance the fly 
perfectly, eliminating the possibility of 
the fly turning from side to side which 
is possible in a fly of the sort that has 
a hook too light in weight. This may 
seem like a matter of little consequence 
but it really has some features that 
must be recognized. Probably the only 
outstanding competitor of the O’- 
Shaughnessy type hook is the so-called 
Model Perfect hook. It is my personal 
belief that the two should be tried out 


under like conditions and their action, 
as connected with the fly, studied. If 
you ever get deeply into fly and spinner 
fishing you will want to do this any- 
how so you might as well know about 
it. 

I firmly believe in the red feather tail 
to the bass fly as used with a spinner on 
a shaft. It may, or may not, be a point 
of attraction. I think the former prem- 
ise might be accepted. Usually this tail 
should be red. Colors and patterns of 
flies in bass fishing is a matter as open 
to debate as any subject of the same 
sort that ever comes up in trout fishing. 
One fly might do best in the morning, 
while another may do best in the late 
afternoon and still another in the eve- 
ning. There is room here for much 
speculation and experiment. You will 
find it the most engrossing study you 
have indulged in and one that has 
endless fascination ! 


Mountaineering Mules 

(Continued from page 14) 


As anticipated, we had more or less 
difficulty in getting the mules over 
rather numerous pitches. In one case, 
however, one of them became reckless, 
preferring to go straight down a steep 
granite incline rather than around a 
switchback. We expected it to break 
its neck, but somehow it succeeded 
in slithering down without even losing 
its footing. Mule fashion, they some- 
times balked at tolerably safe places 
and went plunging down almost impas- 
| sable ones. Once started, they usually 
I kept going without a stop to the foot of 
j an objectionable pitch or chute, some- 
times necessitating rather agile side- 
stepping on the part of the man hold- 
ing the lead rope. 

Having eventually gained the margin 
of the basin without mishap, we wound 
along another undulating glaciated 
surface, the lakes now completely hid- 
den from our view by intervening eleva- 
tions. A devious course led us around 
bluffs and past several smaller lakes 


of the group which we stocked as we 
passed them. The largest, however, ly- 
ing immediately at the very base of 
the North Palisade, was more difficult 
to reach. After going some distance up 
a rough way toward the top of the hill 
beyond which the lakes lay, we retraced 
our course. Presently, however, we dis- 
covered a ledge angling up the hill in 
another direction. Along this we led the 
mules and continued around across the 
summit to the rocky margin of the 
lake, a circular body of deep, limpid 
blue water several hundred yards in 
diameter. Into it we emptied the several 
remaining cans of trout fry, a large 
percentage of which had survived, de- 
spite its gruelling trip and the numerous 
short, and one prolonged, stop. 

As the afternoon shadows were al- 
ready creeping across the basin, we did 
not linger long at this lake. After re- 
crossing the hill, we picked our way 
westward to the base of the rise lead- 
ing to the pass. All went tolerably well 
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until we approached the foot of the 
incline down which one of the mules 
had slithered in the descent. Two of 
them, in response to mulistic vagaries, 
suddenly made a rush toward it and 
succeeded in scrambling up it, although 
every instant we expected to see them 
come rolling back. 

Not far above this, one of them 
shot up along the edge of another in- 
cline with a sheer drop of about fifty 
feet to one side. Almost at the top, it 
began to totter and then to slide over 
the brink. “Goodbye, mule,” we thought 
as we watched it go. However, the ani- 
mal made a “demi-volte,” describing a 
complete half-circle in the air and 
landing on the rock behind — the most 
acrobatic feat Harry Halliday, in all 
his extended experience in packing in 
the Sierra, had ever seen a pack ani- 
mal perform. 

Meanwhile the other two mules had 
gone on ahead. While Harry looked 
after the “acrobatic” animal, I went 
out in pursuit of the others. Some dis- 
tance beyond the pass I succeeded in 
overhauling them as they went along 
with noses toward the ground like a 
pair of hounds spying out the trail. I 


let them continue to do so until eventu- 
ally they missed it and came to a halt 
on the edge of a cliff. After being led 
back to the trail, one of them kept 
right on down the side of the moun- 
tain, but the other required some as- 
sistance in getting over a number of 
the bad places. Near the foot of the 
descent, the leading mule stopped above 
the loose talus at which we had experi- 
enced the first trouble in the morning. 
Over this I led them to the meadows 
beyond, while close behind came Harry 
with the “acrobat.” 

The rather hazardous undertaking 
had proved a success. We had reached 
our objective without injury to our- 
selves, and despite acrobatic proclivities, 
nothing worse than a few cuts and 
scratches for the mules. I have climbed 
hundreds of mountains, but never be- 
fore, helped “rope” a string of mules 
over such a terrain, or rather “rockain,” 
as we traveled that day. 

“Quite a trip," I remarked to Harry, 
as he returned to camp after turning 
out the stock. 

“Yes,” he replied, “and there are only 
two men in California who could have 
made it.” 


Wexford Nylon Casting Line 

By Ben C. Robinson 


'T'HIS is a success story! The story 
about Wexford Nylon Casting line. 
It took fifteen years of intensive research 
and experimentation but we finally have 
a line that has everything any fisher- 
man ever wanted in a fine line. It wears 
much longer, absorbs less water, is more 
flexible and delivers a 13% wet-breaking 
load bonus. When it was developed, we 
knew we had the “cracker jack” of all 
lines. The big thing was to get the deal- 
er and customer nod of approval. 

This is how we did it. A leading in- 
dependent Testing Company was con- 
tacted. They agreed to conduct an im- 
partial test with ten other leading brands 
of line that could be purchased on the 
market. This test was conducted with 
ten samples of each line being used to 
insure accurate results. 

This independent laboratory test was 
astounding. It went way beyond our ex- 
pectations. This test found that Wexford 
wears up to 3 times longer and averages 
7 times more water resistant than the 
ten other lines tested. Samples of all 
lines were tested on a device which found 
Shakespeare line is fully as flexible as 
any of the lines tested. 

It often takes several years for a very 
good product to get public acceptance. 
Wexford has gained that in just two 
years. Line happens to be a piece of 
fishing equipment that every fisherman 
can easily judge in one season. Wexford 
now stands on its own merits. 

One of the well known Outdoor Writ- 
ers in his famous column says: 

“You’ve got to hand it to those Shake- 
speare tackle folks. They just keep im- 
provin’ and improvin’ their products. 
Shakespeare spent a mound of money 
in research in casting line and came 
out with one that is three times longer 
wearing and seven times more water re- 
sistant than ten other lines tested in an 
independent laboratory. Casts like a 


dream because it stays drier longer. 
My advice is to hurry out and get your- 
self a Shakespeare WEXFORD Nylon 
Line.” 

That’s the story of the greatest ad- 
vance in fishing line performance since 
Shakespeare Company perfected the 
level wind reel way back in 1897. The 
public wants this kind of performance. 


Rough Stuff 

(Continued from page 13) 

I was still lucid enough not to volunteer 
as an active feeler. 

I learned that there are two schools of 
turtle feelers, the two being distinguished 
merely by the apparel worn and use of 
a spiked stick for probing mud, weed 
beds or any other likely hideout in which 
the quarry may seek refuge. 

Joe is of the old school, scorning any 
and all impedimentia as well as assidu- 
ously believing in being fully clothed, 
the attire including shirt, pants, shoes 
and even a hat. Bill, on the other hand, 
uses only enough clothing to keep within 
the bounds of propriety; skimpy swim- 
ming trunks being the usual rule. If 
the sun is hot he may include a sleeve- 
less jersey. Bill considers the spiked 
stick an indispensable adjunct because it 
often enables him to locate a turtle by 
the sound of its shell when the stick 
makes contact. Both agree on a burlap 
sack which they carry looped around 
the belt. Obviously the sack is for carry- 
ing prospective game. 

On a sunny Saturday afternoon the 
three of us left the parked car just 
below the local waterworks and made 
for the nearby Shenango River. Mean- 
dering leisurely between high, tree- 
fringed banks and over a bottom consist- 
ing largely of mud, the swamp tinctured 
water has its source in the famous 
Pymatuning Reservoir. A short distance 
above the waterworks, where the lower 
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Robert Lincoln, famous Outdoor Wt 

Tom Flowers, Florida Guide, with bass taken 
with Shakespeare Glass Fiber Wondered. 

ACTION POWER 

IS THE SECRET 

The thrill of casting flawlessly may be 
yours, too, when you let Shakespeare 
WONDEROD’S amazing ACTION 
and POWER go to work for you. 

Fish with it, and you’ll agree with 
Bob Lincoln, famous Sportsman, when 
he says: "It handles with extreme ease, 
casts flawlessly, has the right amount 
of backbone for good casting . . . not 
too stiff, yet not too limber. Stands up 
wonderfully in both fresh and salt 
water, too!" 

No other rod cai 
Wonderod’s perfect performance, 
thanks to HOWALD PROCESS 
resinated glass fibers, processed and 
precision controlled exclusively by 
Shakespeare. 

Try tnis great rod, now in Bait 
or Fly Casting, Salt Water and 
Combination Fly and Spinning 
Types. You’ll agree it’s tops. And 
remember, Wonderod won’t rust, 
rot or set. At your sports store. 

FREE 1949 TACKLE BOOK 

and Pocket Fishing 


Shakespeare Company 
Dept. FTG-5, Kalamazoo 2, Michigan 
Send me your FREE 1949 TACKLE BOOK 
and Pocket Fishing Calendar. 


rite name and addre 


HONOR BUILT FOR OVER 50 YEARS 
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At Last! 

THE LEBLANC-LINCOLN 
SPINNER - FLIES 


— made to the specifications of Rob- 
ert Page Lincoln after a lifetime use 
of the fly-and-spinner combination 
... no wings to interfere with the 
action of the hackle ... a spinner- 
fly combination at its top-best! 

BASS SPINNER-FLIES 
Tied on Wright fid McGill O'Shaugh- 
nessy nickled hook, size 1/0, and In- 
diana type nickle spinner, No. 2, 
with split-rings, in the following 
patterns: 

Royal Coachman, Yellow Sally, 
Black Gnat, Gray Hackle (peacock 
green), Bob Lincoln’s Bee, Red Ibis, 
White Miller, Brown Hackle 
(brown). Brown Hackle (peacock 
green), Parmachene Belle, Coach- 
man and Gray Hackle (gray). 
Price, 65c each or # 7.80 a dozen. 

PANFISH SPINNER-FLIES 
Tied on No. 6 Sproat bronzed hooks 
and No. 1 Indiana type nickel spin- 
ner on shaft attached with split ring. 
All grizzly gray hackle, tied 2/3 pal- 
mer in the following colors: 

Scarlet, green, white, black, gray, 
yellow, brown and peacock (green). 
Price, 33-l/3c each or #4.00 a dozen. 
Introductory offer: Two bass spin- 
ner flies for #1.00. 

Address all orders to: 

E. H. LE BLANC 

Box 121 Opelousas, Louisiana 

We fully recommend the use of 
Hutchen Leaders with these flies 
and spinners. Read below. 

4 

FAMOUS 
OLD HUTCH 

The Continuous Tapered Nine-foot 
Fly Leader 

Are made of nylon, with a beautiful, uni- 
form taper that gives a smooth action to 
casting and retrieving. Leaves no forward 
wake, are trouble free, cast straighter and 
are more economical to use. They arc es- 
pecially designed for all manner of fly fish- 
ing. Following are a list of 12 Old Hutch, 
9 ft. continuous tapered fly leaders in 4 


butt sizes. 

Each bu 

t SIZ 

has three tip sizes. 

.017 x 

006 

5X 

.9 lb. tesc 

.017 x 

007 

4X 

1 '/< ” " 

.017 x 

008 

3X 

1 J /4 ” *’ 

.019 x 

008 

3X 

1 ’/« ” ” 

2 '/„ ” ” 

.019 x 

009 

2X 

.019 x 

010 

IX 

3 ” ” 

.021 x 

010 

IX 

3 ” ” 

.021 x 

Oil 

ox 

3 '/ 2 ” ” 

.021 x 

012 

9/5 

4 1 , •• » 

.023 x 

012 

9/5 

4 '/ 2 ” ” 

.023 x 

013 

8/5 

5 ” ” 

.023 x 

014 

7/5 

6 ” ” 

The above 

leaders 

are 

o be had in Green 

Mist, BIu 

Mist, 

Dark Green Shadow, 

Evening Sky-Blue 

and 

Amber. Price, 90c 


The .023x7/5 (6 lb. tip) Old Hutch lead- 
er is perfect for use with the LeBlanc-Lin- 
coln Bass fly. The .019xlX (3 lb. tip) 
Old Hutch Leader is approved by us for 
the LeBlanc-Lincoln Panfish spinner and 
fly. Both of these leaders have been tried 
on these two fly and spinner combinations 
with excellent results. 

Robert Page Lincoln says this of the Old 
Hutch Leader: "Never have I used a 

leader more fully satisfactory for every 
kind of fly fishing. Every fly fisherman 
in the country should have one . . . they 
defy comparison!" 


Send Check or Money Order to: 


HUTCHEN LEADER CO. 

4968 Floristan Ave. Box EE 

Los Angeles 41, Calif. 


banks made the river more accessible, 
the two feelers eased themselves into 
the rather chill water and began get- 
ting the feel of the bottom. 

Joe almost immediately made for a 
muskrat den entrance which he spied 
on the opposite side. Bill elected to 
work under an overhanging bank held 
intact by the myriad roots of some soft 
maples. It’s hardly necessary to add that 
I watched the activities of both from 
atop the high bank. 

Bill eased along rather cautiously 
until his bare feet became accustomed to 
the soft, treacherous bottom. “This 
looks good here,” he finally observed as 
he disappeared under the bank on which 


big snag at the entrance to a small cove. 

“Here, this really looks good,” he ob- 
served brightly. Even my inexperienced 
eye agreed with his expert observation. 

Three or four giant maples brooded 
at the top of the slope at the far end 
of the cove. At the foot of the slope Bill 
suddenly knelt and began feeling about 
with his left hand. 

“Whoops!” he exclaimed as he plunged 
his other hand into the water. “Here’s 
a muskrat hole and it sure feels hot,” 
he paradoxically added. 

As I looked up to locate Joe and 
tell him about the hot prospects on our 
side of the stream, I was just in time 
to see him disappearing around a bend. 



This cantankerous patriarch has a disposition typical of all snappers regardless 
of vintage. 


I stood. The otherwise tranquil scene 
was disturbed only by several water 
snakes as they plopped into the water 
from their perches high up on some 
sundrenched streamside bushes. Inci- 
dentally, water snakes are not even re- 
motely related to the venomous water 
moccasin of the south although most old 
time turtle hunters believe them to be 
just that. Be it as it may, all water 
snakes without exception are repulsive 
to a degree. 

In the meanwhile, Joe had knelt in 
front of the den entrance and was 
apparently striving to reach its bottom. 

"Any luck, Joe?’’ I called out. 

“Yeah. I have a hold of a small one,” 
he grunted, and almost at the same 
time arose from the water clinging to 
what looked like an eight or ten pounder. 

After climbing the bank with his catch, 
he looped a stout cord around the rep- 
tile’s spiked tail and tethered it to a 
sapling. On his return trip downstream 
he would pick it up. 

Bill splashed about in the shallow 
water under the bank, presumably feel- 
ing all likely spots with his bare hands 
and probing the mud and weed beds 
with his iron shod stick. I could scarcely 
suppress a shudder. 

In a few minutes he emerged into the 
bright sunlight, his balding head liberally 
besprinkled with mud. “A big fellow 
played around the water’s edge under 
there,” he remarked. 

"Couldn't you follow his tracks?” I 
asked. 

“No, he must have taken to the wa- 
ter,” he replied as he slowly skirted a 


However, in so doing I spied a water 
snake in the lower branches of a nearby 
bush going through some queer antics, 
the reptile seemingly anxious to take to 
the water but deterred by the close 
proximity of my unsuspecting compan- 
ion. 

When I again turned to Bill he had 
located his quarry and was even then 
maneuvering for a good hold. All but 
his head was submerged as he deliber- 
ately went about his task. 

At this juncture the uneasy water 
snake had worked up enough courage 
to chance the leap. And leap it did, 
missing my companion’s head by inches. 
I had looked for the reptile to land 
sauarely on his neck. Anyway, I had 
maliciously hoped so. 

In a matter of minutes Bill had his 
victim by the tail, a snapper which 
compared favorably with his Conneaut 
Lake catch. 

“Here, hold this sack so I can drop 
this baby into it,” he directed. And it 
was no easy task guiding the spasmodi- 
cally lunging head into the confines of 
the sack. 

Just as we sat down for a smoke 
the bushes parted and Joe stepped in on 
the scene. 

“I reckoned you chaps must have 
connected," said he, nodding at Bill’s 
bulging sack. 

“You didn’t do so bad yourself,” I 
remarked, observing two bulges in his 
own sack. 

“Yeah, I picked up another on a bar 
above the bend. And judging from the 
size of yours,” he went on, “we have 
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plenty of soup stock.” He grinned 
happily and smacked his lips. 

Well, it turned out that we not only 
had an abundance of soup stock, but 
also more than enough to concoct a 
mess of that culinary extravaganza with 
the altogether too plebian name of 
fried turtle. 

As for turtle soups — the mock as 
well as the alleged genuine articles 
which I have sampled on occasions, pale 
into insignificance when compared with 
the savory admixture as compounded 
in these parts. Strictly, it’s not a soup, 
but heavy food; a gumbo-like chowder 
featuring large chunks of the most 
delectable meat I have ever tasted. 
Even the plastron or small breastplate 
of the turtle is included in the gastro- 
nomic masterpiece, a surefire indication 
to the gourmand that the cook knows 
his onions. 

A final word of caution. In assembling 
the concoction, never under any cir- 
cumstances include peas as one of the 
ingredients. The presence of this other- 
wise excellent vegetable is an unfailing 
sign to the epicure that the sacred task 
of preparation was entrusted to an 
amateur. And I may add, that every 
down-to-earth turtle feeler is an expert 
gastronome. Indeed, their skill as trench- 
ermen explains their penchant for the 
pursuit of their favorite "piece de 
resistance." 


Fishing In Your Own Backyard 
By Robert E. Berk 
TJOW would you like to raise your own 
perch, bluegill, white crappie or 
large-mouth black bass and fish for 
these mouth-watering delectables in 
your own pond? You can, and you need 
not be a fish culturist to turn the trick. 

The people in Europe and other parts 
of the globe have raised pond fish since 
the middle ages. It is an old and estab- 
lished type of farming, but has not been 
practiced in the United States to any 
appreciable degree. It has recently, how- 
ever, begun to receive more attention. 

For the man who likes to catch as well 
as eat his own fish, a pond is the answer. 
In addition to this, fish ponds in the 
U.S. have a potential production of 103 
million pounds of fish annually. This is 
an important means for augmenting our 
national food supply. This information 
takes on added meaning when experts 
tell us that unless something is done 
about our farm land which is rapidly 
wearing out, there will be no food- 
producing soil in years to come. 

Probably the main reason why fish 
ponds have not caught on in our coun- 
try, is the false impression held by many 
that only carp can be raised in ponds. 
While the establishing and maintenance 
of a fish pond is far from being difficult, 
it requires most of all, a proper method 
procedure that will probably be con- 
trary to accepted ideas on the raising 
of fish. 

Possibly the three most important 
things to be remembered when establish- 
ing a pond are, 1) correct fertilization, 
2) ponds should be free from rooted 
aquatic plants, and 3) raising only a few 
kinds and numbers of fish. It should be 
remembered that a pond is much like a 
pasture, with its amount and kinds of 
animals and plants. These may be regu- j 
lated and the amount of meat increased j 
by fertilization. 

A pond may be anywhere from V* acre I 
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ONE OF THE WORLDS LARGEST SURPLUS CAMPING OUTLETS 

ROCKAWAY SALES CO. 


Rt 6 Rockaway New Jersey SH,W » charges collect 



HOBO 


Snagless 


Runs Shallow 


No. 21 HOBO Actual Size 
Vi oz. $1.25 


Bean's Utility Fly Rod 



Of many rods examined, we have selected 
this one as being the best of the medium 
priced rods. Made of selected flame fin- 
ish Tonkin Cane, has improved rolled 
welt, silver nickel-plated ferrules, wound 
over with contrasting silk. Has stainless 

L. L. Bean, Inc., Dept. 90, Freeport, Maine 


steel stripping guide, tungsten steel snake 
guides. Six inch cork grip with screw 
locking reel seat. Lengths. 8 and 9'. 
Weights approximately 514 and 5V& ounces. 
Price, with 2 tips in cloth case, $13.25 
postpaid. Write for Spring Catalog. 

Mfrs. Fishing and Camping Specialties 


HERE IT IS — THE NEW SENSATIONAL 

price $i.5o RHODES MINNOW 

minnow. Stream tested, 
an and greater flexibility. 
Easy renlacement of hool 
preventing 



Pat Appl. For 


I out of fishes mouth, 
in three colors. Bass an 
>. Nickel, and Painted) 


See your denier nr order direct 

Mfd. by Roy O. Rhodes, Martinsburg, Pa. 



ONLY *1.50 
Fully guaranteed 

DEALERS-JOBBERS— 


P.O. BOX G 
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There are deep, dark waters and sunny 
pools that call you away in the woods. 
You can hunt and fish like an Indian 
brave. Camp in a world of your own. An 
Old Town craft is an Indian craft— made 
strong and balanced for safety. It’s a pass- 
port to pleasures away from the crowds. 
It will last you through years of hard use. 

FREE CATALOG shows all kinds of canoes for 
paddling, sailing or outboards. Also outboard 
boats, big all wood family boats. Sailboats. Row- 
boats. Dinghies. Address Old Town Canoe Com- 
pany, 555 Middle Street, Old Town, Maine. 
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YOU CAN REPEL MOSQUITOES, 

chiggers, flies, gnats, mites, ticks, bed- 
bugs, etc. with PELLENT. Just rub on 
skin and clothes. One application lasts 6 to 10 hours. 

they get you 

before using PELLENT. Not sticky, greasy or irritating 
to skin. Won’t damage nylons, nylon lines, lacquered 
fishing rods. Comes in tube — easy ti 
in pocket. At Drug and Sport Stores or send . 

SI for Introductory Offer: two 60c tubes of I 
PELLENT, mailed postpaid. Keep tubes i 
tackle box and guncase. Be prepared. Satis- I 
faction guaranteed, or money back. 

ANDY LOTSHAW CO., 120 N. Clinton, Chicago 6 


You Can Trust A 
GRUMMAN With The Kids 


p'.ete safety, stability and durability of Grum- 
man Aluminum Canoes. Unsinkable . . . self- 
righting if capsized .. .virtually indestructible. 
It’s 25% to 50% lighter than canvas-covered 
canoes, requires no upkeep in fresh water 
(annual paint touch-up in salt water use), 
and costs less than other types of canoes. 
Why not give your youngsters a swell vaca- 
tion this summer . . . healthful paddling and 
rowing, the thrill of sailing, outboard motor- 
ing ... all in a Grumman. (You’ll enjoy it 
too!) Write today. 

GRUMMAN Aluminum Canoes /. 

World's largest canoe manufacturer 


to 70 acres, but it must be borne in 
mind that large ponds are usually un- 
profitable to the average person. It is 
much simpler and profitable to manage 
a small pond. The size of a pond should 
depend on the use for which it is in- 
tended — whether merely for a family, or 
for fishing clubs or even a community. 
A V 2 acre pond it is generally agreed, 
will be just about 250 pounds and can 
be fished by hook and line at the rate 
of about 100 pounds of fishing during a 
year. The pond at its deepest part 
should measure six or more feet deep 
and have sloping shore levels of about 
three feet. This will discourage the 
growth of shore vegetation. Facilities for 
drainage should be taken into con- 
sideration. 

Special spawning beds and shelters 
are unnecessary. Rooted aquatic plants 
shouldi be kept out of the pond. These 
include such plants as cattails, water li- 
lies, etc. Especially in the warmer cli- 
mates, aquatic plants grow so luxuriant- 
ly that they soon smother the pond, 
offering too much protection to the small 
fish, encouraging mosquitoes and hamp- 
ering fishing. If this is the case, the 
carnivorous fish will be unable to forage 
for the smaller, and the latter will over- 
populate the pond. These and any other 
type of brush or debris should be prompt- 
ly removed. 

Regarding fish food, minute plants 
and insects are the basic food. As it is 
generally known, most pan fish feed on 
insects and other, small fish, as well as 
the larvae of insects. While cannibalism 
has been censured by some fish cultur- 
ists, it is considered normal and has 
been going on since the beginning of 
time. 

It should be remembered that the 
number of fish in a pond will determine 
to a large extent, the size of the fish. 
Both forage and carnivorous fish must 
be raised together to obtain maximum 
size. For instance, if a pond were to be 
stocked solely with bluegill, there would 
soon be thousands of small bluegill. 
These small fish then vie with the older 
and larger for food and the latter lose 
weight, decreasing in size, and render- 
ing the entire project unprofitable. 
There must essentially be a right com- 
bination of forage and carnivorous fish. 

If a pond produces fish that are small 
and thin, it is an indication that the 
pond is overcrowded. This situation can 
be remedied (if no bass are present) by 
adding bass at 100 fingerlings per acre 
of fertilized pond or 30 per acre of non- 
fertilized pond,. If bass are present, the 
number of bluegill should either be re- 
duced by fishing or seining, and the food 
content increased by fertilization. If the 
bluegill are large and bass small, the 
same procedure should be followed, re- 
ducing the bass. 

If undesirable fish, such as carp, are 
contained in large numbers in the pond, 
the pond should, be drained and re- 
stocked correctly. 

In tests conducted in the southeast, 
experiments were carried out to test the 
productivity of different combinations of 
fish. Usually, one or the other w’as too 
small. It was found that 1/3 of the total 
weight of the fish should be carnivorous 
and 2/3 forage fish. In other words, in a 
pond that could support 150 pounds of 
fish (about a % acre pond) there would 
be approximately 50 pounds of bass and 
100 pounds of bluegill, with 1 fish stocked 
for each 2 pounds of carnivorous fish. 
Making it even more simple, this would 
mean, roughly, 400 bluegill and 30 bass. 


A one acre pond would be stocked with 
about 500 to 600 bluegill and 100 bass. 
Crappie can be substituted for % of the 
bass or % of the bluegill with bullhead 
at a ratio of 25 per 100 bluegill. 

Planting stock can be had from your 
State, Federal or private hatcheries, as 
well as advice that can be applied to 
your particular locality. 

Fertilization is extremely important to 
successful pond management. Pond wa- 
ter must contain in solution, oxygen, 
carbon dioxide, nitrogen, potassium, cal- 
cium and phosphorous, among others. 
Animals, plants and different types of 
other organic matter supply some of the 
needed gases and mineral salts, often 
producing one with the use of the other. 

Increasing the fertilization of a pond 
is not unlike that of fertilizing poor soil. 
In Europe and in the Orient, soybean 
meals, manure, sewage and sewage 
sludge, tankage, hay, grain, and cotton- 
seed meal are a few of the fertilizers 
used. Commercial fertilizers have also 
been used. While much of the fertiliza- 
tion is accomplished by natural means 
and growth, the proper management of 
a pondi is more successfully accom- 
plished by the addition of the accepted 
types of fertilizers. This in turn, can 
often double the amount of poundage 
the pond is able to support. Boiled down, 
it means — more and better fertilization 
produces much more fish. 

Elements such as potassium, nitrogen 
and phosphorus were added together for 
best results, rather than using one or 
two at a time. 

The following fertilization table per 
acre can be adhered to on a trial basis. 

HAY: One to three tons per season 
with 500 pound applications each month. 

MANURE: (Horse and cow excrement 
and straw) 2 to 3 tons per season. 500 
pounds at monthly intervals. 

SEED MEALS: Cotton, seed meal or 
soybean and superphosphate mixed at 
a 3 to 1 ratio. 800 to 1,000 pounds per 
season. 100 pounds per week until a 
water bloom exists. 

These fertilizers can be broadcasted 
over the pond wherever the water is 6 
feet deep or less. The frequency can be 
determined by the appearance of fine 
seaweed, at which time the fertilization 
should be stopped. 

Ponds stocked in the correct manner 
with fingerling bluegill and large mouth 
bass will reach pan size within 1 year. 
Although bream fishing should begin 
when the bluegills reach pan size, bass 
fishing should not begin until they have 
spawned, which will in all probability, 
take place the first spring after stock- 
ing. A pond may be and should be fished 
regularly by hook and line. A well man- 
aged and regulated pond cannot be over 
fished, since, as competition for food is 
reduced, the remaining fish are not like- 
ly to bite, and what fisherman likes to 
fish when they are not biting. 

Your Federal and State hatcheries can 
furnish additional information relative 
to stocking and other phases of estab- 
lishing your pond. Applications must be 
filed at a certain time to receive action 
in time enough for the approaching sea- 
son. Information on this can be had 
from your State hatchery also, as well 
as the United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service. 

For the fisherman who desires real 
sport as well as a profitable and enjoy- 
able hobby, a fish pond is hard to beat. 
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Ontario Travel Bureau News 


With an all-time record tourist visitor- 
year in 1948, Hon. Louis P. Cecile, Min- 
ister of Travel and Publicity in the 
Ontario Government is of the opinion 
that the 1949 season is going to be an- 
other banner one for “Canada's all year 
Vacation Province.” 

Travel Minister Cecile bases his pre- 
diction of a good tourist year for On- 
tario on the fact that the “tight money" 
will not affect family vacations to any 
appreciable extent. “These are usually 
planned and budgeted for well in ad- 
vance,” Mr. Cecile observed. 

He agreed with travel authorities such 
as the American Automobile Association. 
The A.A.A. claims that the American 
Family will not travel quite as far, or 
spend as freely, as they have in the past 
few years, but they will still have their 
vacation trip. That was an advantage 
to Ontario he claimed. 

“Our resorts cater to the family vaca- 
tionist and our resort areas are easily 
reached from almost any of the big 
centers of population in the U. S.,” the 
Travel Minister pointed out. 

At least the year started off in au- 
spicious style — and emphasizes that 
Ontario’s claim to rating as an "all 
year” vacation center is well founded. 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics figures 
for automobiles entering Canada during 
January 1949 revealed that 17,591 U. S. 
motorists entered Ontario on Travel 
Vehicle Permits during the month — an 
all time record and 4.472 cars greater 
than January, 1948, itself a near record 
year. 

Travel Vehicle Permits are the best 
gauge of the tourist business since nearly 
90'- of visitors to Canada from its 
friendly neighbor travel by car. T.V.P.'s 
are issued for cars which will remain in 
the country from 48 hours to six months. 

In 1948, Ontario had its second “mil- 
lion car year” in succession with over 
1.125,956 Americans entering the prov- 
ince on T.V.P.’s. All told the tourist 
business in Ontario amounted to an es- 
timated 20 million visitors who spent, 
according to estimates based on official 
figures, something close to $200 million. 
All classes of citizens shared in this bo- 



One of the uniformed receptionists points 
the way for a visitor. 


nanza, merchants, hotel keepers, and the 
hundred and one others from the farmer 
to the Bank Presidents. 

With the value of the tourist trade 
uppermost in the thoughts of govern- 
ment officials, Mr. Cecile announces that 
greater efforts will be made during 1949 
to improve accommodation and make 
other changes which will be of benefit 
to the traveling public. “The province 
already enjoys the best system of ac- 
commodation in the Dominion but we 
are not just accepting that, we intend 
to improve wherever we can," he said. 

Stretching over half the continent, the 
Province of Ontario is endowed by na- 
ture, as no other land on the globe, to 
play host to visitors. It offers a diversi- 
fication of attractions found in no other 
area, a wider choice of holiday accom- 
modations, a good roads system that 
compares with the best, and. above all, 
a friendly people proud of the fact that 
millions select the province for that 
all-important holiday. 

Within Ontario’s boundaries, the vaca- 
tioner finds no less than 52 separate 
geographical areas, all of which offer 
some features and attractions different 
from its neighboring areas and districts, 
strictly its own in character. All, how- 
ever, have one thing in common, they 
are easily reached from the United 
States. 

Over half the population of the U.S. 
lives within a day’s drive of Ontario- 
and throughout the entire length of our 
common border, there are over a score 
of border crossing points by bridge, tun- 
nel. ferry, steamer, rail or air. Once in 
Ontario, over the friendly “foreign” 
boundary, one is never far from just the 
sort of vacation fun which suits you— 
and the family — best. 

Southwestern Ontario is a long-time 
favourite with its broad beaches, rolling 
farms and good sport; Central Ontario 
with its big cities contrasting sharply 
with the rugged, highlands and immeas- 
urable lakes. 

Southeastern Ontario entertains mil- 
lions with its mighty Mother of Rivers, 
the St. Lawrence; the Ottawa River Val- 
ley; and the charm of the Rideaus. 
Northern Ontario . . . that real sports- 
men's country gladdens the hearts of 
those who love the great outdoors — 
with its great stands of timber, fabulous 
mineral wealth, and nearly a million 
lakes (there are two million lakes in 
Ontario) teeming with fish— fighting 
fish! Or that vast mixture of busy com- 
munities and hinterland which is North- 
western Ontario; A paradise, agreed by 
outdoor editors, to be without peer for 
fishing— anywhere in the world. 

This is Ontario, 412,000 square miles 
of it. An Empire which can swallow up 
14 individual States of the Union. 
Stretching 1,000 miles in any direction, 
it is a land where the claim "Vacations 
Unlimitedi” is no idle boast. 

With the addition of a new Ontario 
Government Tourist Reception Centre 
at Cornwall, on the St. Lawrence, this 
year, the province will have 15 of these 
unique information booths operating at 
principal border ports of entry from the 
United States— a 1200-mile “chain of 
service.” Last year nearly 400,000 Ameri- 
can visitors stopped at these neat, well 
staffed, conveniently located buildings 




Canoes 



Assured by skill and experi- 


ence in last boat designing. 



'safety 


; Keep dry 


Saoe money 


Either of these nev 
Thompson Models . . 
TA-237— for Out- 
boards up to 3 11. P. 
TA-240— for Out- 
boards up to 9 H.P. 
Also Boat Carrier for 
atturliing quickly to 




THE GREATEST NAME IN OUTBOARD BOATS 


OESHTICO. WIS. 



CATFISH 

Secrets of Catching 
'Em Explained. Six 
chapters telling how, 

find and catch them 
day or night. Best 
bait formulas and 
other “secrets." in- 
cluding pound Curt's 
Catchum Ci ' 
fish Bait 

Catching 
Hundreds 

of CARP 

It's good sport and 
makes better game 
fishing. Curt's "Come 
Hither" Carp Bait 
gets 'em. Pound pkg. 
and full instructions. 

la. etc. 

Secrets of 
Catching Big 
Trout 

Best natural foe- 
baits, etc. 47 page 

how to locate and 
catch the “old lunk- 
crs". $1. 00 postpaid. 
All 3 ab'we books for 
only $4.00. 

J. CURTIS GRIGG. HOPKINTON. IOWA 


Fishermen, Campers & Gunners 



anmn 


YOUR EQUIPMENT 


The only proven 
protection that 
PREVENTS RUST 
AND CORROSION 

penetrating transparent pro- 
•tlve coating unlike any 
ter previously offered. Not 
lubricant. Easily applied; 


lasts indefinitely. Fur metals, wood, canvas nr oilier 
surfaces whose life you want to preserve. Guns. rods, 
reels, hooks, skates, snnwshoes. ski equipment, tents. 

nails. In fact, for any artiele you want to waterproof 
and proleet from the weather. Easily applied with brush 


In sereweap or a swab. Send only $1 today for 0-02. 
ran, postpaid In r.S.A. Don't delay. 


THOMAS J. HIND COMPANY 

129 Magarine Street, Boston 19. Mass. 
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Fur - Fish - Game 



PLENTY OF SPEED AND 
OOMPH WITH A "WOLVERINE" 

Time and again •'Wagemaker-Built" Boats have proven 
their ability to take it. Winners of 1948 Albany to 
New York Marathon, and Milwaukee Class B Utility 
Boat Championship, and others. Over 50 Models to choose 
from, for Speed — Fishing — or Motor 
Boating Fun. There's a "Wolverine" 
to fit your every boating need. Free 
literature. 



WACEMAKER COMPANY 
Dept. 25, Grand Rapids, Mich. 



FREE FOLDER ~ 

Saise, lower, lock boa! anchor from anyplac 
Positive action, no springs, steel swing catch raises when rope 
s pulled-drops engages and holds anchor rope when rope is 
dropped. Waterproof, self-lubricaling, free running pulley 
Aluminum frame All parts plated, no rust. Takes rope up to 
Easy lo install on prow or slem of boat without blocking. Strong- 
safe Low priced. Each $2IO-lwo for $400 Anodized for salt 
water, each $2.60 — two for $5.00 Postpaid. This is really a 
iwonderful pulley Order yours today Satisfaction guaranteed 


BOYER MFG. CO. Dept.B Winona Lake.lnd. 


MUCH MORE SPEED 
FOR OUTBOARDS! 


All tests conclusively prove that 
MICHIGAN'S newly developed 
“AQUA-JET" propellers provide much 
more speed for motors of 7 '/ 2 HP to 
50 HP on racing runabouts and step- 
bottoni hydroplanes. No rebuilding of 
lower unit is necessary. Write for 
prices. Other propellers for superior 
performance for practically every out- 
board in every application. Write for 
catalog with recommendation charts. 
MICHIGAN WHEEL CO..- Grand 
Rapids 3. Mich. — World's largest 
mfrs. of motor boat propellers. 




America's Finest Outboards 
Send for complete illustrated catalog. 

DUNPHY BOAT CORP. 


BUILT OUT OF STAINLESS STEEL 
FOR A LIFETIME OF SERVICE 



Lightweight, durable, rust-proof, no upkeep. Its 
tough hide will take it. Equipped with unsink- 
able styafoam packs. 12 & 14-foot lengths, for 
rowing and outboard. Built-in full-length spray 
rails and skid rails. Write for particulars. 

Regal Products Co., Gays Mills, Wis. 


for up-to-date information and, in many 
cases, to obtain last minute accommoda- 
tion. Manned by uniformed reception- 
ists the system introduced by Ontario in 
1947 to serve its growing tourist trade 
has been hailed by the travelling public 
and experts alike as the most advanced 
step yet brought about in aiding the 
visitor. 

Highly trained personnel have all the 


facts of their area right at their finger 
tips — and a handy telephone. Thousands 
of long distance calls are made in a 
season to smooth out the “bugs” which 
formerly plagued the visitor in a strange 
country — and free of charge too! 

The centres are equipped with wash 
rooms and large stock of literature, 
maps, and other aids. There are even 
facilities for warming baby’s bottle! 


Trout-Fishing for Tenderfeet 

By Raymond E. Maher 


A FELLOW never knows what strange 
bedfellows he may pick up. At dusk 
on the eve of the 1948 Spanish Trails 
Fiesta, a two-day get-together of the 
West’s top-hand rodeo performers, quar- 
terhorse enthusiasts, Indian dancers, 
farmers, ranchers, miners, prospectors, 
lumbermen, modern Dan Boones and 
Ike Waltons, Claude Wiley and I drove 
our Mercury through the entrance gate, 
and turned down the quarter-mile line 
of stables. 

“Pat Simpson,” a gruff voice thun- 
dered through a handle-bar moustache, 
“Pat’s got all the stables from No. 50 
to No. 55. He’ll be in one of ’em — he 
lives with his hosses.” 

We found him. He was walking Basin 
Bess back and forth before his conces- 
sions. 

I introduced my buddy, out West 
primarily for a taste of the far-back 
rainbow trout fishing. 

“No chance for a hotel room or a 
cottage court.” Pat opened a door of a 
stable. "Just bring your bedrolls in here 
with Fancy Pants — -I’m runnin’ her 
tomorrow — ” 

Claude cast a quizzical look at me. 
“Oh, she’s gentle,” Pat continued. 
Anyhow, you’ll have company — Elmer 
Heplar an’ his boy’ll be bedded down in 
the feed room.” 

Fancy Pants kept to her side of the 
pole partition, but I guess Pat decided 
she wasn’t getting her sleep, with us 
snappin’ the flashlight on every few min- 
utes. About midnight he roused us. 
“Think I’ll take you boys out t’ th’ ranch 
— it’s only 15 miles.” 

It was Pat’s alluring letter that had 
brought Claude and me to this annual 
celebration at Durango, Colorado. I had 
fished and hunted with Pat down on the 
Fort Apache Indian Reservation in Ari- 
zona several years previously, and he 
knew that I couldn’t decline the invita- 
tion, which he worded: “Bring your 
buddy to Durango for the big show Au- 
gust 7 and 8. I can’t go fishin’ till that’s 
over — you see, the racing bug’s bit me 
hard — but after the rodeo’s over, we’ll 
pack into God’s untrodden country. We’ll 
make a fishin’ trip that’ll go down in 
history — ” 

That letter, which I relayed to Claude 
in Indiana, I admit was no small pack- 
age for a tenderfoot. He must have in- 
terpreted the epistle literally, for when 
he picked me up in Victoria, Texas, his 
tackle included everything from an 
ocean (salt water) reel to a river trot- 
line. Nightly for two weeks before he 
started, his fishing friends had brought 
him fly rods, casting rods, reels, lines, 
plugs and flies, leaders, sinkers, floats, 
creels, stringers, and had indoctrinated 
him with a hodgepodge of fishing philos- 


phy, so fanciful and conglomerate he 
forgot all of it when we actually started 
piscatorial procedures — and caught trout. 

We spent Monday at Pat’s ranch, with 
headquarters 7,777 feet above sea level. 
Pat and his ranch foreman put in most 
of the day shoeing the saddle and the 
pack horses — and of course rehashing 
the highlights of the rodeo, especially 
the racing events. You see, Fancy Pants 
had broken loose at the seams and 
sewed up the three-year old futurity 
event, and Basin Bess had raised her 
ante by a cool thousand dollars. Heplar, 
a former world’s champion bareback 
rider who had performed before royalty 
in England, and with rodeo’s best in 
Madison Square Garden, dug up the 
place looking for garden hackle. “The 
way I fish,” commented Heplar, “worms 
can’t be beat.” 

At daybreak Tuesday, Roy Simpson, 
(Pat’s brother) driving his pick-up 
truck, Claude, at the wheel of Pat’s 
stock truck, and I, piloting Claude’s 
Mercury, pulled out on the mountain 
road alongside Pat’s ranch, and headed 
for the higher country. Pat, Heplar, and 
Heplar’s 14-year old son, Joe, had left 
two hours sooner with eight horses — six 
saddlers and two packers. For 28 twist- 
ing mountain miles, we wormed our way 
through forests of pine and oak. Motor 
progress beyond the “park”, a sweeping 
glade at an altitude of 8,500 feet, was 
impossible. Here, transfer of equipment 
and grub supplies was made, from the 
trucks to the pack horses. When every- 
thing Pat said we’d need was securely 
roped (Claude eyed me with one eye 
and our host with the other. Pat had 
promptly pitched aside about three- 
fourths of the paraphernalia he’d 
brought. We swung aboard our mounts, 
and in one long-line formation, started 
out in a dog-trot up the narrow trail 
through the quaking aspens. 

“It’s about 20 miles to th’ headwater 
o’ Pine River,” Pat told us. “We’ll trot 
while we can — last 5 or 6 miles o’ th’ 
trail’ll be so steep we’ll have to give our 
horses their time.” 

He glanced up at the sun. “I figure 
it’ll be a good trout-bitin’ time this af- 
ternoon when we pitch camp at Emerald 
Lake.” 

The old black nag I had kept my 
knees slapping the saddle. We had cov- 
ered probably three miles when I de- 
cided I couldn’t take that vertical jog 
any longer. I dropped behind, let Rosin- 
ante walk, and presently urged him into 
a lope to catch up. But, the damage had 
already been done: a hand-sized bone- 
bruise had already formed on the inside 
of my left knee. 

Claude’s mount was a pacer, and of 
course the other boys had spent about 
as much of their life in the saddle as 
they had out of it. From my knee down, 
I was the tenderfoot of the party, and 
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Bean's Fish Rod 
Carrying Case 

Solves the problem of safe trans- 
portation of rods by auto, canoe, 
etc., and a place to keep them at 
home. Made of heavy builder's 
canvas trimmed with high grade 
tan elk leather and leather handle. 
Opened and closed instantly with 
automatic fastener. Holds 4 to 6 
rods. Size 6"x42". Price $3.85 
postpaid. Special sizes made to or- 
der. Write for Spring Catalog. 

L. L. Bean, Inc., Dept. 91 Freeport, Me. 

Mfrs. Fishing and Camping Specialties 



SPECIAL COMBINATION OFFER! 

Famous VERMILION SHINEK tbelowl Reg. 90c and 
■ VERMILION PANFISH Spinner 
l double) Reg. 55c $1.45 Value 
only $1 1 


Patterson Mfg. Co.. 1721 Noble Road. Cleveland 12. Ohio 



MULTIPLE Allpurpose REEL 

■T IS NEW AND DIFFERENT 
HERE IS A REEL OF MANY USES 

Sportsmen find it ideal for lake fishing, throw lines, 
light lines, trolling, anchor winch and other uses, 
vmiraetors have found this a useful time-saving 
for foundation layout. The women like it for 
Sign painters and steel riggers are 


dev 


asking for t 


For Free information and illustrating pictures write 
JIMMIE WILSON SPECIALTY CO. 

706 S. Poplar Ave. Kankakee. III. 




tie BIG CAT FISH 


SPECIAL CHEESE BAIT 
So good it's used by the 
professionals — mold it on 
a treble hook and the "Swiss" 
cheese lure does the rest. If 
your dealer cannot supply 
you, send $1 for 3-9 or. cans. 
Dealer inquiries solicited. 



MONROE BAIT CO., Dept. 10.. Monroe, Wi*. 


FISHERMAN'S GOLDEN BOOK 
FOR 1949 

86 pages of Maps. Resorts and Fishing Information 
on Minnesota's Itasca Park- Mantrap Valley Region. 
Official Record of over 2600 good catches made in 
1948. 

Send 25c to 
E. V. FULLER 

INFORMATION PARK RAPIDS. MINN. 


LIFE-TIME NYLON FISHINC LINE 

White, green or black. Guaranteed. We pay postage. 
1500 ft., 25 lb. test, on cone. $2.20. 

1500 ft., 10 lb. test, on cone, $1.H5. 

400 ft., 35 lb. test, on cone. $1.80. 

400 ft.. 50 lb. test, on cone. $1.90. 

400 ft., 72 lb. test, on cone, $2.60. 

400 ft., 100 lb. test, on cone, $3.10. 

EASTERN SUPPLY 

168 Everett St. Southbridge, Mass. 


every time Claude turned his head to 
see whether I was coming, he was smil- 
ing all over his face. Oh, well, I con- 
soled myself, just wait till the fishing 
starts, and the truth as to who is the 
tenderfoot will out. We skirted. 14,000- 
foot Granite Peak, and twelve miles 
from the trucks, the mountains were 
pitching, and saueezing us from all an- 
gles. Just before we reached the trail 
that really pitched us into the sky, our 
train had to cross a lofty swaying foot- 
bridge so narrow the sides of the packs 
brushed the railings. This bridge so nar- 
row the sides of the packs brushed the 
railings. This bridge spanned Lake 
Creek, the torrential outlet of serene 
Emerald Lake, a gem born to blush un- 
seen — except by elk and bear. Through- 
out the 6-mile course of that stream, 
its gradient is so steep, box-car sized 
boulders that have tumbled to rest in 
its bed, merely deflect the plunging wa- 
ter. Seldom did these obstructions pro- 
duce eddies, and we looked in vain for 
just one deep pool, with little enough 
turbulence to tolerate a trout line. Af- 
ter all, perhaps Pat should have let 
Claude bring some of his bell-shaped 
sinkers. I guess it is reasonable to as- 
sume that this creek is the restive ren- 
dezvous of the rainbow clan: it is the 
connecting link between two of Colo- 
rado’s most populous trout waters, Pine 
River and Emerald Lake. 

Occasionally our trail would put so 
close to this ever caroming creek we 
could see rainbows in its spray; at in- 
tervals we would be inching along a 
dug-way so far above the stream, its 
roar became a whisper. 

In sway-hacks the aftermath of last 
winter’s copious snowfall in that region 
was plainly marked. Snow-slides had 
avalanched down the mountain and 
mowed swaths through the ‘'quakies.” 
The aspen belt merged into the realm 
of the silver spruce presently, and our 
first view of Emerald Lake, mirroring 
the tall shafts of evergreens, veiled in 
silvered spray, was one for memory’s 
picture album. For a long minute all six 
of us just imbibed the Alpine beauty 
while the horses breathed fast to get 
oxygen. Pat peered down through the 
flagpole spruce. Presently, he turned 
toward Claude and me. 

“Poor grazin’ for th’ horses down here 
— what say you we pull ahead to th’ up- 
per end o’ th’ lake — ?” 

“Sure!” Claude snapped. “I’m good 
for a lot more miles.” 

“We’ll have to pick our own trail from 
here,” Heplar reminded us. 

Pat grinned complacently. “Well, I 
told Maher we’d get back into God's 
untarnished country.” 

I squirmed, in my saddle. I rubbed my 
game knee. “Umm,” I demurred mildly, 
"I can’t honestly say I’m hankerin’ for 
too much more horseback ridin’ today.” 

Forty minutes and forty times that 
number of knee-knocks later, we pitched 
onto a clovered playa watered by streams 
from melting snow rimming the moun- 
tain at timberline. Several of these snow 
streamlets joined forces to infuse an 
almost icy frigidity to the inlet of Emer- 
ald Lake. 

It was minutes after I dismounted 
before I had any feeling in my left leg. 
When it did come alive, I wished it had 
stayed numb. 

Pat directed Roy to hobble the horses 
and for the rest of us to assemble trout 
tackle forthwith. “I’ll make camp; you 
guys bring in trout for supper.” 

Heplar said he wasn’t hobbling his 
horse just yet. He eyed me. “What say 





Every 

FISHERMAN 

Needs One 

n $“|00 


Rengo 

LEADER DISPENSER 


Demand the original! Don’t 
take chances with inferior 
oducts. POSITIVELY 
WILL NOT INJURE FIN- 
EST LEADER MATERIAL. 
The leader runs through rub- 
ber. Simply load the two 
spools and strip off as needed. 

ttter clips off lengths de- 
sired. Cannot tangle. Alumi- 
n alloy — Sizes %x2% Dia. 
If dealer cannot supply, 
send his name and $1.00. 
We will send postpaid. 

RENCO REEL CO. 

Dept. FFC-5 Kaleva, Mich. 


The Only and Original LAFAYETTE 

MOTO-POUCH with tun 

length Talon zippers permits easy insertion 
or removal of motor. Handle in perfect bal- 
ance position. 
Heavy canvas 
duck. Water- 
proof. 


$10.95. (Over 10 H.P. 
on request. I Be sure to State 
H.P. and make of your 
motor. Order nmv. If deal- 
er can't supply, order dl- 

NEW TOOL POUCH 

Heavy waterproof canvas durk. 
zippered opening. 4 %' x 9. 
SI. 00; 5's x 12. $1.25; 

7 14 X 17%. SI. 60. Get a 
Lafayette Tool Pouch now! 
LAFAYETTE SUPPLY CO.. West Lafayette, Ohio 


FISHERMEN . . . quick change 
of hooks and sinkers without fuss 


HANDY LEADERS have two snaps for quick 
change of hooks. All leaders have a snap 
swivel at each end for attaching sinker and 
to line. Leaders made in two sizes. Made 
from _Du gqnt_ Nylon leader material. 

To: Victor's Tackle Mfg. Co. 

Box 396. Auburn, N. Y. 

Check Test Wanted |“| 10 lb. f~l 15 lb. 

H 15 inch leaders 6 for $1.00 
f~| 20 inch leaders 5 for $1.00 
Sold only in the U.8.A. Postage paid. Accompany 
order with cash or money order. Please print name. 

Address 

City State 
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dock your boat safely , securely , easily 


with bitir boat-hitch 


The only boat-hitch that allows your 
boat complete freedom of movement 
in rough waters. As a result, there is 
no strain on your boat, the hitches, or 
the pier. The boat is docked a short 
step from pier or dock ... so steady 
that even small children and elderly 
people can safely step in or out, 
GUARANTEED 

BMR boot-hitch is guaranteed for one year against 
defective material and workmanship. If for any 
reason you are not satisfied, money will be re- 
funded within 30 days from date of purchase. 



bmr 


MARINE PRODUCTS CO. 

6314 W. Burnham St. wiuonsm 


BMR Marine Products Co. 

6314 W. Burnham St. 

Milwaukee 14, Wisconsin 

| Please send set(s) BMR boat-hitch | 

t □ check end. □ C.O.D. 

Name .... . , . - | 

Address - — 

City Zone — State I 


Catch More FISH with 
STEEL’S FISH FINDER 

nteed to tell you where you'll find 
rout, walleyes, northerns, muskies, 
nfish. the best time to fish for them 
e best type of lure, bait or fly to 
use. Pocket-size, waterproof plastic 
" “i built-in instant fishing 

Six self-contained plau.„ 
charts translate water temperature 
into fish-finding facts instantly. De- 
signed by Frank R. Steel, world's 
record fisherman and famous out- 

See your dealer or send S2.00 to 
Frank K. Steel. Inc., 176 W. Adams 
St ; . Dept . FF59 Chicago 3. III. 

* Iso send SI .60 for sensational 
e. Steel's Wigglefrog. 





Ask your dealer or send dollar bill or cheek to 


INJURED CISCO 

Water Lure 


WALLSTEN TACKLE CO. 

Kenilworth 5, III. 


you and I fish from horseback — ?” 

Everybody but me chuckled. “All 
right," I retorted. “Rub it in. You boys 
woudn’t get in a saddle soon either if 
you had this.” I pulled up my pants leg. 
They all stared at the black-and-blus 
knee. 

“I never thought,” said Pat presently, 
“ — I oughta brought along a bottle o’ th’ 
liniment I’ve been usin’ on Basin Bess.” 
He eyed me. “What’s matter, you gone 
soft since you left Apacheland?" 

Claude smiled from ear to ear. 

I nodded toward my Rosinante, his 
nose buried in knee-deep clover. "One o’ 
your broken-down race horses, eh?” 

Claude started fingering into the pan- 
niers. “I had three or four kinds o’ 
liniment — guess we left it down at th' 
trucks.” He came up presently with a 
bottle of reel oil. He held it up for in- 
spection. “Maybe this’ll soothe his knee 
— fellow I got it from said, it was a real 
penetratin’ lubricant.” 

“It can’t hurt him," Pat injected. 

Claude cupped his left hand, poured a 
lifetime supply of the liquid into it, and 
baptized my knee in it, patella and all. 

Heplar, a Prince Albert can of worms 
in his pocket, his 9-foot fly rod in one 
hand, a creel strapped under his left 
arm. rode off alone. His parting words 
were addressed to Claude. “Doc,” he 
said. “Let me know if you need a snow- 
poultice — I'll be fishin' over here just 
under that snow-bank.” He pointed his 
rod in that direction. 

I could hardly repress a hankering to 
flick a fly in that snow-water. It had 
been my trout-fishing experience, the 
colder the water was the more pugnaci- 
ous were the fish. Certainly, then, we 
were in for some thrilling go-arounds — 
provided rod-tips, lines, and leaders held 
together. 

Despite Claude's inclination to keep 
me in the tenderfoot limelight, I felt 
morally obligated to see that he put his 
right trout foot forward. "I don’t know 
just what they’ll hit; I’ll put on a 
Coachman first, and you can watch how 
I handle my fly-rod.” I pondered a min- 
ute, then said, “Really, I suppose you 
ought to use worms — rainbows aren’t too 
particular who hands ’em garden 
hackle” 

Claude eyed me hard. “Are you sure 
that knee won’t buckle on you? Maybe 
you oughta just kinda help Pat around 
camp — ” 

A sudden swishing in the bushes in- 
terrupted him. Heplar rode into camp. 


He lifted a 14-incher from his creel. 
“Got three more like him — boys, they 
grab th’ worm almost before it hits th' 
water!” 

All of us scrutinized his catch. “Long, 
slender babies, ain’t they?” Pat said, 
taking told of one. 

“How do they fight?” I asked, and 
without waiting for Heplar to answer 
that one, hurled another puzzler. “How 
do you land ’em from that horse?” 

Heplar cleared his throat. “Darn things 
fight like a bronc for about 10 seconds; 
then they seem just to give up — like one 
that's been conquered.” 

Roy had already put the horses to 
graze, assembled tackle, and gone down 
to the lake. 

Heplar dumped a handful of worms 
for Joe, and wheeled back toward the 
snowbanks. Claude and Joe hot-footed 
it up the valley. I cleaned the fish. 

I doubt whether we could have found 
better grazing grounds, however, there 
could hardly have been a less desirable 
camping site otherwise. Everything was 
wet to the core. To get wood that would 
burn Pat and I chopped from standing 
dead trees. Even this had to fry out 
before it would burn well. Apparently, 
the snow had not been long gone from 
our fire-site, and we learned next morn- 
ing how easy it can rain and how hard 
it can hail up in those heights. 

At sundown time iwe couldn't see Old 
Shiner go to sleep in the mountain 
saddles), Roy shuffled into camp with 
14 eel-shaped trout. Presently, Claude 
and Joe arrived with sagging creels. 
While Roy and I were cleaning these. 
Heplar brought us 11 more. 

I glanced up to see what lure Claude 
had used. Darned if he didn’t have a 
four-foot leader linked to his black ny- 
lon line and brown hackle fly! Natural- 
ly, I wanted to know just what he had 
caught those babies on, but I bit my 
tongue and spit out his bait. 

Maybe I was the weak-kneed sister of 
the bunch, but I decided there’d been 
about enough rubbin’-it-in already- 
includin’ the reel oil. 

I ate one more than my share of the 
two dozen trout Pat fried for supper, 
and the gang decided I was getting for- 
tified for a real fishing foray the next 
morning. 

I’ll admit I nearly relented, and like 
Ed Zern, w-as about ready to say “To 
hell with fishing,” when I nosed from 
my sleeping bag about 5 A.M. and looked 
out upon a white-carpeted world. I 
glanced around. The other sleeping bags 
were still frost-mounds. No, I recon- 
sidered, here’s where they’ll find out 
who’s the tenderfoot. I dressed, grabbed 
my fly rod and crunched toward the 
inlet, gleaming as weak rays from a 
rising sun stabbed through a mountain- 
gap. 

At first, I heard just occasional smacks 
down on the lake, but presently, those 
telltale splashes were occurring simul- 
taneously and almost incessantly. What 
a creel of trout I'd catch if I could just 
wear hip boots! I hesitated. Maybe I 
should go back to camp and wake the 
other boys. But, they’d caught trout. 
Maybe they wouldn’t appreciate my 
sounding reveille. 

I fly-fished. 

I soaked my 5-foot leader. Twice my 
Coachman hit the water unchallenged. 
The third cast brought an eruption. Un- 
questionably, one of Heplar’s broncs was 
directing ceremonies. I played ring- 
around-Rosy with him as he kept my 
rod arced. Presently the pressure eased, 
the rod straightened, and I thought I 
had muffed him. I took a few steps to 
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reach better footing. The trout suddenly 
put on the tension again. But this round 
was a weak one. I led him toward the 
lowest place in the bank, probably a 
foot above the water. Heplar had horsed 
them saddle-high; surely I could lift 
this baby onto a foot-high bank. But, 
alack and alas, my leader broke, and a 
wriggling 18-incher slid back into his 
element. 

The boys were standing with their 
backs to the fire when I moseyed into 
camp. I had taken no more leaders. I’ll 
not enumerate their jibes. Suffice it to 
say, I was still the tenderfoot. 

By 10 A.M. all of us had all the rain- 
bow trout we could legally take in one 
entire day. Some looked so snaky they 
were returned to the water. 

"I don't know how you boys feel about 
it,” Pat said as we ducked under the 
canvas to dodge the hail that pelted 
down about noon, “I’m all for goin’ up 
on th' Pine, where you catch husky trout. 

“Any pinhook fisherman could catch 
these babies.” 

Sounds silly, doesn’t it — leaving a 
stream because the fish bit too fast. Cer- 
tainly, these trout were not acting like 
orthodox rainbows. Striking flies in snow 
water, hitting them before good daylight, 
giving up after a short fight, taking 
worms fished from horseback. And — 


taking pity on a tenderfoot. 

We did find our trout-fishing more 
conventional, and certainly more to my 
liking on the head of Pine River. Thanks 
to the vigorous re-stocking program of 
the Colorado Fish and Game Depart- 
ment, and to the successful fishculture 
production at the largest trout hatchery 
in the world at Durango, rainbow trout 
fishing in Colorado’s picturesque Pine 
River measures up to its noblest tradi- 
tion. True, we worked harder for our 
fish up on the Pine, but they were every 
inch scrappers, and we mistook none for 
eels or snakes. 

I caught 20 rainbows while my buddy 
creeled only three. But, this uneven 
score wasn’t enough to purchase my 
immunity to the gentle gibes of the 
gang. Going toward home. Old Rosin- 
ante was going downhill. I had to hold 
him back. Heplar turned toward Claude. 
“Doc,” he said loud enough so all in the 
train could hear him, “Did you put th' 
rest o' that reel oil on Maher’s other 
knee, or on Rosinante?” 

Well, after all, the best part of a fish- 
ing trip is not to catch fish — not too 
many anyhow. 

The guy that catches the most is not 
always the envied. — if he rides a Rosin- 
ante, he'll be dubbed a tenderfoot any- 
way. 


On The Tackle Shelves 


By Fishing Editor 


“Busy Beads” Swivel Chain Rigs 

There is another new and advisable 
swivel rig out this year, the new Bead 
Chain swivel tackle. This one works fine. 
I have tested it and found it to be an 
excellent thing to prevent snarls and 
line and leader kinks for the troller and 
caster fishermen. A series of small, light 
beads connected by a clever, free-turn- 
ing method of seating each bead on the 
other, gives this chain absolutely free 
and kinkless action. Each chain is made 
entirely with corrosion-proof Monel 
with stainless steel snap springs sturdily 
designed for long services. They are pro- 
duced in light and heavy tackle grades 
for every game fish requirement from 
millpond fishing to ocean angling. They 
are sold through the Ashaway, Inc., and 
leading sporting goods stores are featur- 
ing a representative assortment. Some 
come with sinkers and spoons attached. 
Most all of them have a snap also at- 


Re placing Wader Felts 
If your felt soles are worn out, you 
can buy new felt to replace them from 
Henry M. Nagel, Box 125, Boulder, Colo. 
He can also give you the name and 
address of someone in your section who 
can do an excellent job of attaching the 
felt pads to the soles and heels of your 
boots or waders. Felt has been hard to 
get, and it occurred to me that the 
above information may be helpful to 
some of our readers. Felt soles can be 
cemented on at home, using rubber 
cement in two coats, applied to the 
clean felt and, the clean sole surface 
from which the old felt has been re- 
moved. Each coat should be allowed to 
dry for 12 hours before applying the 
second coat or pressing them together. 
Felt has an advantage over hobnails 
which are about equally skid-proof, in 
that it can be worn in the house with- 
out causing shrieks from the little wom- 
an, and that you can step on your fly 
line almost with impunity. 


tached. Last season this writer used 
the Bead Chain Swivels and found 
them entirely satisfactory for all kinds 
of trolling and bait casting. They are 
a good and worth while tackle product. 


AMERICAN POINT RESORT 

PENASSE, MINN. 

In Heart of Lake of Woods Muskie Waters. 
An old fashioned camp where you feel at home 
— Wholesome family style meals — comfortable 
innerspring beds throughout. 

Both American and Housekeeping plans. 

Lower rates June and September. 

Muskie. Bass. Walleye and Northern Pike 
Deer and Bear Hunting in Season 
Write for folder 

l the 


FISHERMEN! 

RAISE 

YOUR OWN 
FISHINC 
WORMS 


Now you can have fat healthy fish- 
ing worms all year ’round. Its' 
them on your back porch or ha 
ment in any moveable contaii 
pail or washlub. Send for 
booklet wiih Guaranteed Tested 
Formula, instructions and illustra- 
tions. Interesting booklet contains 
fishing calendar of best fishing 
days and dates each month; what 
makes fish bite. when, where. Send 
only SI. 00 today to: 
FISHERMAN FLINT, Dept. F. 
Indian Point Box 329 

Antiock, III. 


SPORTSMAN'S INN 


Fish And Hunt With Us 

Early Spring 1-akel 


Whitefish Bay 
Lake of the Woods 
ing SUPREME, followed 
by walleye. _\. i-ikc. aiusny and Black Bass fishing, 
offering AMERICAN PLAN EXCLUSIVELY. Fine 
cabins, inner spring beds, central showers and toilets, 
do. trie lights, running water in all cabins. NEW 
MOTORS. FINE BOATS. Sand beach, gravel am. 
road 10 camp. Bus. Rail ami Plane connections. Write 
•r wire for folder and complete information. 

CHARLES FICKAS oo„« »,™», 


Northern 


Ontar 


CATCH MORE FISH Day or Night 


GLO-WORM HOOKS 

Ready-baited with: 



The Fisherman’s Friend 

Bring your outboard motoring 
up to 1949 standards of care- 
free operation, convenience and 
safety. 

Refuel your motor without stop- 
ping or standing up with a 5 gal. 
tank complete with built-in 
pump, hose and strainer. 

A real boon in rough waters now 
makes outboard motoring safe 
and pleasant. 

Only $4.95 
Postpaid 

Cash with order — no C.O.D. 

ELGIN PRECISION COMPANY 

2386 W. 38th St. 

Cleveland 13, Ohio 



For a New Thrill in Fishing, enlarge .your 
fly kit with a set of these hand made plastic 
Sinka-Bugs. Colors; Red & White, Black. 
Green, Red, Yellow. All have contrasting 
colors on belly. Each 30 cents. To introduce 
all 5 only $1.20 post paid. Money back if 
not satisfied. Dealers write. Salesmen calling 
on dealers write. 

THOMAS C. CARVER, MFR. 

1564 S. Pearl St. Milwaukee 4, Wisconsin 


Gmffbrfisfy/ffg/ 


2 lites in 1 — 800 ft. spot 
beam for distance, bril- 
liant floodlite for close- 
up work. 80-100 hrs. of 
light on one 6-volt bat. 

Every fisherman should 
have one! Less battery. 

‘Delta $ 4£5 - 

POWER Lite 

DELTA ELECTRIC CO., MARION, INDIANA 



HAVE FUN WHEN FISHING 

FELT PADS ON BOOTS 
PREVENT SLIPPING 

Our Extra Heavy & Extra Strong Tan All Wool 
Woven Felt Pads, 10" x 14"x%", sufficient 
for a pair of boots, at $3.00 each postage 
paid, can be cemented or vulcanized to the 
soles and heels of your Boots. Brogues and 
Waders. Send check or M.O. in advance and 
write for more details. Please mention Fur- 
Fish-Game. 

HENRY M. NACEL 

P.O. Box 125 Boulder, Colorado 



Complete parts cut to exact size— t t 
ready to assemble. Marine water- f • 
proof plywood, rustproof oarlocks. 00 
Ideal for car top. Also models with , 

laminated frames; mahogany and “P 
decked runabouts. Build for sale at attractive 
profit. Exclusive franchise to local builders. 
Send 10 cents (dime) for illustrated literature. 

259 WASHINGTON AVE. 
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Tips on Buying Bullets 


By Maurice H. Decker 


A MMUNITION is the most important thing you take 
on a hunting trip. Yet I venture to say less thought 
is expended on its selection than is exercised in the 
choice of a rifle. Ammunition is important because 
it forms the connecting link between hunter and game and 
the way its bullets act largely determine how successful 
your. hunt proves. 

In past years buying cartridges was 
a simple business. If you owned a 
high power rifle you just stepped into 
the store and called for "soft points” 
because they were standard for kill- 
ing game. Now we must be more ex- 
plicit since bullets for the same cali- 
ber gun come in not only different 
weights but different types as well. 

Present options on bullet form and 
construction include “hollow point,” 

"bronze-pointed,” “soft point” and 
“controlled expansion point.” And two 
and three different weights are also 
available for most of our popular 
hunting rifles. 

Some general rules can be observed 
when you select bullets for any defi- 
nite kind of game and hunting con- 
ditions. If different weights are offer- 
ed, choose the lightest bullet for pest 
and vermin shooting. It will have the 
highest velocity and the flattest path, 
both of which make long distance hits 
easier. The medium weight bullets 
loaded for any certain caliber rifle are 
usually superior for long range hunt- 
ing since they afford the best compro- 
mise between the two advantages of 
killing weight and high speed. To 
hunt big, tough species of game at 
short to medium range, select the 
longest, heaviest bullet made for your 
rifle. Heavy hitting force and deep 
penetration are important now and you 
gain both admirably with this size of 
projectile. 

In the matter of bullet construc- 
tion, the hollow point type expands 
tremendously and should be selected 
for pests and vermin because of its 
terrific shocking power. The hollow 
point bullet expands easily too and 
this makes it suitable for long range 
work where a slowed -down velocity 
might fail to let other types of bullets 
expand well. The sureness with which 
a hollow point mushrooms makes it also good for soft 
targets (like deer) which present a minimum of resistance 
to the bullet’s point. 

A hollow point bullet however won't penetrate as deep 
as some other kinds and when used on tough fleshed game, 
the hollow point may only make a bad surface wound. For 


this reason some type of "soft” point is better for medium 
sized game. The regular soft point won’t usually blow up on 
impact and it will destoy less meat in the game. What is 
known as the "controlled expansion point” bullet is the 
latest design and is offered for hunting animals with tough 
hard skins and meat which require a good measure of both 
expansion and penetration for clean 
kills. This controlled expansion bullet 
should usually be selected when you 
hunt moose, elk and big bear. 

As further help, here are specific 
suggestions to use when choosing from 
the bullets available for some of our 
most popular hunting rifles. These sug- 
gestions should not be regarded as 
completely arbitrary because hunters 
and hunting conditions differ so much 
and because bullet performance will al- 
so vary at times. The advice here how- 
ever is in the main accurate, being 
based on actual experiences and unless 
your own observation has shown differ- 
ently, it can be safely followed. 

.22 Long Rifle. Despite its small size 
this rifle is still the most widely used 
one for hunting. To shoot small game 
and pests with it, always use the high 
speed cartridge with hollow point bullet. 
This is the most effective load you can 
buy in this caliber and it will give the 
most humane kills. For plinking at 
lifeless targets and for recreational 
shooting practice, you can choose the 
standard power load with plain solid 
bullet if you like but I don’t advise it. 

The difference in cost between the 
two types of ammunition is so slight 
you make no appreciable saving. The 
difference in bullet impact at 100 yards 
however is noticeable in small game 
hunting and you will have to move the 
rifle sights or alter your method of tak- 
ing aim when you switch from high 
speed loads to regular power loads. 
Consequently I recommend that you 
practice and hunt with the same load 
and save this trouble. 

Any 22 rim fire rifle used only for 
practice can be fed standard power 
shells with plain bullets if you wish. By 
"practice" I mean firing at targets 
without life. But if you own a good 
grade target model and shoot in any 
regular small bore matches, then you 
should certainly choose some of the special match ammuni- 
tion produced especially for target work. All the factories 
have a special line of match long rifle cartridges. This am- 
munition costs a little more but that extra cost is trifling 
compared to the advantage you gain by using it. Precision 
loads shoot small groups and show more uniformity because 



Alvin Zietlow, Jr. of S. Dak. with a coyote 
shot at 40 yards with a Super-X L.R. .22. 
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special pains have been taken to make 
it do this. Target shooters need every 
possible advantage they can get to 
survive competition and make good 
scores and the easiest advantage to 
obtain is this use of precision cartridges. 

22 Hornet. Two bullets are loaded for 
this speedy small bore rifle, a 45-grain 
soft point and. a 46-grain hollow point. 
I like the latter for shooting small 
pests and small vermin. Either bullet 
is rather destructive for small game 
like squirrels unless you can hit them 
in the head but this Hornet ammu- 
nition works nicely on woodchucks at 
moderate range. 

25-20. Quite a number of hunters still 
use lever action rifles in this bore. These 
men have a choice of high speed or 
regular power ammunition. The high 
speed bullet weighing 60 grains should 
be selected to shoot pests. For small 
game, however, the regular 86-grain 
bullet is better and it can be either 
lead or soft point type. I prefer the 
latter because it shoots a bit more 
cleanly in the small bore .25 caliber 
rifles. 

250-3000. Two excellent bullets are 
supplied for this ammunition with a 
choice of weight and point construction. 
The light 87-grain soft point bullet is 
suggested for pests and vermin and also 
for small deer taken in open country. 
It capably blasts vermin and will drop 
small deer in their tracks if the range 
is not too long. However you should bear 
in mind that the game commissions of 
some states have passed definite laws 
covering the use of certain sizes and 
weights of bullets for shooting deer and 
any recommendations made in this 
article that clash with such laws should 
be disregarded. 

The 100-grain bullet in 250-3000 cali- 
ber is best for larger deer and for use 
in timbered cover. It has a deeper pene- 
tration and it won't glance off twigs so 
readily. For small deer taken in brush, 
choose the open end type of bullet in 
this size, for large deer select one of 
the controlled expansion types of bullet 
like the Silver-tip or Core-lokt. 

Some vermin hunters who shoot coy- 
otes and crows at very long range be- 
lieve the 100-grain 250-3000 bullet may 
be a shade more uniform and accurate 
at 350 yards than the lighter size and 
they accordingly use it in their rifles. 
This matter may depend upon the in- 
dividual gun being used and a careful 
test of both bullets is necessary to de- 
termine if one does provide any shade 
of advantage. 

257 Roberts. The 87-grain bullet is no 
longer factory loaded for this rifle be- 
cause the twist in 257 barrels is cut 
too quick for such a short projectile 
and the fine accuracy possible with 
longer, heavier bullets is not possible. 
The two bullets still furnished for this 
rifle weigh 100 and 117 grains. The 
vermin shooter should select the 100 
grain weight because it has enough 
velocity to fly very flat and hit very 
hard. The hollow point type is sug- 
gested for vermin. To hunt deer in 
brush, I like the round-nosed Core- 
lokt bullet because of its stability. For 
long range deer hunting, always use 
the 100-grain ball in any of the con- 
trolled-expansion forms. 

The 117-grain bullet made for 257 
rifles doesn't seem to be as widely used 
as its lighter companion. It should prove 
useful in brush hunting and if anyone 
wants to try the 257 rifle on game larger 
than deer, this 117-grain size should 
certainly be chosen. As to point type, 
it can be either soft point or controlled- 


expansion construction. I don’t however 
regard the 257 rifle as powerful enough 
for game that’s heavier than deer. 

270 Winchester. Three different sizes 
o| bullets are loaded for this rifle which 
is becoming more popular among big 
game hunters each year. For all but the 
heaviest of hunting, the 270 is crowding 
the 30-06 hard. The three 270 bullets 
weigh 100, 130, and 150 grains respec- 
tively and while all have their uses, the 
130-grain is the most useful and should 
in most instances be selected. 

Due to its enormously high velocity 
the 100-grain ball is advised to hunt 
vermin and it will take care of wolves 
and coyotes very effectively. The bullet 
path is so flat that long range shots 
are possible without making changes 
in sight adjustment. One really needs 
a 6X scope to fully benefit from the 
270 rifle’s ability to kill vermin. 

The 150-grain 270 bullet hasn’t been 
tested as thoroughly by hunters as the 
130-grain ball, yet it should show some 
advantage for brush hunting because 
of its added stability and it is probably 
our best bet to kill very large game at 
short to medium range. A Winchester 
factory bulletin recently suggested this 
150-grain bullet for deer, probably be- 
cause it will destroy less meat due to 
its lower velocity. If you want to use 
150-grain bullets in a 270 rifle, choose 
the controlled-expansion type of jacket. 

For all round big game shooting I 
prefer the 130-grain ball. It is the best 
performer at long range and it has 
killed game as big as moose quite 
effectively. The Silver-tip bullet is ad- 
vised in this size. On most game hunts 
only 130-grain bullets need be carried 
and they are especially recommended 
for northern and mountain country 
where shots may have to be made at 
very long range. One advantage of this 
130-grain ball is the high sustained 
velocity which is still ample at 300 yards 
and more to insure good bullet ex- 
pansion. 

An advantage possessed by the 270 and 
one not shared by many other high 
power calibers is the uniformity of 
bullet impact. You can fire all three 
weights of bullets at 200 yards and they 
will group very closely about one cen- 
tral point. Less allowance in aim is 
therefore required should you change 
from one size of 270 bullet to another. 

30-30 and Similar Calibers. By similar 
calibers I mean the 30 Rimless, 32 Spec- 
ial, and 32 Rimless. All four of these 
loads are so alike in velocity and hit- 
ting force we can treat them as one 
and bullet suggestions given here apply 
eoually to all. The light 150-grain bullet 
available in 30-30 caliber Winchester 
ammunition and made with hollow 
point is usually chosen when we use 
a 30-30 rifle for vermin. This load is 
a good performer on thin skinned tar- 
gets but is not a good one for deer. 

When deer and black bear are hunted, 
use the regular 170-grain bullet because 
this is the size that made the reputa- 
tion of the 30-30. It has a round nose 
that slips through brush quite well. 
I like the regular soft point bullet in 
these calibers for ordinary deer shoot- 
ing. If any larger game is taken on, 
then I would want one of the con- 
trolled-expansion types of ball. 

300 Savage. I like the bronze pointed 
150-grain bullet in this caliber to kill 
pests and vermin. It is also deadly on 
deer because it hits a hard blow and 
expands viciously. The hollow point bul- 
let in this size is also a good one for 
deer. I would stick to the 150-grain 
weight too when shooting at long range 



HER £ TO STAY 


You can't ignore gun cleaning if 
you enjoy good shooting: They go to- 
gether! You must clean your gun regu- 
larly with the right tools, if you want 
it to be accurate. 

Be sure you’re giving your gun the 
care if deserves: Clean it BEFORE 
and AFTER using it! 

And remember, if pays to use 
good gun cleaning equipment. 
There’s a difference! Ask your 
dealer for 

BRITE-BORE 

GUN CLEANING EQUIPMENT 

" IRifAt V t yorr* 

FREE! "THE BRITE-BORE WAY TO CLEAN YOUR 
FIREARM". Write to THE MILL-ROSE CO., 1965 
E. S9th St., Cleveland 3, 0. Mention this magazine. 



* BRAND NEW . . . WATER REPELLANT . . . 
DOWN AND FEATHER Brand New government 
surplus materials make this arctic type sleeping bag 
the finest of its kind available. Down and feather 
filled, convenient easy ZIPPER Closure combine to 
provide restful sleopino under fhe most adverse 
conditions. Properly quilted to prevent bunching. 
Lowest price in U.S. for first quality sleeping bag. 

Send money order today. Only $11.95 

ARMY COT PADS— BRAND NEW 


ABOVE ITEMS POSTPAID ANYWHERE 
IN U.S. A. 


, Size 27" x 72". Filled with 
j 3 lbs. of pure cotton felt 
I Khaki color. Comfortable, dur- 
able, easily rolled into com- 
| pact bundle. 

i Each $3.25 


U. S. CONSUMER BEDDING CO. 


1153 East 47th St.. Dept. A-4. Chicago 15. 'Illinois 



NEW METHOD MFC. CO. 

BOX FM-29. NEW METHOD BLDG.. BRADFORD, PA. 
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for precision... the K4 


K4 Scope $4500 

THE K4, with protected 1/4" click 
adjustments, gives the micrometer pre- 
cision of adjustment and accuracy sought by the 
expert and needed by the small game hunter. A Model K Scope, 
rigidly attached with the new Weaver Detachable Mount, gives 
this precision plus sturdiness and dependability. See the K Scopes 
( 2 V 2 , 4, and 6 power ) at your dealer’s. 

Weaver Detachable Mount ... off and on 
in seconds . . . allows use of one scope on 
two rifles . . . new V locating principle 
unsurpassed for strength and accuracy. 

Weaver Detachable Mounts complete, 

$9.75. Extra bases, $1.50 
Top Mount above; Side Mount at right. 

Please send folders on WEAVER- 
SCOPES and Mounts. 

K Scopes □ J Scopes □ G Scopes □ 
K & J Reticules □ Mounts □ 
Weaver-Choke □ 

G4 WEAVER-SCOPE Name 

(Achromatic lens system) Address. 

for .22. .25-20, Hornet, and City Zone - ■ ■ State ‘ 

similar rifles $9.75 W. R. WEAVER COMPANY 

including N Mount as shown DEPT. 7 EL PASO, TEXAS 



TWO 
POPULAR 

Long Rifle 

.22 AUTOMATICS 


MODEL 

HAMMERLESS! 

A high quality, low 
priced Automatic for 
those not requiring a 

pistol solely for target shoot- . 

ing. Plastic grips; Blued finish; Adjustable rear sight; Blued 
Weight approximately 36 or. finish. Weight approx. 41 

, Both Models furnished with 4Vt“ or 6%" barrel. Plan order with your Dealer 

HIGH STANDARD MFC. CORP., 1823 DIXWELL AVI., NEW HAVEN, CONN. 


- \ , ARTffRITIS-NEURITIS-SC.AT.C 
SU If you suffer the agonizing p? 
”j°I these diseases when the us 
3 remedies have failed, learn ah 
a new trustworthy, modern, n 
surgical treatment method. This marvel 
treatment is completely explained in the I 
Clinic s FREE Book. Write today. No obligati 
BALL CLINIC Dept. 44 Excelsior Springs, I 



s 

U P E R 1 O R 

H 

O L S T E R S 

ipijA 

N D BELTS 


Writ* for Catalogue 

fiflMrlr s - 

D. MYERS SADDLE CO. 


El Paso, Taxaa 


because it will retain enough velocity 
to expand nicely out at 200 yards and 
more. 

When game larger than deer is hunt- 
ed with a 300 rifle, then you can use 
the 180-grain 300 bullet, providing the 
range is not over 175 yards. Either Sil- 
ver-tip or Core-lokt (controlled-expan- 
sion) point bullets can be employed be- 
cause they are soft enough to mush- 
room well yet have a reinforced base 
and. jacket that carries on and delivers 
enough penetration so the wound is a 
deep vital one and not the surface sort. 

30-06. Some very excellent ammu- 
nition is provided for this highly effec- 
tive big game rifle. The 30-06 may be 
over powerful for deer, especially the 
small whitetails, but a lot of deer hunt- 
ers still carry it and especially in re- 
gions where mixed varieties of game 
are apt to be encountered. For shooting 
deer, the 150-grain bullet with hollow 
point or bronze point is cyclonic in 
effect. These deadly projectiles expand 
tremendously on thin skinned animals 
and usually bring them down in their 
tracks. These same bullets should be 
selected for shooting vermin. 

180-grain bullet is the all-round 30-06 
size and it is also a good one for deer, 
especially the big mule and blacktail 
kinds. Soft point bullets can be used 
in the 180-grain ammunition for such 
big deer. Hunters who seek game in 
mountainous country and on open plains 
including northern tundra regions will 
find the 180-grain ammunition their 
best bet. If I wanted to carry only one 
size of 30-06 bullet, it would weigh 180 
grains. This size is also the very best 
for long distance work. If the target 
is a larger animal than deer, pick the 
Silver-tip type of bullet point. The 180- 
grain bullet is the one when your game 
license includes tags for several like 
elk, deer, moose and bear. No matter 
which species is encountered, you won't 
have to switch loads in your rifle unless 
you especially want to. 

The 220-grain 30-06 bullet is good for 
shooting our biggest game at short to 
medium range. It hits a heavy blow 
and the fine sectional density (meaning 
ratio of cross section to length) insures 
great penetration. Purchase this big 
bullet in any of the controlled expan- 
sion forms. It is not however a good 
all-round load and not the best for 
long range. If the range is too great, 
velocity may drop so low the point 
doesn’t expand well. Some deer hunters 
use 220-grain bullets in order to spoil 
less meat in the small target. I have 
found this unusually true when range 
is short. I wouldn’t however, trust the 
220-grain ball to expand well on a soft 
fleshed target like deer when the range 
is more than 200 yards. 

The bullets we buy today are well 
designed and give excellent results when 
we use a little thought in their selection. 
Modern bullets are so much better than 
those supplied in past years because 
they expand more uniformly and surely 
under different conditions. Yet I hesi- 
tate to say any modern bullet is perfect 
and that further improvement is im- 
possible. There are so many factors 
that affect bullet performance that bul- 
let designers have generally had to keep 
many points in mind and then work 
out the best compromise that would 
best cover the majority of them. 

For instance if somebody builds a 
thin jacketed bullet that expands nice- 
ly on soft meat, that bullet may break 
up into small pieces when it hits a 
tougher target and fail to expand 
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enough to prove fatal. Bullets that fly 
into pieces usually make only a shallow 
or what we call a surface wound. It 
eventually may kill the game but the 
animal is seldom recovered by the hunt- 
er. On the other hand, if some bullet 
is provided, with a thick strong jacket 
so it holds its shape and resists any 
tendency to break into pieces, then that 
projectile may fail to mushroom at all 
on soft game and will seldom give a 
clean kill even if it passes completely 
through the animal as it certainly will. 

Bullet designers have to keep all 
these things in mind and produce some 
sort of compromise bullet that will ex- 
pand surely and also penetrate far 
enough to pove fatal. This compromise 
is especially necessary when only one 
size and type of bullet is loaded for a 
certain rifle. The bullet designer can 
do a much better job when there are 
several different loads produced for one 
caliber. Then he can design bullets for 
specialized service instead of all round 
performance and rely upon the hunter 
choosing the best type for the hunting 
he will pursue. This is why our best 
calibers are supplied with ammunition 
containing assorted bullets and I doubt 
if I would ever purchase a game rifle 
for which one projectile only was made. 

Velocity has much to do with bullet 
performance. One projectile may ex- 
pand perfectly at 100 yards where its 
speed is still around 2,400 ft. sec., but 
out at 300 yards where this velocity 
has slowed down to say 1,800 ft. sec., it 
may expand imperfectly or not at all. 
This factor of range slowing down 
velocity is very important and should be 
considered toy the hunter when he se- 


lects either rifle or ammunition to kill 
game. Muzzle ballistics are poor, indi- 
cations of what the load is going to do 
at 100, 200, or 300 yards where game 
often must be hit. 

Future developments will undoubtedly 
appear in bullet point and jacket con- 
struction to make them even more 
adaptable to varying conditions. Until 
then we must be content with the kinds 
now manufactured but this is no hard- 
ship. Present bullets are good ones and 
if we select them with an eye towards 
their specific use and then if we place 
them somewhere nearly right on the 
target, we won’t be disappointed or let 
down. 

Practical Dope on the Big Bores 

This is the title of a new gun book 
I have just finished reading. It is 
exactly what that title infers; thou- 
sands of informative facts about rifles, 
loads, bullets, powder charges, group 
sizes, comparative accuracy and the 
actual effect of cartridges on game. Both 
standard and wildcat rifles and loads 
larger than .32 caliber are covered. 
There are numerous illustrations and 
many tables of ballistics including ve- 
locities, energies and bullet drops. The 
author, F. C. Ness, served fifteen years 
as Chief of Technical Dept, of The 
American Rifle Association and this 
book is in part a collection of the facts 
discovered by tests made during that 
time. The material has of course been 
freshly edited. The 436 pages contain 
no literary "trimmings” and no verbal- 
ism, just facts and figures. Published by 
Stackpole and Heck, Harrisburg, Pa., 
“Practical Dope on the Big Bores” sells 
for $5.00. 


Forgotten Gold 

(Continued from page 15) 


deflects when it comes within a certain 
distance of metal. Just like a compass 
needle jumps when you lay it too close 
to your gun or axe.” 

Lew’s frown had vanished. “Go on,” 
he urged. 

"I asked the geologist if he knew 
where I could get one of these detec- 
tors in a hurry. He said the University 
had one in their science department. 
So I called them and after a lot of 
persuasion and a liberal use of the 
Breckenfield name, they agreed to loan 
it to us if we make a suitable deposit.” 
“I’ll be darned,” Lew exclaimed. “I 
thought we were up against a needle in 
a haystack job. But all we have to do 
is find the island and carry this radar 
jigger around until the needle gets a 
jolt from the buried gold.” 

“I’m not sure about a reaction from 
gold,” Charlie replied. “It might not 
register on the dial but the iron box 
in which it is buried will. The geologist 
assured me about that. Either iron 
or steel or any ore containing iron 
reacts. I didn’t mention gold because 
I didn’t want to stir up any curiosity.” 
“There’s too much already,” Lew 
agreed. 

"Somebody is interested. You almost 
caught him in this room and I’m sure 
he came to search the trunk.” 
“Probably was Herring,” Lew grunted. 
“Or someone working with him.” 
Charlie stared out of the window. The 
sun had set and night shadows blan- 
keted the gravel paved street. “I hope 


nothing happens to Ginny ,” he added. 

“So do I.” Lew stood up. “Well, since 
we hunt tomorrow, I suppose I ought 
to get the guns and clean them. What’s 
the program then?” 

“We hunt Wednesday. Thursday you 
go over to Millcreek on the river and 
pick up a boat and motor. Get any- 
thing else you figure we’ll need for 
the trip. I have a date at the Univer- 
sity to pick up the detector. I’ll join you 
at Millcreek Thursday night. We’ll leave 
next morning for the plantation. Ginny 
tell you how to recognize it when we 
get there?” 

“Sure. We can’t miss the place.” 

Charlie stepped off the bus in Mill- 
creek at twenty minutes past five o’clock 
Thursday afternoon. The town was big- 
ger than he supposed. There were about 
ten business blocks of stores, most of 
them handling hardware, feed and gro- 
ceries and at the far end of the street 
he saw a bridge with a patch of blue 
water off to the side. He started in 
that direction, confident Lew would be 
on the river. Charlie had only two 
pieces of baggage, his flat cowhide bag 
and the case containing the ore detec- 
tor. That instrument was rather small, 
weighing some twenty pounds including 
batteries. 

Size and weight however were no in- 
dications of its value. Charlie had han- 
dled it very carefully since leaving the 
University. He wasn’t taking chances 
after making the cash deposit of four 
hundred dollars they exacted. 



Jyman M® 
Sights 


For a Full Game Bag 
Use the Best Sights 


No. 56A Receiver sight tor lever and 
slide action rifles with flat side re- 
ceivers. Microm, click adjustments. 
Streamlined accurate. With Lyman 
Sfayset Knobs when specified. 


Sight Catalog 10c 


LYMAN GUN SIGHT CORP 
Middlefield, Conn. 


B€ A DEAD SHOT! 



SEND FOR 

flWHmr < PRACTICAL PIST0LEERING 
SERIES OF REVOLVER^ 5 ^ x 8)1 Blrr| SlQrm /- 
SHOOTING MANUALS IN ONE:' 

1. Super-speed Guos 4. Defensive Gunplay’*' 

2. Shooting Right 5. Handgun Hunting 

3. Speed Shooting 6. Quick Draw 
Now you can easily learn practical 
shooting, become a deadly shot, an J 
expert revolver hunter, master light- A 
ning draw! But hurry! Only Sl.OO' 5 
postpaid. 5-da'y money back guarantee. 

Send $1.00 TODAY before you forget. 

THE WATTS CO. lT„ fSicisco, cant. 




<Neur Vesiqns in 



Modernize Your Gun! 
Improve Your Score! 


..... durable grips 
Colt. Smith & W 
and Mausers in a 

ivory, pearl, walnut, 

CATALOG. Dealers Wanted. 

SPORTS. II 
5501 BROADWAY. DEPT. L5. 


Positively unbreakable. For 
Hl-Standard, Ortgies, Luger 
wide choice of beautiful designs in 
, ... Low prices free 


CHICAGO 40, ILL. 


FOR SMOOTH TRIGGERS 



Use HOPPE'S LUBRICATINC OIL 

This non-gumming, non-hardening lubricant 
will impart a new “feel," a new speed and 
smoothness to your gun actions. Fine also for 
keeping fishing reels in A-l condition. Your 
dealer has it. Helpful “Gun Cleaning Guide" 
FREE upon request. 





44 


Fur - Fish ■ Game 


Guns! Ammunition! 
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Winchester 61 Pump. .22 W.R.F — $ 49.95 

Winchester 43 Bolt Action. 218 Bee. 4 Shot — 54.95 

Winchester 94 Carbine, .30/30 or .32 Special 62.45 

Rem. Streamlined Auto. Lightweight. 12 ga 99.95 

Colt Woodsman Sport Model 4 '/ 2 " barrel 60.00 

Smith &. Wesson K22 or K38 Masterpiece 65.00 
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Mossberg Model I5IM .22 L.R. Auto. 15 shot 30.90 
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Mossberg 44 U.S. .22 caliber. 7 Shot. Clip 27.90 

Mossberg Rifle Scopes, 4M4 5M4 8M4 9.35 

.303 British cartridges .174 gr., M.P., per 1 00 — 7.50 
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Barrels for .45 Colt Auto. $4.95 — Magazines 1.65 
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Ml Carbine .30 caliber Carbine Barrels. V.G. Used 2.75 
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A short rutty lane branched off from 
the street just ahead of the bridge. It 
led down to a plank dock where boats 
of varying sizes were moored. Charlie 
found Lew at the one tied farthest up- 
stream. Boxes and sacks were scattered 
about and Lew was fitting them in dif- 
ferent parts of a very trim looking 
aluminum skiff. 

He looked up and grinned a welcome. 
‘‘Isn’t she a dandy?” he demanded, pat- 
ting the gunwale fondly. “Was I lucky. 
The big hardware store just got her 
in yesterday. Fourteen feet long and 
weighs just over a hundred pounds. 
One man can lug here and she’ll slide 
through shallow water and grassy chan- 
nels as slick as an otter. All moulded 
aluminum, never leak or need calking.” 
"Okey,” Charlie replied. “You don’t 
have to sell me. I know something about 
aluminum boats. Got any money left?” 
Lew’s grin faded. “Some. That’s the 
only bad part. Ginny is going to worry 
if I tell her how much I spent. So I 
won’t tell. But I wanted this boat. I’m 
going to keep it after we find her in- 
heritance. But I came out all right on 
the motor. It’s a second hand 3 H.P. 
job. In good condition because I tried 
it out. I only paid a hundred even for 
it.” 

He reached up, got Charlie’s bag and 
wedged, it beside a heavy carton. “I 
have our sleeping bags and air pads 
of course. My bag and now yours. The 
two guns and ammunition are over 
there. I bought a full sized axe and a 
shovel, one with a long handle so I 
can lean on it when I’m tired. There’s 
a coil of rope, that always comes in 
handy. And a tarpaulin only the guy 
in the store called it a wagon cover.” 
He took up Charlie’s bag and. fitted 
it in a different place. “It 'won’t trim 
the boat where it was,” he explained. 
Then he went on, "I didn't check with 
Ginny on food. I think she will bring 
some but I got some more just in case. 
I have pancake flour, canned meat, 
bacon, grits, red beans, canned milk, 
orange juice, sugar and coffee. Also I 
picked up a cooking utensil kit, it’s all 
dime store stuff and we can throw it 
away when we finish this job. I got a 
milk can too so we can carry drinking 
water. And a gasoline lantern.” 

“Plenty of matches?” 

“Three boxes kitchen size.” 
“Gasoline?” 

“Fifteen gallons, more than enough 
to take us there and back. We can’t 
use the motor much inside the swamp.” 
“I got some stuff for supper too,” Lew 
added. “I figured we might start off now 
and eat on the way. Then we won’t 
have to lug all this stuff back to the 
hotel for safe storage. I paid, my bill 
so I can start any time.” 

“Shove off then,” Charlie told him. 
Sharon River had a sluggish current 
and the little motor pushed them ahead 
and upstream at a very satisfactory 
rate. Lew had taken pains in loading 
and the craft held a fairly even keel. 
They cruised until sunset, then stopped 
at a small hummock of high ground 
that jutted out into the water. It was 
almost but not quite an island. There 
were half a dozen small pines on the 
crest and the downstream side was 
gravelly and without brush. 

They pulled the boat up there and 
made it fast. Lew took cheese, liver- 
wurst, rolls, a pie and a bottle of milk 
from his bundle of food. After eating 
they built up a fire of rich pine. The 
air was damp and penetrating. Charlie 
spread the tarpaulin out, put their 


sleeping bags on one half. The other 
part could be pulled over the beds if it 
rained. Lew covered the pasteboard 
cartons in the boat with their raincoats. 
Charlie took the ore detector to bed with 
him, laying it close against his mat- 
tress pad. The entire success of their 
quest hinged upon the instrument and 
he didn’t want to rim any risk of it be- 
ing harmed by dampness. 

When Charlie awoke in the night, he 
automatically looked at the luminous 
dial of his wrist watch. The hands stood 
at ten minutes past two. He lay quiet- 
ly listening for a thought persisted 
in his mind that some unusual sound 
had aroused him. Lew was breathing 
heavily and regularly and Charlie re- 
flected over the curious circumstance 
that while his companion could pick up 
sounds inaudible to his own ears dur- 
ing the day, Lew would sleep through 
some pretty disturbing noises at night. 

Charlie heard a sound then so plain- 
ly he knew there was so mistake. He 
raised up and glanced down at their 
'boat. It lay exactly where they had 
moored it earlier but there seemed to 
be a patch of darker color out nearer 
the center of the stream. It was mov- 
ing slowly. Charlie watched it creep 
away until the light mist that shrouded 
the water was split by a quick little 
breeze and he saw the object was a 
'boat. 

There was something familiar about 
th single figure sitting at the center 
thwart plying the wooden oars. Charlie 
got up quickly and ran down to the 
edge of the river. He was almost sure 
that man was the one they had en- 
countered at the Plumville Hotel and 
whom Lew had dubbed “Frog Eyes.” 

But the boat faded from sight be- 
fore he could be positive in his identi- 
fication. He searched over their own 
craft carefully. Nothing seemed to have 
been disturbed. He tested the stern and 
prow mooring ropes, both were perfect- 
ly solid. Charlie went thoughtfully up 
the little incline and got back inside 
his sleeping robe. 

When he awoke again. Lew had kin- 
dled up the fire and was making coffee. 
A thick fog hung over their camp and 
the tarpaulin covering their beds was 
beaded with moisture. Charlie dressed 
and went over to the fire. He told Lew 
what had occurred in the night. “I 
can’t shake off the feeling something 
was tampered with,” he added. 

Lew tossed eight slices of bacon in 
the broad skillet. “If it was Frog Eyes 
and if he’s working for Herring, he 
would want to block our trip to the 
plantation. So maybe he disabled the 
motor. Although that wouldn't really 
keep us away.” 

“I’ll have a look anyway,” Charlie 
said. He went back to the boat, primed 
the motor and jerked the starter. It 
fired at once and idled smoothly. 
Charlie shut it off. went up to the fire 
and took the plate of hot cakes Lew 
held out. He ate hurriedly. “Lew,” he 
said, "I'm going to unload the boat. 
I still think something is wrong.” 

Lew grunted. His mouth was too full 
to talk. Charlie pulled the boat up close 
and started, lifting out the cargo. Every 
bundle and box seemed in original con- 
dition. He moved the last one, a carton 
of grits and pushed his hand up into 
the extreme prow space. His fingers 
touched something silky and smooth. He 
knew at once he had found it. Looking 
over his shoulder Lew exclaimed. “Why 
that’s a raw beaver pelt. Just been 
skinned.” 
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Charlie nodded- “It was planted on 
us last night,” he stated. “Beaver have 
just been introduced in this state and 
they are rigidly protected. Frog Eyes 
put it here to get us in trouble. Then — ” 
Lew clutched his shoulder hard. 
Charlie heard it soon after, a low 


pitched rhythm. It was a boat motor. 
He looked down at the brown half- 
grown pelt in his hand and said, “I’ll 
bet a hundred bucks that’s a game war- 
den tipped off by Frog Eyes.” 

(To be continued) 


Squirrels And Elmer 

By Fred W. Strong 


TN the past week I’ve read at least 
three articles about grey squirrels: 
how fast they are, how hard it is to 
hit them with a .22 rifle, and how they 
are one reason we beat the British in 
the Revolutionary War. I’ll grant you 
that all of these stories are true and full 
of well proved facts. I know that grey 
squirrels are so quick it takes an ex- 
cellent rifleman to get a bead on one, 
especially to knock him out of a tree 
with a .22. I am also willing to believe 
that practice, gotten from shooting grey 
squirrels was one reason why our sol- 
diers went into battle as superior marks- 
men to the British in the Revolutionary 
War. 

The thing in all three of these articles 
which I do not go along whole-heartedly 
with is the estimation of the grey squir- 
rel’s cousin, the fox squirrel. Maybe in 
other parts of the country they are a 
snap to bag, but I haven’t found this 
to be true in this part of Texas where 
the brush is so thick you can walk for 
a whole day without so much as spot- 
ting a squirrel, grey or fox. There 
aren’t many greys in this part of the 
country so when you do happen to see 
a squirrel he’s usually a fox or red sauir- 
rel as some people call them. Seeing him 
and shooting him are two different 
things. 

If you’re lucky enough to get him 
treed in a lone tree and not in a thicket 
it’s easier, but still not a cinch. He is 
just as well adapted at keeping that 
tree between him and you as his cousins. 
I know, because I’ve circled many a tree 
trying to catch a glimpse of Mr. Fox 
Squirrel who manages to always be 
just on the other side. Of course, if 
you’re hunting in pairs you can remedy 
this, but our squirrels down here aren’t 
a bit bashful about hitting the ground 
and making for the nearest thicket. 
Once there, you can look for the rest of 
the day without seeing him. 

A couple of weeks ago, three of us, 
Johnny Johnson, Ross Brophy, (two 
guys who’d rather hunt than eat) and 
myself, got up before daylight and 
started for the woods with our sights 
set for Mr. Squirrel. Mac, the owner of 
the ranch we were headed for had one 
of the best squirrel dogs I’ve ever seen 
but we decided beforehand that we'd 
give our little friends an even break 
and not use a dog. 

We arrived at our hunting ground just 
as the sun was making its appearance. 
With our .22’s in hand and our pockets 
full of cartridges, we started walking 
about fifty yards apart, thus forming a 
drag net. The brush on this particular 
ranch was thick, so thick in spots that 
we had to detour many times. We knew 
that these woods were full of squirrels 
because there were signs of them every- 
where. Acorn and pecan hulls littered 
the ground and the trees were full of 
nests. 


We wasted our time that morning by 
not using the dog. My watch said eleven 
o’clock when we decided to go back and 
get him. We had tried, everything in the 
book by then without so much as a 
single glimpse of our game. We all had 
20-20 eye sight too. 

After teaming up with Elmer, the dog, 
we did a little better. It wasn’t ten min- 
utes before he treed. I was the first one 
to reach the spot and could hear the 
squirrel barking back at Elmer who 
wasn't much bigger than a squirrel him- 
self. He’s a toy fox-terrier, making up 
for his size by his gameness. 

Naturally the tree, which Elmer 
pointed out by trying to climb, had to 
be right smack in the middle of a dense 
thicket. I beat my way to a spot about 
fifteen feet from Elmer and waited for 
Johnny and Ross who were coming in 
from the other side. 

Our squirrel didn’t wait for them to 
get there though. A rustle of the leaves 
over my head showed me where he had 
been. I caught a flash of red as he 
crossed a small opening near the edge 
of the thicket. I saw him again for a 
split second when he took his leave of 
us and hit the ground under full steam. 
I doubt if any grey squirrel could have 
made better time in covering that thirty 
or forty feet through the tree tops. This 
particular fox squirrel had covered it 
before I had a chance to turn around 
good.. Elmer was still trying to climb his 
tree, while our little furry friend was 
probably four or five thickets away. 

We persuaded Elmer to give that one 
up and he struck out again in a fast 
trot with his nose to the ground. In 
about five or six minutes he treed again. 
We could just barely hear his high 
pitched bark off to our right. 

Luck was with us this time because 
we found Elmer barking up a massive 
oak tree which was out in the open. If 
our quarry hadn’t already found a nice 
safe hollow in which to hide, we had a 
pretty good chance to get a shot at him 

Upon reaching the tree I stopped. 
Johnny and Ross began circling it; 
Johnny stopping opposite me. Ross then 
continued his circular route while 
Johnny and I strained our eyes to spot 
that small reddish brown bit of fur. A 
tree the size of that one gave us quite 
a bit of territory to cover. 

I guess about ten minutes had passed 
when I spotted him high up close to a 
fork. I warned Ross to hold it but not 
before he’d taken a couple more steps. 
With these two steps, Mr. Squirrel glided 
around the trunk out of sight. It was 
then that I noticed the hollow about 
two feet above the place where I’d seen 
him. If he ever made it to that we'd 
just have to go find another of his kin- 
folks. 

“Johnny”, I called as softly as I could. 
“Come around this way. Maybe I can 
get a shot if he comes back to the same 
place.” 

(Continued on page 57) 
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Another Oregon Coon Hunt 


By Lee Crawford 


F OR over a month the icy hand of an unusual winter 
had held the Willamette Valley in a bitterly cold 
grasp. Duck lakes were not only frozen over but were 
solid ice clear to the bottom. Outdoor activity came 
almost to a standstill. By the first of February, the situation 
moderated slightly for a few days and in spots water re- 
placed the ice, and wildlife began to move again. 

The office routine was interrupted by a phone call. 

“Lee? This is Bob." 

No more needed to be said. Bob Hoyser with the help of 
his three hounds. Brownie, Dinah, and Duke, made a con- 
firmed ’coon hunter of me about a year ago (see “Babes in 
the 'Coon Woods" in April, 

1948 issue of Fur-Fish- 
Game ) . 

“Sure, Bob, I’m your boy. 

When do we leave?” 

“A1 will pick you up at 
the usual time. He has a 
place out by Hubbard 
where the ’coons are both- 
ering somebody’s chick- 
ens.” 

The ’coon population has 
grown by leaps and bounds 
in the Willamette Valley 
in Oregon. So much so, in 
fact, that the tales of 
their varied depredations 
have caused the Oregon 
State Game Commission ' 
to seriously consider put- 
ting them on the predatory 
animal list and removing 
the protection of a closed 
season. We generally hunt 
where some farmer is com- 
plaining about ’coon dam- 
age, and find that system 
pays off pretty well, al- 
though I am also satisfied 
that the poor ’coons are 
blamed for a lot of things 
of which they are entirely 
innocent. Take the farmer who insisted that they had killed 
several of his sheep. I’d need to see that myself before I 
could believe it. 

“’Coon hunting again, ugh!” remarked Butch, the red- 
headed secretary who runs me and the office with an iron 
hand. She had come in just as I hung up. “Now you will 
be running around all night again, and come back with 
nc special idea of where you have been, or who you have 
been with. You know very well Mr. So-and-So will be in 
in the morning. I should think ...” 

“Look, Butch,” I replied masterfully, “How often have 
I told you not to think? Anyway, if So-and-So hunted 
’coons he would have a sweeter disposition.” 

The hunt was on. Wool underwear, heavy socks, ski parka, 
hip boots, all went into the outfit along with the camera, 


flash equipment and two flashlights. The choice of hip boots 
over leather boots with nails is questionable. Naturally they 
are heavy to push around and don’t give too good a footing, 
but when you need to cross a creek or go through a swamp, 
well, that’s different. Our own gang don’t agree, so make 
your own choice. 

A1 was on time, and we were off. Jim Falk, Don Ernest, 
Claude Bishop, A1 Isaak, Bob Hoyser and I made up the 
party. Individually, we have some claim to respectability, 
like paying our share of the income tax, and keeping a 
jump ahead of our creditors, but that night, collectively, 
we probably were the darndest collection of hill-billies in 
Oregon — outside of jail. 

“Bring your rifle, Al?” 
asked Bob. 

“Not this time.” 

“You, Jim?” 

“Not me.” 

“Well, you got your pis- 
tol, haven’t you, Lee?” 
“Not me. Remember last 
time when I had the cam- 
era, pistol and flashlight 
all going at once, with 
only two hands?” 

“Ha!" laughed Bob. “Yes, 
I do. Looks like a darn 
good thing I brought this 
rifle.” 

At Broadacres, near 
Hubbard, we met Wayne 
Traxel. His was the place 
the ’coons had been both- 
ering. 

“Come on, fellows. I saw 
three cross the road last 
night, and their tracks are 
all over the place,” was 
the substance of his greet- 
ing, followed by directions 
to follow his pickup for a 
short distance. 

“Two-bits on thirty min- 
utes, Al,” I hollered glee- 
fully as Bob let out the hounds. This, literally interpreted, 
meant I would bet 25 cents we didn’t get a ’coon in the first 
half-hour. I seldom won a bet, so I like to make that one. Al 
called me promptly. 

First we tried a small wooded tract where sheep sign 
was plentiful and the brush was thick. We made a circle 
without results. It began to look as if my bet was good. 

“Let’s get out of here and go down by the creek where 
they come up,” suggested Wayne. We crossed the road and 
plodded out across an open field toward a timbered draw. 

"Hold it,” from Bob. “Listen.” 

Far ahead we could hear old Brownie’s battle cry, shortly 
joined by the more soprano voices of the other two dogs. 

“Sounds good enough to me,” said Al. “Now how about 
your two-bits?” 
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“You ain’t got him yet,” I retorted 
cheerfully, although I knew the bet was 
as good as lost. 

We pushed ahead, through the fence, 
across a small creek and up the side 
of a draw where the hounds were try- 
ing to climb a lone fir tree and telling 
the countryside for miles around that 
something was under way. Flashlights 
lit up the scene. 

“There is a ’coon, no, two!” 

“Two, my gosh, four.” 

The last count was right. Four sets 
of eyes gleamed in the reflected rays. 

It was a wild and weird scene made 
up of howling dogs and yelling men 
and well lighted, by the shifting flash- 
lights. It was punctuated occasionally 
by the muzzle flash and crack of a .22 
or the quieter but more vivid flash from 
the camera bulb. But for our more 
modern equipment, the scene might as 
well have been set some thousands of 
years ago, when Neanderthal men and 
their half wild dogs had brought their 
quarry to bay and closed in for the kill. 

Time may have changed the equip- 
ment but I suspect that emotions were 
about the same, both human and canine. 

Soon a small ’coon came tumbling 
down to the waiting hounds, but their 
job was brief. He was shot through the 
head. This only intensified the clamor. 
The dogs knew there were other ’coons, 
too. 

The gun cracked again and again. It 
was hard shooting in the uncertain 
light, and my flash bulbs didn't help 
the situation any, but finally another 
’coon came down. Eventually it was 
joined by the other two. This time we 
were not leaving any behind for seed. 
The farmers wanted them cleaned out. 

Apparently a 'coon once treed has just 
about one chance, and that is to jump 
and run while the dogs are busy with 
one already shot. I often wonder, though, 
if any smart, old-timers may fool us 
by holding still in the top of an ever- 
green tree and keeping their eyes turned 
toward the tree and away from the 
light. Maybe I’ll find out sometime. 

We thought the hunt was over, and 
were on our way back. Bob had Duke, 
who is always getting into trouble, on 
a leash, and the other two dogs were 
following us along. At a fork in the 
trail, we met another group of hunters 
and stopped to talk. That is where 
we made one bad mistake. 

The Taylor boys were introduced to 
Bob. 

“Aren’t you the fellow there was a 
picture, and a story about in an out- 
door magazine?” one of them asked 
Bob. 

“Yes, Fur-Fish-Game,” Bob replied, 
"and Lee here is the fellow that wrote 
the story and took the picture.” 

“Say, did you really write that story, 
or did Butch do it for you?” he looked 
at me doubtfully. 

I was saved any embarrassment in 
replying by a long drawn out soprano 
bawl from Dinah. She being an in- 
quisitive female, had been prospecting 
out in the brush. She was immediately 
answered by Brownie who, up to then, 
had been minding his own business. 
(Personally, I hope Bob forgets that 
Butch idea, or at least that he and the 
red-head don't both bring the subject 
up at the same time.) 

We were off again. This time it was 
different. Instead of an open field, we 
headed into a series of broken draws 
where the situation was further compli- 
cated by an old logging operation which 
had left much down timber, now over- 
grown with ferns. In the bottoms it was 
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either muck or solid ice or both. Re- 
marks about the terrain were pictur- 
esque and varied. They interspersed other 
suggestions like, “Aw, tell your old lady 
you w r ere ’coon hunting. That will fix 
everything.” 

“Look, fellows,” I ventured. “We can 
get out of here. The Willamette Valley 
is a flat, fertile plain. I read that in a 
history book.” 

“Just shows that guys like you who 
write are nuts,” was the cheerful reply. 

The trail was cold and seemed to go 
on forever, with no especial sign of 
warming up. We plowed through ferns, 
waist high, fell off of logs, broke through 
ice, and climbed out of one infernal 
draw into another. Apparently, that 'coon 
had decided that if we liked his tracks 
he would make us plenty of them. 

Finally the dogs made a circle and 
Bob was able to intercept them and 
get close enough to call them in. 

Came then a pressing question. 

“Sure, I know these hills like a book. 
The car is right over there,” from one 
of our local friends. 

“Naw, it’s over this way! I marked 
it by the stars and it’s right under 
the Little Dipper.” 

“I ain’t so sure, but I thing it’s this 
way.” 

Bob and I looked at each other. We 
had made so many circles I didn't 
have much idea where we were and Bob 
was in about the same fix, so with 
nothing better to do, we followed after 
the local talent who were leading the 
way, still cheerfully arguing. 

Again we crossed and recrossed the 
creek, climbed over more logs, then out 
into the open fields and over innumer- 
able fences. We finally ended up in a 
berry patch that led to a lane, the road 
and the waiting cars. 

“Sure, I knew where we were all 
the time,” bragged the guides. 

“Oh, yeah,” from Bob. “I'd sure like 
to come back here in daylight, and 
find out where we really were.” 

And I silently agreed with Bob, as 
we wearily piled back into the cars 
for the ride home. 


DOGTOWN 



Contains BHC 

Guaranteed to kill ticks, 
fleas, and lice on your dog 
and to keep them oft f-- 
days or money back. 

Veterinarian-Tested. 
Safe and Effective. 
Positive Repelling Action 
when dusted in Kennels 
and Runs. Large 5-oz. can 
at Dealers — 7.1c— Or send 
$1.50 for 2 cans postpaid. 

.Vdoctown products 

|,\ COMPANY 

3711 Bienville Ave., 
New Orleans, Louisiana 



FREE! Send for illustrated, helpful worm booklet. 

PARKE. DAVIS & CO., DETROIT 32, MICH. 


FOR SALE 

Coon and Combination 
Hounds. Fox Hounds. Rab- 
bit Hounds. Cheap. Trial. 
Literature Free. 

D’XIE KENNELS 
Herrick, Illinois 



48 


Fur - Fish - Game 


HUNTING DOGS 

Describes in a Practical Manner the 
Training, Handling, Treatment, 
Breeds, Etc., Best Adapted for 
Night Hunting, as Well 
As Gun Dogs for Day- 
light Sport. 



T HIS book contains 253 pages. 5x7 inches. 
45 illustrations, showing the various 
breeds, hunting scenes, etc., and is 
made up not only from the author’s obser- 
vation and experience, but that of scores of 
successful night as well as daylight hunters. 
Containing 26 chapters. subdivided as 
follows: 

Part I — Hunting Dogs 
Part II — Breeding and Care of Dogs 
Part III — Dog Lore 
Part IV’ — The Hunting Dog Family 
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to tan and make leather from cattle, horse, calf, 
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only a GUIDE to tanning and 
leather making but also ex- 
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leather when sold. 

This practical book of 200 
pages. 40 illustrations and 20 
chapters is very thorough and 
is written so it can be easily 
understood. A person who 
carefully follows directions 
given in this book can tan skins easily. Long 
before modern tools were developed Indians 
ned and made serviceable leather from 
buffalo and other hides. Surely today with 
plete instructions and modern tools you can 
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Guaranteeing Dogs 

By Carl E. Smith 


O NE who raises, trains, sells dogs con- 
stantly runs up against the chap who 
wants “guarantee,” which means, in final 
analysis, desire to be absolved from all 
the risks of purchase chances. It re- 
minds me of years ago when a man 
came to purchase a young pair of perch- 
eron mares I then had. He asked, "Will 
you guarantee them to pull?” I replied, 
“Yes, if I am driving them,* or someone 
who knows how to drive. I’ll hitch them 
to my gravel wagon, drive up to a gravel 
pit hard to haul from, put on a heaped 
up bed full of damp sand, and pull out 
with it, with this team alone. Or, I'll 
take my log wagon, and drive up into 
the hills and load a load of logs with 
them, and come out with it. But to 
guarantee them to pull, with anyone or 
everyone driving or attempting to drive 
them — no. You may be a driver. You 
may not be. I don’t know.” Well, I showed 
him what they would do, me driving. He 
was himself a horseman, and bought 
the team, and did well with them. But 
the off mare was a bit highstrung, and 
a bit of bad handling could have soon 
spoiled her. So with dogs. 

A point that seems to escape the aver- 
age thinker is that when a trainer trains 
a dog to hunt he primarily trains that 
dog to hunt for him, not necessarily for 
someone else. Especially is this true of 
the breeds that are something of the 
"one man dog” idea. Of course, pre- 
sumably the trainer trains the dog in 
desire and practice of hunting, so he 
will also presumably hunt readily for 
his owner, with a little transition per- 
iod accomplished of working together, 
and provided the owner also knows 
something of correct dog handling pro- 
cedure. a side point too often neglected 
and glossed over by the mere passing of 
purchase money and training cost. But 
the dog knows nothing of this passing 
of the price; all he knows is that in place 
of his correctly operating trainer a per- 
fect stranger of perhaps imperfect pro- 
cedure suddenly takes over, perhaps with 
the added disadvantage of expecting too 
much too soon, and being harshly super- 
critical of any real or fancied lacks. 
In many cases, after training the dog. 
it not only takes time for acquaintance- 
ship between owner and dog, but also 
time and training of the owner to know 
how to properly work the dog. 

For example. I recall some years ago 
selling to a man of finance his first 
hunting dog, a well trained individual 
from one of our best northern breeder- 
trainers. This man thought he should 
be able to take a stance out in a field 
most anywhere, and this rabbit hound 
“bring the rabbits around to him.” 
It required several letters of detailed ex- 
planation to get across to him that this 
"herding around” could not usually be 
quite so simple as that, but required 
some sensible orientation on his part 
to get himself into the most likely posi- 
tion for a good shot. Also, he at first 
complained because the dog left him for 
a short distance to go into and comb 
thru the best and heaviest cover in 
which training and experience had 
taught him game would most likely be. 

Some of the greater extremes of the 
desire for “guarantee,” for instance, are 
requests to “guarantee that a pup will 
make a hunter;” can you imagine that? 
All breeding, the best of it. requires good 
and careful training. And to try to guar- 
antee performance, regardless of who 


trained it (or who neglected to do so) 
would be a worse bet than trying to 
guarantee the team of horses to pull, no 
matter who might drive them, or how. 

Others wish a guarantee that a dog or 
bitch will breed, that a bred bitch will 
positively have the supposedly forth- 
coming litter, regardless, or guarantee 
that services to a certain male will re- 
sult in a litter (whether the bitch is sent 
in the right time of her “heat” or not. 
and they so frequently are not. More 
often than not they are sent to be bred 
when not in heat at all, we have found.) 
Such guarantees ask the impossible; 
namely, the removal of all the elements 
of chance. You can’t do that, for the 
unexpected does happen, in all 1st grade 
kennels, so why not with those that are 
sold away. One of my best bitches occa- 
sionally fails to get with pups, even 
tho given the usual number of services, 
three days apart, and even tho appa- 
rently in the peak and just past the 
peak of her period, and in the best of 
breeding condition. After having an un- 
usually fine litter from a certain male, 
she failed to have the second. The next 
time she was mated with another male, 
and for two succeeding litters had fine 
pups each time, and then missed having 
the third litter from the same dog for 
no apparent reason, but she did. Such 
things happen; and how are you going 
to guarantee for others what you cannot 
be sure of for yourself? We just take 
our luck, as it varies, and try to make it 
on averages. Others should be willing 
to do the same. The unexpected does 
happen. For some curious reason, dog 
buyers try to reverse the old "caveat 
emptor” (let the buyer beware), and 
discarding the buyer’s responsibility, 
adopt “caveat vendor” (or seller's re- 
sponsibility, “let the seller beware.”) 
Perhaps a middle ground of a little of 
each is desirable. Certainly the idea of 
expecting the seller to guarantee every- 
thing from continued good health and 
performance to breeding and reproduc- 
tion, and these after the animal and 
its handling, feeding, and kenneling 
have passd far beyond his control, is ex- 
pecting a bit too much. It just can’t be 
done, practically speaking. Neither is it 
auite a fair proposition to expect the 
seller to absorb all the losses incident to 
chance; in other words, take all the 
losses on those he keeps, and take all 
the losses on those he sells. He sells 
upon the best expectancy possible to 
acquire. What happens from there on 
is certainly more likely to be the fault 
of the new owner, kenneler, feeder, 
handler, than the fault of the seller be- 
yond whose control or helping the mat- 
ter has passed. I do not mean the seller 
has no responsibility; I simply mean it 
is far from fair to him to expect him 
to have it all, and for unlimited time. 


Queer 'Coon 

Two 'coon hunters were trying a new 
hound not long ago. The dog barked 
“treed” under a pile of brush at the edge 
of a small patch of timber. The hunters 
“shined” the animal's eyes and discov- 
ered it was something the like they had 
never seen before. They killed it and 
next day it was identified as a copyu, 
which is a species of South American 
beaver, known to the fur trade as nutria. 
Where did the animal come from? Your 
guess is as good as mine. 
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Some Ruses of Red Reynard 

By Raymond E. Maher 


A T first the vixen tried to bluff me. 

Returning home from a day cruising 
through the hardwood timber. I cut 
across the head of a hollow to search the 
May-apple for goldenseal. The sweet 
scents of wild grapevine and blossoming 
dogwood suffused the air. I threw my 
chest out to make room for all of that 
perfumery my lungs could hold. Just 
then I noticed what seemed to be a kan- 
garoo-sized quadruped some fifty feet 
in front of me. I halted. Immediately 
the animal reared on its hind legs, and 
with its front feet flailing the air, 
started shuffling directly toward me. It 
squalled hideously. Now I was beginning 
to feel more uneasy than amused. Those 
dangling front feet, like pinions, kept 
flailing the air menacingly. Then, sud- 
denly, from the corner of my left eye, 
I saw four furry forms scamper across 
a well patted down area in the lush 
grass and dip into their den. Had I not 
been footsore and dog-tired. I should 
have done an act that would have made 
Bill Cunningham hang his head in 
shame. I am not exaggerating when I 
say that that mother fox really made 
goose-pimples pop out all over my body. 
As soon as the vixen sensed that her 
puppies were safe in their retreat, she 
dropped to all fours, and limped away 
in a semi-circle course, whining solicit- 
ously, her peepers riveted on me, stand- 
ing statuelike right there in the midst 
of the May-apple plants. Well, her re- 
treating in this manner kept my goose- 
pimples from bursting, and little by 
little, my hair returned to my scalp. The 
vixen, learning that I was in no mood 
to follow her, stopped behind a fallen 
tree, put her forefeet on its bole, and 
barked in fifty different sharps and flats. 

Why did that foxy mother stand on 
her hind legs, and glare at me with the 
viciousness of a mad monkey? Well, why 
does a cat hump its back when set upon 
by dogs? Naturalists who have studied 
animal psychology say that it is because, 
instinctively the cat would rather bluff 
out its canine adversary than fight it, 
and by humping its back, makes itself 
appear much larger than it actually is, 
thus aiding the feline in putting over its 
bluff. Again, why did this vixen, after 
her little ones had scurried into their 
den, limp off as if inviting me to follow 
her? Well, why does the mother kildeer 
and other mothers of a divers sort, 
throw out a wing as if it were broken, 
and limp away from their offsprings or 
nests, when animal enemies or human 
beings venture too close to them? It’s a 
ruse prompted by instinct of self-preser- 
vation. That is, undeniably, one of na- 
ture’s first laws. 

Then, finally, why did this vixen with- 
draw to a fallen tree up on the hillside 
a hundred yards or so from me, and 
proceed to bark, yap, and whine weird- 
ly? Unable to provoke me into follow- 
ing her, she may have been scolding me. 
She might even have been calling me 
names for being so cowardly. However, 
bearing in mind that it was her sacred 
duty to protect her young, it seems to 
me the more logical explanation for her 
barking thus, was merely her method of 
warning those little ones that danger 
still lurked outside their den, and that 
she was still alive. 


I do not know whether this mother 
fox knew I had no firearm with me. For 
that matter, however, if I had, I am 
sure that I should have displayed a 
genuine case of buck fever. 

A few days later I recounted my hair- 
raising experience to a neighbor. Desir- 
ous of getting a start in the fox-raising 
business, this man decided that he would 
take pick and shovel to this den in 
the May-apple patch, dig it out, and 
take the little ones home. Upon arriving 
at the edge of the May-apple spread, I 
pointed out toward its center and said, 
"Right out there in th' middle o’ this 
May-apple patch." The man looked out 
into the plants. From our position, we 
could see nothing that looked like a den 
or mound. He turned a doubting eye 
toward me and said, "What kind of a 
joke is this, anyhow?” However, his 
doubts were soon dispelled. Presently we 
arrived at the patted-down-area that 
spoke for itself. My companion drew a 
long breath. (The wild fragrance still 
suffused the air.) “Well. I’ll declare! 
Who’da thought a fox woulda had a den 
in a place like this?” We looked the 
May-apple patch over. “Come to think 
of it. though,” he continued, “anyone 
who would happen t’ come along here 
would be shure to walk around this 
patch o’ knee-high May-apple.” I re- 
flected a minute. (I think I should have 
split right across it that afternoon I 
found the den.) "Especially if one were 
afraid o’ snakes,” I agreed. 

For an hour we dug out and perspired 
freely. Presently we peered into an en- 
ormous enlargement in the den. the floor 
of which was matted over with dried 
grass, leaves, feathers and hair. My 
neighbor punched a forked stick into 
the cavity. “Hum!” he nasalized, “looks 
like we’re at th’ end o’ th’ den.” 

And, we were. But mother fox and 
her puppies had taken up their abode 
elsewhere! 

The old saying, “As sly as a fos”, 
should be, “As sly as a red fox.” I have 
hunted and trapped areas frequented by 
both the red and the grey fox, and, 
while the latter displays more cunning 
than a rabbit, it is the former that gives 
man and dog a genuine opportunity to 
make use of both gray matter and in- 
stinct. Both on the chase and on the 
trapline. A fox-hunter, with experience 
chasing both kinds of reynards, can tell 
within a very few minutes whether it is 
a red or a gray that the hounds are 
pursuing. Most first-class fox hounds 
will refuse to follow the trail of a gray 
fox. When one is chased, it will usually 
take to a hole in a short time, and 
there is no evidence that the animal ever 
concocts any well formulated plans of 
eluding the hounds by any of the tricks 
which the red reynard executes on its 
long-winded circuits. Likewise, in trap- 
ping them, one sees ample evidence 
that the old red fox is by far the more 
crafty of the two. A case in point was 
brought rather forcefully to my atten- 
tion recently. A certain native Hoosier 
trapper was visiting me in Arizona. He 
had trapped, the red fox with marked 
success for an amateur. Upon coming to 
Arizona, he decided to string out a line 
(Continued on page 56) 
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dog feeding, care and training. Write to 
Dept. J59 

ALLIED MILLS, INC., Kennel Div., FT. WAYNE, IND. 


CEDAR BEDDING 

CEDAR BEDDINC (Shavings in Bags) 

Made from heart ot rich aromatic cedar produced to 
give that extra additional pleasant odor which all 
dogs enjoy. Keeps doggie orors away. 100 lbs. S6. 00 — 
200 lbs. $11.50—300 lbs. $16.50. 

CEDAR BEDDINC (Ribbon Form) 

Cut from aged selected wood — shipped in bales. 50 lbs. 
$7.50—100 lbs. $14.00 — 200 lbs. $26.00. 

MATTRESSES (4 to 5 Inches Thick) 

18x24. $5—20x30. $6—27x36. $7—30x42. $8 
Filled evenly with new dry, fluffy, resilient cedar 
bedding. Give comfort and protection to dogs against 
dampness, colds, draughts. Zipper end. Bedding can 
be changed and mattress cleaned. (Furnished free 
of charge extra cedar for refills at least two times.) 
SLIP COVERS Prolongs Life of the Mattress 
It fits; it's durable. Slips on and off easily; is 
washable. Made to fit above sizes at one half the 
price of the mattress it fits. Buy two at a time. 

NATIONAL SAWDUST COMPANY, INC. 
66 North 6th St. Brooklyn 11, N. Y. 


How to Help Your 
"Scratching" Dog 

If your clean flea-free dog is a ehrnnte "scratcher" 
try giving him HEX III NTEIIS l>()<; po\YI>EHS. as 
directed, and look for quick relief from itching torture, 
owners^ front ^coast ^|o roast enthused with happy results. 

sport shops. For Free Book on belter Dog Pare write to 
J. Hilgcrs & Co.. Binghamton 300, N. Y. 


METAL NAME PLATE 

OR TAGS FOR DOG COLLARS 


ABOUT 

HALF 

ACTUAL 

SIZE 
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Raising South A merican Chinchillas 

By Fred T. Garner 


T HIS is the time of year that the Chinchilla breeder 
looks forward to, for it will soon be time for the first 
spring litters to start coming. There are a number 
of preparations one must make in expectation. If 
the Chinchillas are housed in an unheated building it is 
necessary to devise some method of keeping the new-born 
babies warm for a few days after birth. One of the best 
methods that is used by ranchers who have no heat in the 
building is to rig up an electric light bulb (a 25-watt bulb 
is usually sufficient) and place it under the wire bottom floor 
of the nest box. This is turned on three or four days before 
a litter is expected so 
that the mother will 
become accustomed to 
•the extra warmth. 

It is usually left on 
five to ten days after 
the babies are born, 
depending on the sea- 
son of the year and 
daily temperature. 

During late spring 
and throughout the 
summer when the 
temperature outside is 
70 degrees or more no 
heat in the nest box 
is needed. However, if 
the temperature falls 
below 65 degrees dur- 
ing the night then 
heat is recommended. 

Especially is this true 
if a litter is expected. 

Most Chinchilla lit- 
ters arrive in the cool 
early morning hours, 
usually between the 
hours of five and eight 
A.M. The reason for 
heating the nest box 
is that the female 
does not make a nest, 
so if she is carrying 
more than one young, 
she hasn’t the time 
nor the inclination 
to do much toward 
warming and drying the first born. They must shift for 
themselves until she is through littering. Although the 
babies are born fully furred, a warm nest box gives them 
the necessary protection until they are dry. Unless some 
warmth is provided there is danger of the babies chilling, 
which may result in their loss. 

One should make every effort to revive a baby which 
seems to be lifeless from the cold. If the baby is rubbed 
with a coarse, dry towel and held where it is warm it may 
revive. The temperature of the nest box should be maintained 
between 70 and 75 degrees for best results. One should 
make sure that the heatei is working, especially in the nest 


boxes of those who are due to litter. 

Those having young should be fed some easily digested 
cereal or breakfast food in the nest box. Either Pablum or 
Gerber’s baby cereal is recommended. In many cases the 
young will start eating this when only a few days old. 

The babies’ eyes should be inspected daily as they may 
become infected from colds, bites, or from dirt in the moth- 
er’s fur. If they are closed or contain matter they should 
be washed with a mild solution of boric acid after which a 
drop or two of a 10% solution of Argyol should be put on 
the eye. 

If the female is try- 
ing to litter, her nose 
will be wet. This 
comes from her try- 
ing to assist the birth 
by pulling on the 
young. When this con- 
dition exists she 
should be observed 
every hour or so to 
determine if the birth 
is progressing nor- 
mally. Sometimes the 
young are born close 
together, but at other 
times several hours 
may intervene. 

One can usually 
judge from the size of 
the female whether 
more than one young 
can be expected, but 
to make sure every- 
thing is normal the 
female should be 
picked up and by 
gently pressing her 
body between the ribs 
and the pelvis one can 
easily feel if there are 
any more to be born. 

In case the female 
has been in labor sev- 
e r a 1 hours without 
succeeding in having 
young it may be nec- 
essary to have a Cae- 
sarian operation performed. This should be done by a com- 
petent veterinarian. Most small animal veterinarians can 
perform this task without too much difficulty. Such an opera- 
tion does not affect the fecundity (the power of producing 
young), and in all likelihood all future litters will be bom 
normally. 

Normally the mother Chinchilla’s milk supply is sufficient 
to care for two or three babies without any difficulty. How- 
ever, sometimes when there are three, and nearly always 
when there are four young it is advisable to hand feed in 
order to make certain the babies are getting enough to eat. 
Hand feeding is not difficult. For the first week or so it is 



Four Chinchillas, just 4 days old. These young are all females and are 
litter mates. 
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necessary to feed with an eye-dropper; 
but within a few days the young soon 
learn to drink from a dish. The four 
young in the picture are only four days 
old and are now learning to take sup- 
plementary feeding from a dish. They 


are all females and are litter mates. 
They are valued at more than $1,000.00 
(only four days old) ; therefore any ex- 
tra care given them at this stage of 
their development will pay well for 
they will be worth well over $2,000.00 
before the year is out. 


The Angora Doe and Her Litter 

By P. N. Sigmond 


T HIS is the time of year to especially 
consider the doe and her litter and 
to carry out an extensive breeding pro- 
gram. Rabbits breed very readily in the 
early spring and milder weather makes 
caring for the baby rabbits easier than 
during the colder months. 

Let us assume that you have mated 
a fine healthy doe and a buck of out- 
standing quality. The buck used is of 
the utmost importance as he will stamp 
his characteristics and quality both 
good and bad on his offspring. 

After the doe is bred, feed her well. 
The gestation period is 30 days. 

A few days before the doe is due to 
kindle (bear young), give her a nest 
box. This may be an apple box, a nail 
keg or other similar box. If an apple 
box is used, cut an opening in one end 
6 inches up from the floor and 5 inches 
wide. Nail a piece of wood across the 
opening to make it another three inches 
up so babies can not get out of the box. 
Make a cover, cutting in about 3 inches 
at the opening so doe can easily get into 
the box. When the babies are old enough 
to leave the box, remove the 3 inch 
piece of wood so the youngsters can get 
out and into the box easily. The cover 
on the box should not be nailed on but 
should be kept in place by cleats on 
the underside as it must be removed 
several times for inspection of the nest. 
Fill the box with clean, dry straw. The 
day before the doe is due to kindle 
examine the box to see that there is 
plenty of straw in it as does sometimes 
eat the straw or pull it out of the box. 
If straw is soiled, replace with clean. 
If the doe makes her nest on the floor 
of the hutch, let her have her own way; 
put boards around it and after young 
are born, place the nesting and litter 
into the nest box. See that the kindling 
doe is not disturbed. 

A few hours after the young are born 
examine the nest after having given 
the doe a carrot or other dainty to dis- 
tract her attention. Destroy runts and 
remove any that are dead. In hot 
weather a dead baby rabbit will soon 
polute the whole nest. If the doe has 
not made a good enough nest of her 
wool, pull some wool from her under- 
side and arrange the nest deep and 
comfortable. Fluff up the straw to make 
it soft. If the litter has been laid in the 
front of the box take out some straw 
from the back of the box, push the 
litter back and fill in the front. This 
is to safeguard against the possibility 
of the doe’s dropping some of the babies 
on the outside of the box as they some- 
times hang on at nursing. Do not use 
wool from another doe to replenish the 
nest as does know their litters by the 
smell and may refuse to nurse the 
young if wool from another doe is used. 
Watch the litter for a few days to be 
sure that no long wool from the nesting 
gets around the legs and necks of the 
babies. In case this has happened and a 
leg has become swollen and dark, sever 
the wool with a scissors. The limb may 
look very bad but usually soon becomes 
normal again. 


If the doe drops her babies on the 
floor of the hutch they will easily be- 
come chilled in cold weather; bring 
them into a warm place until active 
again. . 

Never breed a doe or buck that has 
had a serious illness; youngsters may 
become weaklings. 

If doe loses all her young breed her 
again in a day or two if she is in 
good condition. It appears that does are 
in heat at kindling time. Discontinue 
milk, barley or any milk producing food. 
Does are in and out of heat every three 
days. 

Foster Mothers (Nurse Does) 

The smaller the litter the doe nurses 
the better those few will develop. There- 
fore it is a good thing to give some of the 
litter to a nurse doe. This may be a doe 
of another breed or an angora which 
has inferior wool or other less desirable 
qualities but which are good milkers. 
You may have nurse does for all the 
breeding does which produce good off- 
spring. In this case the does can be 
bred again if in good condition. It is 
nursing which is hard on the doe, 
therefore vitality of breeding does is 
retained by relieving them of the nur- 
sing of their litters. Give breeding does 
a rest during the hottest part of the 
summer. 

How It Works To Use Nurse Does 

Breed does which are to be foster 
mothers a day before the good does. 

When young are born destroy the 
young from the nurse doe and place 
the other doe’s young into the nest. 

Averaging the Litters 

It is a good idea to breed several does 
and nurse does at the same time. At 
kindling time some of the does will 
perhaps have three large litters and 
others only a few babies. It is best 
for each doe to nurse not more than 6 
babies. 

Do the transferring at noon after hav- 
ing given the mother a carrot to distract 
her attention. Make a dot (') in left ear 
of babies which are put to another doe. 
If babies from two litters are trans- 
ferred to the same doe designate with 
("), etc. Use special tatoo pen and ink. 
By night when the doe again enters 
her nest to nurse the young they will 
have acquired the smell from the nest 
and the doe will take care of them. 

Wean youngsters at 7-8 weeks. Make 
tattoo marks in left ear and enter the 
record in your record book. 


Pet Coons 

A young ’coon makes a nice pet and 
a trapper can learn a lot about ’coon 
habits from one. I had one named “Zip.” 
He was allowed the freedom of the 
cabin until he swiped my pet pocket 
knife. After watching him carefully for 
several days I finally discovered his 
playthings cached in a pile of stove 
wood. Many young pups learned their 
first trailing lessons from this rascal. I 
am convinced that he enjoyed being 
chased as much as the pups did chasing 
him. 



IN FENCING! 

Years of leadership in supplying the fur 
trade has made Crown first in fencing 
supplies of all kinds. Fencing supplies 
are again coming in in quantity, so write 
Crown today for prices on welded mesh 
fencing, hexagonal netting and other fur 
and small stock ranching supplies. 

CROWN 

IRON WORKS CO. 



Quality 

BRED 

FEMALES 


Mink 

$ 30,00 


Get our price list and guarantee before 
you buy mink. 

Pastels - Aleutians - Silverblu - Breath 
of Spring - Darks. 

Priced reasonably - Satisfaction guar- 
anteed. 

UNITED MINK RANCH 

John P. Martin, Owner 
204 E. Second St. Elmira, N. Y. 


Mink $ 25 “. 

All shipments made subject to 5 days’ in- 
spection. 

The quality of my DARK MINK is indicated 
by the fact that I have received an average 
of over $20.00 per skin for all pelts produced 
during the past 10 years. 

SILVERBLU BLUE FROST 
BLACK CROSS WHITE MINK 

Priced on request. 

Book "Domestic Mink," $1.00 

Harry Saxton's Mink Ranch 

Bemus Point, N. Y. 


Fur Dressing Sawdust 

Fur trappers, raisers, ranchers, taxider- 
mists! Do your own dressing of furs 
and pelts. They have better value. Use 
Kew Bee Kut dry hardwood sawdust, 
good for all kinds of skins. Used by 
largest fur dressers in the country. (All 
prices per bag), 1 bag $3.25, 6 bags 
$3, 12 bags $2.50. Bags weigh about 
73 to 75 lbs. Prompt shipments. 

NATIONAL SAWDUST CO. 

66 N. 6th St. Brooklyn 11, N.Y. 


Please mention Fur - Fish - Game 
when writing to our advertisers. 
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FERRET FACTS AND FANCIES 

by A. R. Harding 

A book of practical in- 
formation on Breed- 
11 ing, Raising, Hand- 
11 ling, and Selling Fer- 
rets — also their Use 
and Fur Value, 
ij Fitch raisers will also 
II find this book valu- 
able as fitch belong to 
the same family as ferrets and can 
be raised in the same way. 

Raking ferrets is not an old industry but in 
one Ohio town more than a million dollars 
worth of ferrets have been sold during the 
last 25 years. 

The ferret is a domesticated wild animal 
used to exterminate rats with great success. 
They can also be used in hunting rabbits, 
ground squirrels, gophers, prairie dogs, 
mink, skunk, raccoon and other fur-bear- 
ing animals. 

The methods of' raising, training, type 
of hutches, diseases, etc. are gone into 
thoroughly in this 214 page book with 45 
illustrations. 

Price postpaid, cloth bound, $1.10 
FUR-FISH-CAME, COLUMBUS 15, O. 


Fur Farming 


feeding, breed- 
ing, housing, 
pelting, treating 
diseases, etc. It 
tells where to 
locate your 
ranch, what ani- 
mals are most 
profitable to 
raise, what to 
pay for founda- 
tion stock, etc. 
Silver, cross and 
blue foxes, mink, 
marten, fisher, 
fitch, weasel, 
muskrat, beavsr, 
otter, nutria, 
raccoon, opossum, skunk and badger rais- 
ing are discussed in full with chapters 
sub-divided for easy reference. 

Both experienced breeders and persons 
contemplating going into the business of 
fur farming will find this book very valu- 
able. This 448 page book has 88 illustra- 
tions and is cloth bound. The information 
is worth thousands of dollars to you — yet 
the book is only $2.00. 

FUR-FISH-CAME, COLUMBUS 15, 0. 




Raise RCdl 

Chinchillas 

for Pleasure 
and Profit 


FREE MINK 

RANCH BULLETINS 

Get Our FREE Slink Raising Bulletins. All about 
Iteding, conditioning breeders, raising young, etc. 

I -nts of helpful information. A postcard or letter 
brings yours FREE. No obligation. 

CHAMPION ANIMAL FOOD CO. 
Minneapolis I, Box 25. Minnesota 


Hints for the Care of Mink Kits 

By L. F. Jonas 


A LL the care for mink kits cannot 
be left entirely up to the mother. 
However, most females will do a pretty 
good job of it, but many things inter- 
fere with what she may do or would have 
done had she been in the wild instead of 
a small pen where she had to depend 
entirely on the assistance she got from 
the rancher in the way of feed, water, 
bedding, etc. Very often what she gets 
may make it quite impossible for her to 
take care of a nest full of babies. She 
may have had a food deficiency that 
could have caused her no end of trouble. 
She may look good to the rancher, but 
this does not always mean that she 
is in top condition and able to raise the 
litter she whelped. However, if she is 
in pretty good condition and has 5, 6, 
or more kits and keeps them as long as 
a week or two, you can feel quite sure 
that with a little assistance on your 
part she will have a good chance of 
bringing them through with flying col- 
ors. 

“Personally I would like to have some- 
one tell me what to do to prevent the 
loss of kits at birth or shortly, after. 
Very often I hear kits in the nest and 
after a few days they are gone. I have 
tried to analyze this situation and have 
done everything I could think of to 
prevent it but we still have some of 
this trouble. 

Our kit losses after they are a week 
or two old are very low, so I will try 
and tell you some of the things that 
we found, that helped us to keep our 
kits in good health to maturity. 

Excuse me for getting off the sub- 
ject, but here is something for thought. 
One day after whelping time I happened 
to be visiting a rancher near Oshkosh, 
Wisconsin and of course the usual line 
of conversation was on. This rancher 
was not too well pleased with his in- 
crease and he told me of a fellow 
rancher down there that was quite put 
out because he only had a 4 1 - kit 
average that year, he usually had a 
5 or better average. So I immediately 
asked where that man lived: I wanted 
to find out what and how he fed and 
cared, for his animals. He told me “you 
can save yourself that trouble. I’ve 
been there and he has no feeding sched- 
ule.” He also told me that his own 
mink would die if he fed them the same 
as this other rancher fed his mink. He 
said half of the time they didn’t 'get 
fed and they looked like a rack of bones 
with a hide stretched over them, and 
sometimes they got only cereal and 
sometimes dead animal meat and he 
would give them the dead floating carp 
that were in the nets when the Con- 
servation Commission was seining in 
Lake Winnebago. He got them for noth- 
ing. Of course, this man had his troubles 
keeping the kits alive and he was never 
able to put fur on his mink. Don’t 
you agree that what he was doing 
might be food for thought? He did get 
a lot of kits. 

Now back to our own kits. One thing 
we found was that some females never 
make a good warm nest and they have 
plenty of trouble to keep their kits from 
freezing to death in case of a cold 
spell during whelping time. So now we 
help them make a nest. We cut up all 
of our marsh hay with a hexel -ma- 
chine, by taking out all but one knife 
and setting it so as to make the cut 
as long as possible we get a nice soft 


lot of bedding that packs well and makes 
up a fairly good warm nest. We never 
disturb the kits unless we see that there 
may be something radically wrong. In 
case the mother is neglecting them we 
farm most of these kits out to other 
females and in most cases they will 
come through okay. When doing this 
we lay the kit on the wire in front 
of the nest box hole. As soon as the 
female discovers this kit she will pick 
it up and take it in with her own. 
When doing this you must make sure 
her kits are about the same size. If they 
are much larger, they may push this 
little thing around and it may event- 
ually starve or become runted from the 
lack of nourishment. 

We found it a very poor policy to try 
to put kits in with other litters after 
they have lost their mother and started 
to eat meat. We tried this, everything 
seemed to work out; the old female took 
them in but when we put feed on the 
board, these new kits would come out 
to eat. This evidently made the old 
female realize that they were strangers 
and immediately killed them. So don't 
try that. 

Perhaps the best thing a rancher 
can do to help the kits and give them 
a good start in life and at the same time 
save the mothers is something I learned 
from my good friend August Genette. 
Last year we were having trouble with 
our Aleutians. It seemed that the kits 
were not doing so well, and had to farm 
some out to save them. It seemed that 
the mothers didn’t have enough milk. 
Most of them had 5 or 6 kits, some 
more. 

Shortly after I discovered our trouble 
I happened to be at a meeting of the 
Wis. Mink Breeders at Milwaukee, where 
I met Mr. Genette and he told me of 
a method that he has been practicing 
for some years. I have since heard Dr. 
Chaddock tell about being on a ranch 
in Pennsylvania, meaning the Genette 
Ranch, during the time when most 
kits were about half grown and he told 
of the kits on this particular ranch as 
being practically full grown. He said it 
was amazing and could hardly believe 
his eyes, but there they were, old fe- 
male and a lot of kits in every pen, 
the kits being so large that it was 
difficult to pick out the old one. 

I still remember his remark, “Man, 
how do you do it?” I can very well 
imagine his astonishment, and you know 
Doc gets around. Good old Doc!, he is 
a wonderful asset to the mink industry. 

Most ranchers will say that the old 
female will carry enough food into the 
box for the young, when they are old 
enough to eat. Well, that is true to 
some extent, but what about the nour- 
ishment they need before they are that 
old, and suppose she has 7 or 8 kits 
and not enough milk to supply them. 
What happens then! Well, you know 
either some of the kits die or they 
may all be runted to some extent and 
very often the old female can’t weather 
the storm and, will pass on to the happy 
hunting grounds herself. Well, this can 
all be prevented, thanks to Mr. Genette. 
I tried his method in our Aleutians and 
saved every kit and mother. Our Aleu- 
tian Kits were very runted, only about 
half the size of a normal kit of their 
age and the mothers were all very thin 
in spite of all the supplements we gave 
them. Kits need a lot of liquid food to 
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make them grow and get a good start in 
life, sometimes much more than the old 
female can give them if she has a large 
litter. Maybe this is the reason why 
most wild mink are so small. 

I don’t know just how you can use 
Genette’s method if you use a whelping 
nest box that has only one compart- 
ment such as is generally used, for pelt- 
ers. But on nest boxes with a vestibule 
compartment, Mr. Genette suggests to 
drill a one-inch hole through the side 
of the vestibule as close to the bottom 
as possible, then insert into it the spout 
of a % inch shallow type outside water 
pan, by bending out the sides of the 
spout slightly that extends into the 
vestibule, it will stay put. After the kits 
are 2 weeks old, start filling the pan 
with skimmed milk. The old female will 
drink this as well as water from the 
outside. When the kits get a little older 
they start crawling out of the nest and 
before long they will discover the milk 
and when they do, you will have to fill 
it two or three times a day. It is well 
to fill this cup with water for their over- 
night supply. Keep this cup clean, re- 
move old sour milk from it. If you 
do this, you will treat your eyes to a 
sight that will make you wonder why 
you hadn’t done this long before. And 
remember you not only do a lot for your 
kits, you also save the old females. 

You can’t stop here, as soon as the 
kits have their eyes open, it is a good 
idea to change their nesting, so it will 
not get too hot when the weather gets 
warm. There were many kits lost last 
year during that first hot spell we had. 
I know of one ranch not far from here, 
that lost over 400 kits in one day. 
They suffocated in the nest, but with 
new loose bedding, this is less apt to 
happen. Some kind of insulation in the 
top of the box will also help. It is 
important to place some regular mink 
feed on boards on the bottom of the 
cage just as soon as the kits come 
out of the box. And another very im- 
portant thing to do is to use a type of 
water cup that can be placed down 
at the bottom of the cage so the kits 
find it as soon as they come out. It 
should never be up high. If they are, it 
may be a week or two after they come 
out before they find it. By having all 
the water they want, it just naturally 
helps their growth and general health. 
In this respect, I just can’t help but 
praise our own type of cup because they 
are placed at the bottom of the cage 
and the kits don’t waste the water and 
the result is they have water to drink 
when they want it. And remember it is 
very important that they have water at 
all times, especially in hot weather if 
you want them to live and keep on 
growing. 

No doubt you have read articles that 
may be contradictory in regards to when 
and how to separate your kits. Some will 
say they leave the kits together until 
quite late in fall, some leave just 2 
in a cage and. claim that’s the way they 
get size. They say they eat more this 
way. Well, I would hate to see our kits 
eat any more than they do. 

We tried all of these methods but 
always with some degree of N.G. Yes, 
we had some nice large mink in fall 
but also too many very small ones. And 
we also had more fatalities. 

The method that proved to be most 
satisfactory on our ranch was when we 
separated the kits as soon as we were 
sure they could be on their own, and 
we singled them out. I suppose the type 
of pelter pens used may make a differ- 
ence, we do not use a nest box and 


our pens are so arranged that the mink 
can see the animal pens next to them, 
this seems to help keep them more con- 
tented. We have some pens out in the 
open but quite well covered, and also 
have some in closed, but well ventilated 
sheds. We find the kits do best in the 
sheds. 

We are still on the fence about 
whether or not nest boxes are necessary 
on pelter pens. We have, however, come 
to this conclusion, that when they have 
nest boxes they eat less and become 
prime sooner than those without nests. 
On the other hand the pelt is usually 
cleaner and is of better color than those 
that have no box. This was very ob- 
vious in the platinums and whites, and 
naturally makes them more valuable, 
which offsets the difference in the cost 
of feed, and at the same time does not 
require the extra work of keeping the 
boxes clean. The question of nest boxes 
may be just a matter of opinion, but 
one thing is sure; the kits we separate 
first, always get to be the largest, and 
it is mighty gratifying to know that we 
can now help our female mink to pass 
through their period of lactation without 
the loss of their kits or themselves. 
Thanks again to Mr. Genette. 


Millet, Corn & Quackers 
(Continued from page 11) 
number of males; the females are a 
greater benefit to the hunter on the 
breeding grounds than in the oven. 

Why were we so dead sure these 
mallards would use this particular field 
of snow-covered corn as a mess hall 
when there were any number of other 
fields to pick from? 

Well, we weren’t certain about getting 
shooting, but we did know that if the 
ducks went out to feed it would be in 
the field we selected because it was 
the only one for miles around that had 
cattle running in it. Now then, when a 
cow or steer finds an ear of com it 
goes without saying that the critter eats 
it; if it’s a large ear they snap it in 
two, if it’s just a nubbin they devour 
it in its entirety. Whichever the case 
may be, kernels of corn are bound to be 
shelled off the cob, and a critter’s mouth 
is so designed that it cannot pick these 
kernels off the ground or snow. 

Hence, golden grains upon the snow, 
food for the quackers, and sport for 
the wild-fowler. 



The author hefts a pair of Canada Geese. 
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Reed Creek Trapline 

By D. L. Raymond 


I needed* only one glance at the graying sky to realize I 
had little time left that morning. I had been stringing 
traps since 3 A.M. and had made only 20 sets, all for 
’rats. It was slow going. Making sets by flashlight takes 
about twice as long as in the daytime, and often they are 
not as good. I had started setting one of Reed Creek’s tribu- 
taries. Reed Creek, which is the principal area I trap is 
about 30 miles east of Kansas City. The surrounding area is 
farm land and thickly populated. Hence competition is 
keen. The cornfields which border the creeks make excel- 
lent feed for ’rats. This probably accounts for there being 
quite a few in this country. I prospect early in the fall and 
ask permission to trap and because I ask, farmers rarely 
turn me down. 

Season opened late in Missouri this year for easy fall trap- 
ping, but the 'rats deserved the 
rest. A skim of ice covered most 
of the creeks and my arm length 
rubber gloves were really wel- 
come. I’ve found that these 
gloves pay for themselves for 
they assure warm dry hands 
and you will make much bet- 
ter sets under these conditions. 

As I started out that first 
morning, I was disappointed, for 
I found someone had already 
been trapping for perhaps a 
week. Investigation showed lit- 
tle need of worry as it was some 
young boys and their efforts 
were even more amateur than 
those of my own. However, I 
skipped their territory because 
I imagine they had the ’rats 
pretty well trap-wise. Their 
traps ended a short distance 
down the creek and I began my 
48-49 season. Fresh ’rat sign was 
numerous and at each bit my 
heart beat a little faster. My first set was a slide but I 
decided against too many of these because of them freezing 
up. Most of my sets were in dens where I noticed bubbles 
going in under the fresh ice indicating a ’rat had recently 
used it. Many of the dens were under tree roots and one 
at a stump looked especially good. My favorite spot is under 
tree roots and I will set them whenever I get the opportuni- 
ty. It was getting light as I made my last set of the morn- 
ing under a drift. I glanced at my watch and knew I would 
probably be late to work. I work in a milk plant and should 
be at work about 8:30 but occasionally (my boss wonders 
about this) it is later. As most fellows who work and trap 
part-time, trapping is a love and hobby. 

I was up at three and really anxious to get to the traps. 
I live in town and have to drive several miles to them. The 
first trap at the slide was gone. I found the broken stake 
upon the bank. (This will always be a mystery for none of 
my other traps were bothered and there was no sign of an 
animal being caught in it.) It was one of my new B & L 
Surehold and I hated to lose it. These are by far the best 
traps I have ever used. I never lost a ’rat in one this year 
and caught several ’coon in them. My loss was soon for- 
gotten for as I shined my light ahead I spotted two ’rats 


floating in sets ahead. I picked up an extremely large one at 
the stump and the last set at the drift held one. Four out 
of twenty the first morning, not bad. I like to figure one out 
of three so I wasn’t far off. No time to gloat over my catch 
though for I had a lot of setting ahead of me. I set an- 
other half mile but for some reason ’rats seemed more 
scarce. A farmer was trapping on his own place so I stopped 
at his fence. I skipped his place and hit Reed Creek. I set 
up stream first. Muskrat sign was scarce for a short distance 
but I made a few ’coon sets which netted me nothing. At 
one ’coon set under a bridge I caught a ’rat the next morn- 
ing. There was a shallow pond off to the side of the creek 
and I noticed there was a family of ’rats living in it. Their 
dens were in water too deep for my hip boots so I made 
a couple of non sets. Since I had all of my Surehold traps 
out I put two traps together to 
prevent a ’rat from wringing his 
foot off. The next morning as 
I came over the pond dam, I 
noticed in the moonlight two 
dark shapes at one of the sets 
and one at the other. I’ve caught 
some ducks, I thought, but turn- 
ing on my flashlight I discovered 
to my amazement three large 
’coon. They were all held in #1 
traps! The two together had 
pulled the stake and all that 
kept them there was pulling 
against one another. I suppose 
the three had been traveling 
together. This pond also yielded 
five ’rats in future mornings so 
it really paid off. 

My line on the tributary was 
playing out so I moved the re- 
mainder of my traps to Reed 
Creek. Reed Creek is not big 
and most of it can be waded 
with hip boots. It is mostly 
holes with shallow ripples in between. Breaking a crust of 
ice wading every morning really made it hard work. My 
catches ran from two to six ’rats a day depending on how 
good a spot I ran into. As I was running my ’line one morn- 
ing I found where a ’coon had stolen a ’rat taking the 
stake and, trap with him. I vowed revenge. A set was made 
for the ger f leman using a Tat carcass for bait and sure 
enough two days later I had the rascal. I would have pre- 
ferred the Tat however. 

One farmer complained of having a skunk under one of 
his barns and wanted me to catch him. I wasn't enthusias- 
tic about it though for the people in town don’t appreciate 
the smell. One morning my car wouldn’t start so I used my 
mother-in-law’s. Fate was against me for that morning I 
caught the skunk. I killed him (I thought) and put him in 
the trunk. When I got home and opened the trunk, there 
sat Mr. Skunk very much alive. My mother-in-law raised 
a bigger stink than that skunk. 

I pulled all my traps on upper Reed Creek, and moved 
them down stream. Here I found one of the best spots I’ve 
ever seen for ’rats. Trees and a high bank lined the stream 
on one side and cornfields on the other, making ample food 
and cover. The creek was wide and deep here but I was 



The author with a two weeks’ catch of fur during the 
1948-’49 season. 
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I was very disappointed in the price 
drop in the ’rat market as a lot of you 
must have been. I averaged $2.51 for my 
’rats last year but only $1.49 for them 
this year. If other costs would have 
come down accordingly — but oh well, I 
enjoyed every minute of it and of 
course. I’ll be back at it again next 
year. 

Don L. Raymond 

Box 142 

Lee’s Summit, Mo. 


'Dogs, and Dogs of Steel' 


By Richard Allen Orris 
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able to trap the edges. This particular 
spot netted me more Tats than all the 
rest of the creek together. And was it 
fun! Since it took me quite awhile to 
pull my traps I was able to make only 
about five sets for the first night. How 
pleased was I to find three ’rats in 
them the next morning. Even then I 
didn’t realize what lay ahead. I got 
the rest of my traps out that morn- 
ing. That night was ideal; misty, dark 
and damp. The creek had opened up 
making slide sets good. Twelve 'rats 
greeted me the next morning! It was 
almost impossible to carry them. My 
total for the next four days was well 
over thirty. This is very good for this 
territory and the best I have ever done. 
This held up for over a week as I kept 
moving my traps. I was surprised to 
see where a mink had made his way 
along the stream. Mink are very scarce 
around here. They enjoyed a closed sea- 
son in Missouri this year and I’m hop- 
ing that it will help bring them back in 
good numbers. A hard freeze and snow 
ended my creek trapping. I moved to 
ponds and lakes on which I had staked 
the dens and runs for just this kind of 
weather. I averaged about two ’rats a 
day off of these until the end of the 
season. My total ’rat catch for the sea- 
son was 125. 

An unusual incident occurred one 
morning. I was passing a Junk pile a 
couple of days after a snow and noticed 
tracks where a civet (Spotted Skunk) 
had apparently dragged something away. 
Wondering where he went and what he 
was dragging, I followed. The tracks 
made a zig-zag pattern unlike those of 
an animal going to its den. Finally 
ahead of me, I noticed a dark object in 
the snow. A civet had stuck his head 
in a mustard bottle trying to get food 
and then found he was unable to get 
it off. Apparently he had dragged it 
around all night, trying to get rid of 
it. A sharp blow ended his worries. 


T'vID you ever trap foxes in a settled 
section where hunters and their 
hounds ply the sport? And did you trap 
foxes without catching an occasional 
rabbit hound in your trap? If you did 
not catch dogs under the above con- 
ditions, you are indeed a top notch trap- 
per. As for myself, I have had more 
trouble with the hunters and hounds 
than Johnny Sneakum, Mr. Poacher, 
and the elements of Mother Nature com- 
bined. Although my troubles with hunt- 
ers and hounds was no laughing mat- 
ter. I couldn’t help but give out with an 
occasional horse laugh when the oppor- 
tunity was presented to me by the all- 
knowing (?) hunters. 

It is early Autumn, the leaves and 
grass are turning red and gold, the air 
is getting crisp, and across the hills and 
clearings, the bay of the hounds can be 
heard as the hunters are training their 
sport and meat getters. On my shoulders 
and back is my twenty-two rifle, and 
a pack basket with a few fox traps, 
lure, and digging tools. A female gray fox 
I had caught a few weeks earlier had 
become too wild, nearly killing herself 
trying to escape from the pen I had 
placed her in. So now I was out to 
catch another female fox for scent pur- 
poses, since I had to dispose of the 


other one. I put out the four traps in 
my pack basket, and after the sets were 
completed I did a little prospecting for 
fox signs. Things looked good for fox 
trapping, even in spite of the four bits 
placed on their pelts in the Raw Fur 
Markets. The four dollar bounty placed 
on their heads by the Pennsylvania 
Game Commission would make up for 
the lousy fur price. Plenty of foxes on 
the boards come late fall, was the chief 
thought in my mind. 

The following morning I was disgusted 
plus, to say nothing of being mad as a 
bull. Two traps were missing, tracks of 
two-legged predators around the sets. 
One trap on a sloping hillside was 
pulled out, stake and all, and tossed 
several feet from the set. One set, 
a bait hole, was undisturbed. 

Just before dark the same evening, 
a hunter returned my trap, but not 
before cussing me, and telling me to pull 
in all my traps. The land where my trap 
caught his hound was open to hunters 
and trappers alike. I stayed. The follow- 
ing morning I put a couple more traps 
in the basket, and headed for the woods. 
I had gone only a short distance along 
the road, when a fellow stopped his 
car and asked me if I was trapping 
foxes near an old cemetery. After telling 
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him I was, he immediately set about 
to tell me that I would have a doctor 
bill to pay for his Black and Tan which 
had been caught in one of my traps. 

I agreed to look at the dog first (al- 
though I had no intention of paying 
any bill in the first place), and then 
decide what to do. His dog was not in- 
jured in any way whatever, so I was 
all for forgetting about the matter. I 
would like to add here an incident 
which I thought interesting. When he 
asked me to pay the bill for his dog, 
I told him not until I saw him fined by 
a Game Warden for picking up and 
taking my trap. (The trap, incidentally, 
was on the front seat of his car.) To 
this he said, “I never saw you or your 
trap, and my word is as good as yours.” 
I was not getting anywhere and was 
wasting time arguing with him, so I 
took my trap and we both forgot about 
the matter. 

A day later another hunter threatened 
to have me arrested. It seems his hound 
was caught in one of my traps, so like 
most hunters who want protection for 
their dogs, he put up his complaint. He 
said I was liable for arrest for having 
steel traps set during the day. He told 
me I was supposed to set the traps dur- 
ing the night and set them off during 
the day. This was good for a horse 
laugh and nothing else. After other 
complaints, six good coilspring traps 
stolen, to say nothing of threats, I de- 
cided right then and there to stop 
trapping foxes for good. 

If the hunters know how to keep the 
foxes down without using steel traps 


they better have the method patented, 
because I say it is impossible. I have an 
idea of how the small game hunters 
can keep the fox population down. 
How? The same way they have been 
doing it. First they find a couple hun- 
dred eager beaver sportsmen, a couple 
dozen fox hounds. Then after driving 
and posting for the best part of the day, 
they proudly display in the newspapers 
the result of the day’s hunt. Namely, a 
red or grey fox. Or, if they are lucky, 
they catch two or three foxes. This is 
good for a laugh also, if you have a 
good sense of humor. 

I envy you, mister Top Notch Trapper. 
You are probably a dog-proof trapper. 
When you stop to think about the mat- 
ter, you can readily realize, that on a 
whole basis, dog-proof trapping is as 
ridiculous and absurd as dog-less hunt- 
ing. When a trapper is confined to two 
logical sets for taking foxes, and not 
dogs, he is ready for the bug house, 
and if not that, the poor house. At 
today’s fur price on fox fur, a fox 
trapper has to take a good many more 
pelts than he did when the fur was 
valuable. Of course, I am speaking of 
States that have bounties on the fox. 
You would have ouite a time in pro- 
curing your daily bread if you trapped 
the fox for its fur value alone. You can 
call me a quitter if you wish, but I’ve 
taken all I am going to from the hunt- 
ers. They can make a sucker out of 
anybody they want to from now on, 
but not out of me. At least not any 
more. 


Some Ruses Of Red Reynard 

(Continued, from page 49) 


of steel, and asked me to accompany 
him on his initial round setting, scent- 
ing, etc. For trap chains we used twisted 
strands of bailing wire, fastened secure- 
ly to the base of bushes. I watched 
closely as he made the first set, under a 
small clump of oak brush. Having been 
accustomed to toe-pinching the wise red 
reynard in Indiana, he was very care- 
ful to completely conceal the wire lead 
both at the base of the bush and from 
there to the trap spring to which it was 
attached. He spent several minutes 
scraping away the leaves and mold 
around the base of the sapling, and 
buried the wire lead neatly in a narrow 
trench, which he next filled up so as to 
make the whole set appear as if nothing 
had been disturbed there recently. When 
he had finished I commented, “A good 
set, but these Arizona grey foxes are 
dumb; they don’t mind if the wire lead 
does show around the tree base.” 

My guest looked at me searchingly. “I 
never caught a red one in my life, if I 
let as much as a speck of th’ wire lead 
uncovered,” he emphasized. 

“Well,” I returned, “hiding it won’t 
hurt anything in catching th’ greys, but 
on the other hand it probably won’t bag 
any more than you would get by not be- 
ing so particular about concealing th’ 
lead, especially where it makes contact 
with the butt of the bush.” 

I made a set to indicate what I meant. 
My friend laughed. But a few mornings 
later, when he found, a grey boy caught 
there, he admitted, “I never knew that 
any fox could be so dumib.” 

Generally speaking, the grey fox in- 
habits a brushy terrain to a greater ex- 
tent than does the red. When jumped by 
fast-running hounds or terriers, the grey 
will frequently attempt to elude the pack 


by climbing, especially if the tree is 
leaning somewhat, or has many limbs, 
by which it is able to mount. This habit 
on the part of the grey oftentimes spells 
its doom, as the hunter may come to 
the baying and drop the fox from his 
lofty perch. I have heard of instances 
in which red foxes were said to have 
climbed trees, but I have never seen 
one do so. They have other tricks up 
their sleeve. 

In those areas frequented by both 
kinds of reynards, it is generally con- 
ceded that the red variety is responsible 
for the greater number of forays on the 
farmers’ poultry. The latter has a pen- 
chant for poultry. Many stories, some 
true and many fictitious, have .been nar- 
rated, bringing out the wiles of Mr. Red 
Reynard on his visits to Squire Brown’s 
chicken house. Somehow he seems to 
know just when the men folk of the 
house are away at town or on the far 
side of the farm at work, or possibly 
fishing somewhere. By some subtle sixth 
sense reynard is aware that the newly 
cut opening along the base of one side 
of the hen house, although on the sur- 
face of things, inviting him to crawl 
through, nevertheless, to wise reynard 
there is a ‘nigger in the woodpile.’ He is 
not to be caught napping there. Most of 
us have heard some version of that story 
in which reynard, who having been shut 
in with the chickens after a trap door 
had fooled him, played ’possum. Squire 
entered, picked up the limp fox, and 
when he pitched the crafty fellow on 
the ground while he busied himself 
latching the door, the fox suddenly came 
to life and scurried away. 

In the Middle- West, especially at 
points in Indiana and Ohio, men who 
have participated in the old-time fox 
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drives can tell of most singular instances 
in which reynard has made his escape 
in face of overwhelming odds. When I 
was in my early ’teens I used to listen 
open-mouthed to the stories Old Man 
Rayburn liked to tell concerning the fox 
drives he had taken part in. And he had 
been in all that history records anything 
about in his particular section of the 
country. Probably a dozen drives alto- 
gether. The farther along in his nineties 
Rayburn got the keener seemed to be 
his fox-driving reminiscences. On one oc- 
casion he related, there were about three 
hundred rabbits in a quarter-mile ring, 
and ten red foxes were counted. As the 
drivers closed in, all of whom had noth- 
ing but clubs as weapons (guns being 
banned for the sake of safety to the 
drivers) Rayburn related that those 
foxes began to play their trump cards. 
Of the ten, the two hundred drivers 
were successful in bagging only three. 
By a rapid-fire job of darting, dodging, 
halting, rolling, snarling, showing teeth, 
and finally of an unheard-of display of 
vaulting and high hurdling, the others 
gained the outside of the circle and« 
scampered off to safety. Said Rayburn, 
“Eff’n you think an old red fox can't act 
up ugly and wicked-like, yu ought t’ 
take part in an organized fox-drive.” 

(Several years later I could have added 
that if you surprise a vixen while watch- 
ing her puppies tumble, you’ll have some 
notion as to how vicious-looking a fox 
can be.) 

Usually both dogs and guns were left 
at home on those neighborhood fox 
drives. However, on one occasion the 
countryside had selected a spacious 
bluegrass pastureland a few miles from 
Rayburn’s home as the place where the 
drive would hub. Tom Root’s old shep- 
herd dog, a friendly, tail-wagging old 
cow-driving canine, couldn’t stand to see 
so many people gathering in the pas- 
tureland, and forthwith bounded to the 
circle. After zigzagging through the peo- 
ple in the line, he saw old Red Reynard 
loitering disconsolately out in the arena. 
Immediately Old Shep went in high gear 
to investigate. The old fox bolted, 
humped its back, and before Old Shep 
could put his lead card on the table, 
reynard snarled viciously, punctuating 
it with snapping of sharp teeth, and. as 
soon as he saw that Old Shep was slow- 
ing down, made a dashing take-off 
toward the dog, which dropped its tail 
between its hind legs, and shifted into 
reverse, the fox giving chase until it 
found an opening in the line and ducked 
through to safety. 

Any hunter who has followed his 
white and liver hounds on nocturnal 
ramblings after His Highness, Sir Rey- 
nard, is familiar with Old Red’s ruse in 
crossing another fox’s trail, thus putting 
the hounds on the pursuit of one fresh 
and ready to lead the hounds for a 
while. Many believe it is the mate of 
the fox being chased that does the 
crossing of the trail, behind the one be- 
ing chased deliberately to pull the 
hounds in his or her wake. That some- 
thing of this nature is done is indicated 
by the fact that two sets of tracks 
have been noted on snow-covered ter- 
rain. This ruse explains in part at least, 
the long windedness of red reynard. It 
provides pleasure immeasurable to de- 
votees of the chase. 

A few years ago, when fox-hunting 
was popular among the gentry class of 
England, a certain American on a visit 
there, took part in one of those chases. 
“I saw the fox emerge from a copse,” 
said the visitor, “He came at an easy 
trot, showing no fear of several riders 


whom he could see. Suddenly he 
stretched his supple length, and 
streaked it for a half mile or more. The 
voices of the hounds, now hysterical, 
proved that they meant business. ‘He’s 
a tough old boy, he's been chased a doz- 
en times this season,’ some grizzled na- 
tive yelled to one of the riders. Sud- 
denly that reynard glided into some 
sparse undergrowth along the edge of 
a stream. The hounds overran the trail, 
and while they were snuffling, the wise 
fox crossed the stream to the other bank 
and made his getaway while the pack 
took up the trail of a fresh reynard, 
and made off down the other bank of 
the stream. Unquestionably, it was a 
Master stroke, and by it the first fox 
saved his own skin.” 

Probaby there is something to the 
theory that many fox hunters have, 
namely, “It is the Hunt which preserves 
the fox.” Hunting the reynards so often 
gives them opportunities to refine their 
ruses. 


Squirrels And Elmer 

(Continued from page 45) 

Johnny then slowly began circling in 
the opposite direction from the way 
Ross had been going. I watched the 
vicinity where I’d first seen him. Sure 
enough, he came gliding back around 
keeping Johnny opposite him. He was 
about a foot higher this time and dan- 
gerously close to that hollow. That tree 
must have been a new one to him; oth- 
erwise he would have already made a 
dash and been safe and sound some- 
where down in the trunk. 

I quickly raised my rifle to my shoul- 
der but not fast enough. The target 
must have spotted my movement and 
that hollow at about the same time. 
Before I could line my sights on him, 
he practically dove into the mouth of 
that hole and was gone. 

Again we had to persuade Elmer to 
leave and look elsewhere. Had he been 
a talking dog he probably would have 
expressed his disgust with us by that 
time. 

Even if he was disgusted he hadn't 
given up hope because it was only a 
matter of minutes before he treed again. 
This time in a medium sized pecan tree. 
There was brush around it but it was 
low stuff so I figured that this one was 
a cinch. 

I circled this time and hadn’t gone 
half way around before Johnny raised 
his rifle, aimed for a second and fired. 
Down he came with a nice shot right 
through the head. He had been an easy 
one but only because he’d been out- 
numbered and caught with “his brush 
down”. 

I guess Elmer treed somewhere be- 
tween thirty-five and fifty times during 
the next three hours or so. We saw and 
killed some, we only saw some of the 
others, and the rest we didn’t even 
catch a glimpse of. We went home with 
the total sum of ten fat fox squirrels. 
This might not be an impressive num- 
ber numerically, not in relation to the 
number of times Elmer treed, but we 
were well satisfied. At least I was, be- 
cause I’d killed four while Johnny and 
Ross each had three to their credit. I 
kidded them all the way back to town 
about that too. 

Red squirrels may be an easy target 
in some parts of the country but that’s 
not so here. I know two fellows who 
will back up my every word on this sub- 
ject and are perfectly willing, not only 
to tell you, but to prove it to you. Be- 
sides, if you won’t take our word for it, 
just ask Elmer. 
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Trapline Reminiscing 

By Amandus Hoffmann 


H ERE it is November already. The 
swamp maples have already shed 
their brightly colored, orange and red 
leaves. The oaks however are still cling- 
ing to their rustic red leaves but even 
they are falling before winter’s march. 
As I watch this taking place I ache to 
go down to the river and brooks. The 
river is very low now with the muddy 
bars and banks showing every move 
the furbearers make. Here you see the 
finger-like print of a 'coon and then 
again you see the familiar track of the 
muskrat. This is just what I’d be doing 
now if it were last year. 

This year however I won’t be so 
fortunate to be able to do so. Due to 
a hip operation I have to use crutches 
to get around. You can see how incon- 
venient this would be. On muddy banks 
and bogs the small end of a crutch 
would go right down and this would be 
disastrous as I can’t put any weight 
on my bad leg. Therefore for my trap- 
ping pleasures this season, I’ll have to 
turn over in my mind my earlier joys 
of trapping. 

I’ll never in my life forget my first 
real catch. Prior to this my total catch 
consisted of gray squirrels which stum- 
bled into my traps. One of these froze 
to death so I took his carcass and placed 
it in an old lard pail. This I concealed 
with snow, twigs and leaves. Then I 
concealed a small No. 0 jump at the en- 
trance. After a few days a good sized 
weasel got himself tangled up in the 
small jump. He sure was an angry little 
cuss. Small an animal as they are they 
sure are courageous. This one sprang at 
me with his wicked little teeth snapping 
away but I soon sent him to happier 
hunting grounds. 

Since then I look foward longingly 
to each season as only a trapper can. 
Last season (47-48) was no exception as 
I was looking towards a good season. 
Let me describe this territory to you 
first. It is quite thickly populated ex- 
cept for the marshes and areas flooded 
by the river. The river itself is about 
40 feet wide with a very treacherous 
mud bottom. It twists very much and 
has steep banks that drop off into deep 
water along the majority of the way. 
This leaves very few spots for den sets 
as the water is too deep but this proves 
best for the ’rats. Along the river this 
leaves only blind sets around logs, 
trees, and stumps. There are no feed 
beds along the banks either as it is 
fined up by oaks, maples, and a few 
birches. A fact that makes up for this 
are the meadows on the other side of 
the trees bordering the river. These 
meadows stretch out for a quarter of a 
mile on both sides of the river in most 
places. These have drainage ditches and 
brooks that eventually drain into the 
river. These give the trapper opportuni- 
ties for a few den, trail, and feedbed 
sets. It’s on these that I string out 
my traps. 

Before the ’rat season started I wanted 
to outsmart at least one fox which 
■would be quite a feat for this section. 
I ordered a dozen No. I 1 , a coil spring 
jumps. These I boiled in the usual bark 
chips to darken and deodorize the traps. 
Later I took four of these and headed 


for a large farm near by. Once there I 
made a dirt hole set. where a log had 
rotted to powder. Further on I made a 
urinating post set at a tall clump of 
meadow grass. On a ridge I made another 
dirt hole set concealing the trap the 
best I knew how. The other was a dirt 
hole set also on the mound in front of 
a ground hog hole as I thought it 
would be hibernating now. 

The next morning I took a look at 
them to find them undisturbed. The next 
day the first set was unmolested as 
was the urine post set. The set on the 
ridge however was uncovered and sprung 
forward in the hole. I carefully reset it 
and hastened to the last set. When 
there I saw the trap bed hollowed out 
and the trap gone. Obviously someone 
familiar with that type of set had stolen 
it as there was no signs of struggle 
and the trap had been carefully hidden. 
The stakes I used were about fifteen 
inches long and in the firm soil of my 
territory I had enough of a job pulling 
up traps with a straight pull, no less 
have an animal pull it out. 

For the next week the set on the 
ridge was sprung and tilted forward in 
the hole. I figured I was up against a 
mighty wise fox as he sure had me 
buffaloed, so I picked up the sets. I 
heard of a trick later on to stop most 
of these wise old fox. That is to set a 
carefully concealed trap a few feet from 
the set. It seems the fox is so concen- 
trated on the regular set he loses 
caution for another trap which spells his 
doom, maybe. The day I pulled them up 
I had a skunk at the set made in the 
rotted down log. 

I can’t blame my unsuccessful attempt 
on the lure I used as it called the fox 
to the set. I can blame it on the usual 
beginner’s mistakes though. Such as not 
washing the oil off of new traps before 
boiling and not boiling long enough to 
give a good dark coat of stain. To get 
a good dark stain it is best to let traps 
acquire a fight rust. 

Other mistakes happen in handling 
traps after they are boiled. Some of 
these, I found out, are letting traps 
hang near foreign odors and handling 
them often with bare hands. 

Finally December 1st rolled around 
giving me a chance to get over my anx- 
iousness to get out. My first set was a 
blind one just down the street from my 
home. It was at a cement hole about 2x2 
and 2 feet deep. This had three tiles 
coming in at the bottom with a couple of 
inches of water standing there. When 
passing by on the road I had noticed a 
well defined trail leading from the tiles 
into the woods so I decided there was 
something denning up there. As the 
water was shallow I used a l 1 - that I 
had used for fox. This I set in an 
entrance of a tile and covered with 
water-soaked leaves. I then hiked a mile 
or so up the river to set the ’rat traps. 
I usually only set traps at the ditches 
in the meadows as there are less trap 
thieves operating there. I came to a 
small spring fed brook that had a ’rat 
den with a bank exit. I set a No. 1 long- 
spring in the water entrance and care- 
fully set a 1V6 at the exit hole. I learned 
from past experiences to cover traps 
with leaves and grass and to push stakes 


under the water and conceal them 
also. If you don’t every trap in view 
will be stolen. The season before I had 
25 stolen out of thirty-six. 

Down further there were about ten 
dens closely located but I only set one 
as I had seven traps stolen there all 
at once last season. I cut across the 
meadow to another ditch where I made 
a few trail sets where ’rats traveled up 
from the river to feed. Still further on 
was another ditch where I located a 
den and three trail sets. Two of the 
trail sets I had high hopes for. One 
was where two birches crowded the 
bank leaving a runway just wide enough 
for a trap. The other was where the 
water ran an inch deep and only three 
or four inches wide. Here I set a 1%. 

I then waded the river to get to the 
meadow on the other side. Running 
thru this meadow was a very likely 
looking brook. On this I made den, 
trail, and feedbed sets. I also made 
three bank exit sets. These looked es- 
pecially good as there were well de- 
fined trails leading from the hole to 
where they feed. Along the trail were 
little piles of ’rat droppings. For dry 
sets and those in shallow water I use 
the 1‘is jumps as they usually get such a 
high grip the ’rats can’t twist out. 

Branching off from this brook was 
a very small pond that was about fifty 
feet long and fifteen wide. Where it 
entered the brook it was just wide 
enough for a No. 1 trap just as if the 
’rats had dug it. I set a No. 1 here and 
in the pond I set another where a ’rat 
had been feeding. At the end of this 
pond was a den at the roots of a maple 
so I placed another trap there. The only 
set I made on the river was in shallow- 
water where a ’rat had climbed on the 
bank. 

I won’t bother to describe my feelings 
or thoughts that night as every trapper 
experiences the same thing after the 
sets are out. The next morning I looked 
at my tile set first but it was just how 
I left it. I then set out for the ’rat 
sets but they were also undisturbed. It 
was about six o'clock that night, already 
pitch dark out, that a car drove in. It 
turned out to be a neighbor of ours. 
He asked if I had a trap down the 
street as there was a big ’coon down 
there. I grabbed my jacket, flashlight, 
and a club and rushed out. As I got near 
the set I could hear the ’coon growling 
away and w r hen he saw me he fit out, 
trap and all. I ran home and got my 
12 gauge, a lone shell I had left from 
squirrel hunting, plus my dog. I set the 
dog on the trail and off he went into 
the underbrush. A few seconds later one 
heck of a commotion started a short 
distance away. I rushed to the spot with 
my gun loaded when I spotted the ’coon 
climbing a young maple. I pulled back 
the hammer of my single, aimed dead 
center, and fired. That old ’coon hardly 
flinched as just about everyone of that 
No. 6 shot hit the sapling making a hole 
almost big enough to put your fist in. 
This shows the folly of having to use 
a shotgun on ’coon which our state law 
enforces. The ’coon finally came down 
and started mixing it up with the dog. 
Because the ’coon was so much bigger 
than the dog I ended the fight with a 
blow of my gunstock. It's against the 
law to trap ’coon in N. J. but I guess 
I'm safe as I had, to hunt it down with 
my dog. My father, whom I consider 
a good judge of weights, figured he’d 
weigh 35 pounds. 

My traps availed me nothing the next 
day but someone had strung out some 
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traps in the best brook. The following 
day I found my first set, a 1% coil- 
spring worth sixty-nine cents, stolen. 
My third set held a ’rat at a den. The 
rest were untouched. The day after that 
I was looking at the set on the river 
when I spotted a dead ’rat not over 
four feet from my set. I thought to 
myself, “Why couldn’t that ’rat have 
stepped in my trap instead of the other 
guy’s.” As I looked closer I saw that 
it wasn’t in a trap but had drifted with 
the current and had lodged against 
some brush. I picked it up and noted that 
the front foot was missing which prob- 
ably resulted in blood poisoning. This 
is the reason why we should make 
drowning sets or if that’s impossible, use 
at least a 1!4 for a higher grip. I believe 
these twist-offs are a total loss as they 
must die in their dens. The fact that 
few are retrapped and very few are 
found would lead to this conclusion. 

A few days later while running the 
line I surprised a muskrat in a ditch. 
The moment he saw me he dove under 
some marsh grass that was growing 
along the bank. Only his tail was in view 
which looked like a dead blade of grass 
turning black. I hit him a lucky blow 
with my stick and then pulled him out. 
On the other side of the river I killed 
a ’rat for the other trapper which was 
struggling to free itself. I met him later 
when he thanked, me and said he would 
return the favor if he had the chance. 

Now ice started forming, which made 
conditions more favorable. When the 
ice formed I caught a couple ’rats at 
their land exit dens. The lla did a great 
job of holding these. I caught a ’rat 
between the birches but had to use care 
in chopping him out as he was frozen in 
the ice. Below this set I caught a nice 
’rat in a IV 2 trap that was in an inch of 
water. He greeted me with a great 
chattering of teeth but it availed him 
nothing. I must have had too much 
covering on one 1% as it only caught a 
couple of claws which the 'rat promptly 
pulled out. I caught four more under 
the ice. Two were den sets and one 
was a trail set in the brook. The den 
in the pond got one under the ice, too. 



The channel to the pond didn’t con- 
nect, but for what reason I could not 
figure out. 

Then it happened. It was the day 
after Christmas when the snow started. 
When it stopped we had over thirty 
inches of snow. This turned out to be 
the worst storm recorded in our state. 
Try as I might I could not locate but 
two or three traps. With no trees or 
bushes to mark my sets I was com- 
pletely lost. Had I been able to use 
long stakes, I might have been able to 
locate them. That would be impossible 
though, because of the numerous trap 
thieves. 

While out searching for my traps 
I saw tracks that gave me new hopes 
for the next season. These were mink 
tracks where they even investigated 
holes left by me when wallowing in the 
snow without the aid of skis or snow- 
shoes. What a tough job that turned out 
to be. I saw quite a few fox tracks 
crisscrossing the snow. I believe I saw 
a set of otter tracks. These were about 
the size of a fox and grouped like a 
mink with something dragging in the 
snow. This, I surmised, was his tail. 

So concluded a season which up until 
the snow, seemed to be going to be my 
best. I hope I haven’t bored you too 
much, me not being an expert or even a 
fair amateur, but just a trapper at 
heart. 


Keep Away From the Fox 

By Ed Phetteplace 


■pvURING the last two years, fox pelts 
have dropped in price until they 
are almost worthless. 

While I was trapping mink and weasel 
this fall, I caught a grey fox which I 
intended to tan. Later during the win- 
ter, I got a very large red fox. 

While skinning the red fox, I noticed 
his stomach was all blue and empty. 
As we have had quite a few cases of 
rabies in the past few years in this 
county, I decided to send the head 
away to be examined. 

The report came back in a few days 
and I was advised to take the Rabies 
Vaccine, as I had a cut on my hand 
when skinning the fox. 

I had to take a shot every day for 
fourteen days, at the cost of about $15 
for the shots alone, and $14 for the 
doctor. The fox cost me about $75, 
counting the work I lost, and a fur 
buyer offered me fifty cents for the 
pelt. 

A couple of years back ten or fifteen 
cows died from being bitten by rabid 


foxes in this locality. The foxes have 
decreased and everyone thought the 
rabies had died out. 

Rabies is an acute, specific, 100 per 
cent fatal, paralytic virus infection. 
Rabies can only be prevented by im- 
munizing treatment. The incubation 
period in persons bitten by rabid ani- 
mals may vary from fourteen days to a 
year. The average incubation is forty 
days. During the treatment a person 
may have a headache, slight fever or 
nausea. 

In my case, my blood pressure dropped 
down to 96. I became awfully weak, all 
my muscles ached, I could hardly move 
my arms, and I had chills and a head- 
ache, but that was better than dying 
with rabies. I also lost a week’s work. 

I live in Chenango County, in New 
York State. I don’t know as other states 
have had any trouble with rabies or 
not, but I do know that I’m going to 
leave the fox alone, until the rabies have 
all died out, and the fur prices come 
up again. 
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' Coon on The Creek 

By Scotty Osborn 


I T was nearing the middle of the 
afternoon on Nov. 10, 1948, the 
opening date for trapping long-haired 
fur animals in Iowa, mink and muskrat 
season not opening until Dec. 1. Last 
mentioned being the real money-maker 
for professional trappers at this time. 

My cousin. Gale Singleton, and I pro- 
ceeded to gather and tag a dozen good 
traps left over from our last trapping 
episode of 1946. We couldn't help but 
comment on the difference in our hasty 
but methodical departure to string a 
dozen traps, mostly for 'coon, in com- 
parison to the anxiously and elaborately 
prepared trap line of '46. We were dis- 
illusioned to say the least. In fact, we 
had gone so far as to estimate our 
season's catch value before a trap was 
sprung. Well, that's an old story, but 
starting out this year I never caught 
the excitement until we started taking 
’coon. 

With traps, hand axes and very little 
else, we made our way to the 'coon 
country near at hand. At the head of 
a deep-cut gully we made our first 'coon 
set. Proceeding down this gully we in- 
tersected a creek, there placing another 
trap. Then, following the watercourse, 
we made a number of water sets and 
occasionally my cousin left the creek 
to check some dens, making sets where 
opposum were likely to be taken, as 
we had decided earlier that a 'possum 
roast was in order, except, I might 
add, the cook, which eventually made 
the difference. 

I turned to my right up a ravine, 
leaving the main stream, this in order 
to make a circuitous route that would 
take us back on the road near home. 
While waiting for my partner, who was 
making den sets, I examined an old set 
which two years before had brought 
amazing results. I called it the Nosey 
Set, where a log had fallen slanting up 
the hill with a hollowed out space near 
the bottom end. It so happened that 
this place had been destroyed by the 
high water, so I contrived to make one 
as natural as possible. I suppose I did 
a fair job of it as I finally attracted 
and caught the smallest 'coon I’ve ever 
seen in this part of the country so late 
in winter. 

Leaving this ravine, we crossed a bean 


field and hit another feeder stream. 
Turning at right angles here, we soon 
discovered a mass of large ’coon tracks 
in the center of this leaf and sludge 
filled creek. I was about to leave this 
and look for an easier place to make a 
set but my pard started cutting a stake, 
commenting that this, given time, would 
take everything on the creek. He proved 
correct, as here we caught two 'coon 
in quick succession. 

After we continued on a ways we 
climbed the bank and investigated a 
number of ground hog holes. Making a 
few sets, w'e then dropped back to the 
creek, which we followed a short dis- 
tance to where another road crossed 
before us. Here we planned to make a 
culvert set, but the culvert was clogged 
up, making a set inside, or near, im- 
practical. 

Here again Gale proved his skill by 
discovering a kind of cut-in notch in 
the steep road bank which at first 
glance looked to be nothing more than 
a washout caused from a rivulet % of 
water, but on closer examination was 
revealed to be a w’orn game trail. This 
was such a steep bank that my pardner, 
after having chopped out a step in the 
bank to place the trap on, could scarcely 
keep the leaf covering from blowing and 
drifting from over his trap. After he 
had finished, though, I gave my approval 
for its possibilities. This being our last 
trap, we hiked the short distance down 
the road to home and adios until sun- 
up, which w-as early enough to run our 
sets considering most of this land be- 
longed to Gale or his neighbors. 

The first morning the trap line dis- 
appointed us slightly, but the third day 
my pardner ran the line bringing in a 
large and beautifully furred she 'coon 
which, when completed, will repose as 
a head-mounted floor rug in my house 
trailer. This 'coon was taken from the 
road crossing set last mentioned. Inci- 
dentally, my cousin shot it in the eye 
with my Auto pistol and the bullet 
lodged in the chest. Therefore, no hole 
in the rug. 

Later I took two 'coon from the middle 
of the creek sludge set, this also being 
a proposed set by my pardner. This, 
plainly speaking, put my trapping abili- 
ty on the spot. 


I had begun to think I was probably 
a better house painter than I was a 
trapper, but found very little consola- 
tion in this thought. Then, after a rain, 
I found an excellent crossing made at 
an angle across a sand bar and through 
a shallow stream. Here a set was made 
which my pardner predicted would take 
anything running the creek. 

It was cold and clear with some ice 
on the creek when I hit the trail this 
last morning. I noticed my crossing set 
would be first, and upon reaching it 
I spotted a large old ’coon held fast in 
it. Ice was frozen on the 'coon's tail 
so I disposed of him after admiring his 
fight to get free. 

Walking on up the creek a short 
distance I caught the flash of color from 
the corner of my eye and was astonished 
as I faced a large, burly, growling ’coon 
ready for a fight. It took a few seconds 
for the fact to register that there was 
no set here, but the 'coon was pulling 
a drag from a set I had made up the 
creek. I had woefully underestimated 
my auarry for he, as I found out when 
returning the trap, had actually pulled 
the pole drag 70 yards down the" shallow 
sand, creek, repeatedly trying to climb 
the bank, without success. I left the 
'coon where he was and returned to the 
house to get a camera. Then I had to 
drive to the nearest town for some film, 
but I got a few good shots of him 
which I’m always anxious to show when 
the picture album is down. And I seldom 
forget to mention that a No. 2 coil 
spring will hold the game until you 
return with your camera. 

One of my sets produced a Kit ’Coon 
next morning, which we marked and 
turned loose for an experiment. The 
score stood even now 7 with three ’coon 
each, so I prepared to leave for Califor- 
nia to take up a job. 

Even now as I write this story I’m 
planning for the time when I again can 
follow the game trails and the heritage 
of my ancestors. 


This B usiness of Trapping 
By Bernard Anderson 

There are thousands of trappers 
throughout the State of New York, 
ranging from the farmer boy with a few 
skunk and muskrat traps, and the spare 
time trapper who traps on the sideline 
from his regular work to the profes- 
sional trapper spending all his time on 
the trapline. 

It doesn't matter which class we are 
in — running a trapline is healthful and 
an alluring occupation, but the fact re- 
mains it is the money we make that 
is of the greatest importance to most 
of us. Therefore, if w 7 e are to continue 
our business of trapping let us take in- 
ventox-y of our assets and consider a few 
facts. 

For the past several years the high 
prices of certain furbearers has brought 
on an increasing pressure of trapping 
and in some areas these animals are 
depleted to the point w'here there is 
not sufficient breeding stock. If this 
condition continues we may as well hang 
up our traps and find a new job. 

The Western New 7 York Trappers As- 
sociation has in the past cooperated 
with the Conservation Department, 
Sportsmen's Clubs, and Assembly men 
for the better Legislation and protec- 
tion of these furbearers, but we can do 
nothing unless we work together. 

It is true that the New York State 
Trappers Association meets each year 
at Piscecolake to discuss matters of 



Gale Singleton and the author (right) with some Iowa ’coon. 
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this kind, but a good many trappers are 
unable to attend- Being that condi- 
tions vary in different localities, the 
Western New York Trappers are hold- 
ing a convention on June 25th in the 
Allegheny State Park, Cattaraugus Coun- 
ty to discuss conditions in this section. 


Canadian Fur Auction 

Muskrat was in moderate demand at 
Canadian Pur Auction Sales Co. (Que- 
bec), Ltd., general sale. Approximately 
half of the catalog of 61,017 skins 
changed hands at prices that the sales- 
room considered unchanged since Feb- 
ruary. 

Top price was $2.35 paid for Nova 
Scotia winter part fall, and top price 
for spring $2.20 for both eastern Cana- 
dian and MKR. Several lots of United 
States winter part fall were included in 
the catalog and brought a top of $2.20. 
Canadians were the principal buyers. 

Prices ranged: Spring: Eastern Can- 
ada $1.18 to $2.20. northern Ontario $1.55 
to $1.60, United States $2.10, Newfound- 
land $1.40, MKR $1.95 to $2.20, Ontario 
$1.95. Winter part fall: Nova Scotia $1.50 
to $2.35. Quebec $1.60 to $1.85, Alberta 96 
cents to $2.10, United States $1.12 to 
$2.20, Newfoundland $1.55. 

Ermine (16,974) was an average col- 
lection for the season and was in mod- 
est demand at lower prices. The sales- 
room estimated 50 per cent sold, at a de- 
cline between 10 and 15 per cent. Top 
price was $3.15 for eastern Canada XL 
which ranged upwards from $1.65. Mixed 
XL brought $1.65 to $3.10. Others were 
large $1.20, med. 96 cents. M-S 76 cents, 
small 54 cents, gray 40 cents to 78 cents, 
brown 20 cents, shorttails XL pt. large 
$1.65, XL-L $1.55 to $1.75: Western Can- 
ada XL-L $1.10. New York and Cana- 
dian sealers were buyers. 

Fisher (631) was considered by sales- 
room observers to be 40 per cent sold, 
at a decline of 15 per cent. The catalog 
was of moderate quality, and some small 
dark skins attracted, New York buyers 
who paid fair prices. Ones extra dark 
brought a top of $92 and ones dark 
ranged $54 to $80, while ones moved over 
a wide range from $26 to $60. Large skins 
sold at $13 to $25 for 1 pt. 2 and $7 to 
$9 for 1-2. 

The auction company reported musk- 
rat 40 per cent sold, no comparison; 
ermine 45 per cent sold, no comparison; 
fisher 40 per cent sold, no comparison. 
Marten were mostly unsold, with the top 
price $52 for brown. Squirrels (100.406) 
were officially reported 70 per cent sold, 
unchanged.. Top price for Westerns was 
45 cents, for Easterns 20 cents and for 
mixed lots 31 cents. Canadians were 
buyers. The article was officially re- 
ported unchanged. 

Lynx (302) was reported 40 per cent 
sold, unchanged a poor collection, its 
top prices were $15 for blue, and $12 for 

1 pt. 2 XL pt. lge. 

Lynx cat (148) was 100 per cent sold, 
unchanged, with a top of $2 for 1 pt. 

2 XL-L. 

Raccoon, skunk, wolf and timber wolf 
were officially reported “mostly unsold.” 
Top price for raccoon was $3.25 for both 
Ontario and Eastern Canada 1-2 XL. 
For skunk the top price was 95 cents 
for 1-2 black and short and. 75 cents for 
1-2 long. Wolf sold at $3.75 for Alberta 
1 pt. 2 XL pt. lge. and top price on tim- 
ber wolf was $5. Canadian dealers and 
manufacturers bought lightly of all 
these items. 


GINSENG 

ZAND OTHER 

MEDICINAL PLANTS 

A Valuable Book (or Growers and Collectors of Wild Me- 
dicinal Plants. Tells How to Grow, Medicinal Uses, Etc. 

T HIS book, Revised Edition, con- 
tains 367 pages and about 100 
illustrations, 40 being Ginseng, show- 
ing this plant in various stages of 
development, both cultivated and 
wild; also roots of different sizes 
and quality with explanation of 
value, etc., also 20 illustrations of 
Goldenseal, showing plants and 
roots at different stages of growth. 
About 160 pages are devoted to Gin- 
seng and more than 50 to Golden- 
seal — all of interest to growers, 
diggers and sellers. Some 40 other 
roots, plants and herbs having 
medicinal value are shown and 
briefly described. The raising of not 
only GINSENG and GOLDENSEAL 
(the wild supply of which is nearly 
gone) but others as well are proving 
profitable. 

This book contains Thirty-five chapters as follows: 

XVIII. Goldenseal, History, Etc. 

XIX. Growers’ Letters. 

XX. Goldenseal — Government 
Description. 

XXI. Cohosh — Black and Blue. 

XXII. Snakeroot — Canada and 
Virginia. 

XXIII. Pokeweed. 

XXIV. May Apple. 

XXV. Seneca Snakeroot. 

XXVI. Lady’s Slipper. 

XXVII. Forest Roots. 

XXVIII. Forest Plants. 

XXIX. Thicket Plants. 

XXX. Swamp Plants. 

XXXI. Field Plants. 

XXXII. Dry Soil Plants. 
v XXIII. Rich Soil Plants. 

XXXIV. Medicinal Herbs. 

XyXV. Medicinal Shrubs. 

Among the Plants described in Chapters XXVII to XXXV and which 
furnish Root Drugs are: Male Fern; Wild Turnip; Skunk Cabbage; Sweet- 
Flag; Helonias; American Hellebore; Aletris; Bethroot; Wild Yam; Ser- 
pentaria (Southern Snakeroot); Yellow Dock; Soapwort; Goldthread; 
Oregon Grape; Twin Leaf; Canada Moonseed; Bloodroot; Hydrangea; In- 
dian Physic; Wild Indigo; Crane’s Bill; Stillinga; Wild Sarsaparilla; Water 
Eryngo; American Angelica; Yellow Jasmine; Pinkroot; American Colombo; 
Black Indian Hemp; Pleurisy Root; Comfrey; Stoneroot; Culvers Root; 
Dandelion; Queen-of-the-Meadow; Elecampane; Echinacea; Burdock. A 
good photograph of each is shown with the description. Considerable money 
can be made collecting and preparing for the market. $5,000.00 to $20,000.00 
per acre is often realized by the grower of ginseng. 

Price, postpaid, cloth bound, $1.50 

FUR-FISH-GAME, £ST..TiS 

________________________________ 


I. Plants as a Source of Rev- 
enue. 

II. List of Plants Having Me- 
dicinal Value. 

III. Cultivation of Wild Plants. 

IV. The Story of Ginseng. 

V. Ginseng Habits. 

VI. Cultivation. 

VII. Shading and Blight. 

VIII. Disease of Ginseng. 

IX. Marketing and Prices. 

X. Letters from Growers. 

XI. General Information. 

XII. Medicinal Qualities. 

XIII. Ginseng in China. 

XIV. Ginseng, Government De- 
scription, Etc. 

XV. Michigan Mint Farm. 

XVI. Miscellaneous Information. 
XVII. Goldenseal Cultivation. 


GINSENG 



PLANTS 


J 
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Question — I have a boagle hound that is gun-shy and 
would like to know how to cure him of that habit? — 
M. S.. N. J. 

Answer — That is often very difficult, however if you 
will use a .22 rifle while hunting with your dog for a 
lime, and then gradually increase size of the gun. in 
time you may be able to cure him of the habit. 

Question — When using apple extract, oil carrot, oil 
anise and strained honey for a muskrat lure, what pro- 
portion of each should I use? 2. What would be the 
length and width of an extra large mink from western 
Va.? 3. On averages, what quality do Western Va. mink 
grade? 4. Which are the most plentiful in this section, 
red or gray fox? 5. Approximately, how many drops of 
musk does a pair of mink glands contain? 6. Musk- 
rat glands? 7. Skunk glands? 8. At what angle should 
I hold a B. & L. fleshing tool, when fleshing a musk- 
rat? 9. About how long would it take an inexperienced 
trapper to properly flesh a muskrat skin? 10. Is very 
much pressure necessary? — A Young Trapper. Va. 

Answer — You cannot mix extract of apple with oils, 
and there is no such thing as oil apple, and we believe 
plain apple extract to be a better muskrat attractor 
than a mixture of the four Ingredients you mention, 
however equal amounts would be as near as you could 
get it. 2. There is no standard of grading, however 
around 34 inches length and four inches width at base 
should grade as extra large. 3. Western Virginia mink 
often run very good quality, in fact considerably belter 
than some sections farther North. 4. I believe there 
are more gray foxes. 5. Trapped mink while fighting a 
trap usually throw practically all musk from their 
glands, however a large ranched mink, killed with gas 
will have as much as a half teaspoon of musk in their 
glands. 6. At the beginning of the mating season, 
about four drops could be expected from each gland, 
however at the end of that period, perhaps one drop 
or even none. 7. Eastern skunks which are smaller than 
Western would have no more than perhaps a half tea- 
spoon in each gland, however as much as a tablespoon 
lias been removed from one Western skunk, and there is 
at least one skunk farmer who ••milks" the skunk es- 
sence from live skunks without injuring Ihern. and 
later can remove more from them. 8. Hold it at an 
angle that will remove the flesh and fat most easily. 
9. Probably fite minutes, perhaps more as professionals 
do it in two minutes. 10. A fair pressure. 


Question — What size fish are best for mink bait? 2. 
How are crawfish used at a mink set? 3. Muskrat flesh? 
4. Gire a dry mink set that rates high? 3. Which trap 
is best, the 1 1 'ft Victor Jump, or Victor Coil Spring? 
— M. I... Mo. 

Answer — I'p to four inches in length. 2. t'sually 
placed naturally as if left by an animal, and lightly 
covered with grass, leaves, needles, etc. 3. In the same 
manner. 4. Locate a hole along a stream bank, for 

place lure and bait about eight inches within the hole, 
then conceal trap just within entrance. 5. 1 V4 Victor. 

Question — What rur animals are found within 13 miles 
of Norwich. Conn. 7 2. What fur animals, other than fox, 
is the #2 Victor Coil spring trap used for? 3. What 
is the annual fur catch of the U. S. 1 4. Alaska? — R. 
K.. X. J. 

Answer — Skunk, muskrat, 'coon. mink, fox, weasel, 
etc. 2. ‘Coon, mink, skunk, wild-cat, etc. 3. That in- 
formation has not been available since the war. 4. 
Same answer as three, however some states in the 
Union annually take mure furs than all of Alaska. 

Question — Would fifteen dozen traps keep a trapper 
busy on a half day trapline? 2. What size trap is best 
fur use at the dirt-hole fox set? 3. Would it help over- 
come odors ou traps if they were boiled in hemlock or 
pine needles? 4. On a trap line, would it pay to carry 
a high-power rifle and a .22 riflle or pistol? — L. R. B.. 
N. Y. 

Answer — Other than on a muskrat line in a good 
marsh, that many traps would keep a professional trap- 
per busy all day. and many professional trappers would 
use considerably less traps. 2. A number 2 or 21. 3 Yes. 
4. Good trappers seldom carry a firearm of any kind, 
for shooting ou a trapline usually scares away elusive 
fur animals, and the odor of burned powder is feared 
greatly by most animals. 

Question — What fur animals might be trapped in 
Mariposa Co.. Calif.? 2. Can chinchilla be raised at a 
profit? 3. Where can I obtain chinchilla? — A Reader. 

Answer — Coyote, bob-cat. ringtail, fox. mink, skunk, 
badger, weasel, etc. 2. The chinchilla raising business 
has not been carried on long enough so that we would 
earc to quote one way or the other, however they seem 
to be raised fairly easy. 3. From advertisers in this 
magazine. 


Question — How long will coil springs last in compar- 
ison to long or flat, undersprings? — D. S.. Ore. 

Answer — In my opinion, large coil springs will retain 
their tension about as long as long or flat springs, but 
in the smaller sizes, do not last as long. 

Question — What are the main fur animals around 
Bristol. Tenn.V 2. How would the price of furs taken 
in Tenn. compare with New York furs? 3. What type 
'coon dog should be good for hunting ’coon in Tenn.? 
4. Are slide-action. .22 • cat rifles being made at pres- 
ent? 5. Is a number 2. double spring trap suitable for 
trapping both fox and ’coon? — W. L. D-. N. Y. 

Answer — 'Possum, ’coon, skunk, muskrat, mink, weasel, 
etc. 2. About one third less. 3. The redbonc breed 
would be good. 4. We believe not. 5. Yes. 

Question — What are the fur animals of New Mexico? 
2. What are some of the best counties for trapping 
coyote, wild-cal. mink and 'coon? 3. What are some 
of the best counties for hunting? 4, What is a good 
set for marten? 5. Are coyotes plentiful in N. M. ? 6. 
Are furs of good quality in N. M. ? 7. How cold does 
it get in that stateV 8. Is there an open season on 
beaver In N. M. ? 9. Will a number 3 Blake & Lamb 
trap hold beaver? 10. Are there many 'coon, mink and 
muskrats in N. M.f 11. Are furs prime in N. M. by 
Nov. 1st? 12. What rifle should I carry on a trapline in 
N. M.? 13. Would a Savage .250/3000 be all right?— M. 
F.. Ia. 

Answer — Coyote, bob-cat. skunk, weasel, muskrat, 
heaver, wolf, mountain lion. fox. ringtail, etc. 2. 
Catron, Grant. Sierra. Rio Arriba. Tans and Santa Fe 
Counties among the best for general trapping. 3. The 
counties mentioned are also among the best for hunting. 

4. Marten are easily attracted to traps by freslt flesh 
bait and lure, and the "cubby-pen” set is much used. 

5. Very plentiful in some parts. 6. Over much of the 
state, furs arc of low quality, however some mountain 
sections produce fairly good furs. 7. Like other states 
that have high mountainous areas, climates vary to a 
great extent, however as a whole, the stale is warm. 8. 
Not at present. 9. Yes. 10. The state as a whole is too 

expect to find more bob-cats, ringtail, coyotes, etc. 11. 
In high altitudes they would be. however in many parts 
it would be Dec. 1st before fur would be prime. 12. 
A .22 rifle would be best for general uses. 13. All right 
for shooting game, but too powerful for shooting trapped 
animals. 

Question — What are the main fur animals of Oregon? 
2. What are some of the best counties in Oregon for 
trapping? 3. Is the .44/40 rifle suitable for hunting 
deer and hear? — E. T\, Hi. 

Answer — Mink, raccoon, muskrat. 2. Jackson. Lane. 
Curry. Josephine, and Hood River Counties among the 
best. 3. Suitable for hunting deer and black bear at 
fairly close ranges. 

Question — Are the advertisers in your magazines to 
be considered as reliable? 2. What is the future out- 
look uf rabbit raising? — P. J.. X. Y. 

Answer — Yes. 2. The outlook is that all meats will 
remain high for some time to come and that includes 
rabbit meat. 

Question — Is a permit or license necessary lo buy furs 
in this state? 2. If so. where obtained? 3. Could two 
persons operate under one permit? — M. L.. Pa. 

Answer — Yes. 2. Obtain information from Penna. 
Game Commission, Harrisburg. 3. As a firm or com- 
pany, we believe you could. 

Question — I have a part rabbit dog and half bird dog 
which is a good trailer, but will not bark and would 
like to know if there is any method of making him 
hark?— J. J. Y.. Pa. 

Answer — The dog is not excited enough about his 
work and you should shoot game in front of him and 
then toss him the game to chew up and which may en- 
courage him to become more excited about the kill. 

Question— Do many mink and muskrats inhabit the 
Nevada streams? 2. Could an experienced trapper, oper- 
ating in Nevada with 200 traps and a car. be success- 
ful?— L. O.. III. 

Answer -A fair amount of mink arc found on some of 
the Nevada streams, and in some instances a goodly 
amount of muskrats. 2. A trapper with plenty of South- 
western experience could expect to do good during 
periods of fair fur prices. 

Question — What is the bounty on foxes in Ohio? 2. 
How can I obtain it? 3. What are the main fur an- 
imals of the Hamilton County region? 4. Will a good, 
number 1% trap hold fox?— C. K.. O. 

Answer — 1-2. Obtain information from Conservation 
Division. Dept, of Agriculture. Columbus. O. 3. Fox, 
mink, 'coon, weasel, muskrat, etc. 4. Yes. 


Question— What do you think of the Victor "official" 
weasel trap.' 2. How can I tell if there are wild-cats in 
a section, since they travel mainly at night? 3. Would 
it be safe to kill a trapped wild cat with a club? 4. 
Do crows make good bait? 5. Which is the most power- 
ful. a .303 nr .300 Savage? 6. Is a .303 army rifle, if 
rebuilt, suitable for hunting deer, etc.? 7. If I make 
artificial dens, would animals inhabit them? 8. Is spruce 
or hemlock suitable for making stretching boards? — 
P. A.. Can. 

Answer — This type of trap lias proven very successful 
on barn rats, however the bait must be rather small 
whicll means that if frozen, it might not attract weasel 
for long distances. 2. Look for tracks, dens, "drop- 
pings", partly eaten food. etc. 3. Yes. 4. Fairly good 
for fox bait, but not considered good for other purposes. 
5. The .300. 6. The .303 British makes a very good 

sporting arm when converted. 7. We believe they would. 
8. Spruce is good, but hemlock splinters too easily. 

Question — Has a shotgun ever been manufactured with 
one barrel 12 gauge and the other .410? — D. M.. Md. 

Answer — We believe not. 

Question — Where can I buy cyanide guns for killing 
wolves?— O. W.. Can. 

Answer — From The Animal Trap Co. of America. 
Lititz, Penna. 

Question — What are some of the best counties in Hi. 
for trapping mink, muskrat, fox and ‘ 001111 ? 2. What is 
a good set for mink in St. (’lair Co.. 111.?— B. R.. III. 

Answer— Alexander. Hamilton. Mason. Rock Island, 
Putnam, Shelby, and St. Clair Counties among the best, 
2. That depends on whether In a slough, along a stream. 
In a swamp or marsh, etc., and we suggest you obtain 
our book "Mink Trapping" which gives many practical 


Question — Is it practical to raise beaver under natural 
conditions? 2. Are there any heaver farms in the state 
of New York? 3. What is the cost of a fur farm license? 

4. How much would a pair of large, dark live beavers 

cost?— C. E. I., N. Y. 

Answer — If one has a large area, we believe heaver 
farming offers some possibilities, however in a small 
area, they soon denude the territory of all trees that 
are used for food as they cut about ten times more each 
year Ilian they need fur food, aud I doubt if it would 
pay to supply them with food. 2. Several owners of large 
tracts of wild lands have released beavers on them for 
re-stocking, but I do not know of any fenced, beaver 
farms in N. Y. 3. Unless the beavers are fenced In. a 
license is not necessary, however the cost would be $3.00 
when necessary. 4. Around $200.00. 

Question — Does goldenseal grow wild in Minn.? 2. Do 
you have any pamphlets on the Wahoo tree? — W. J.. 
Minn. 

Answer — No. 2. No. however we believe you can ob- 
tain such booklet from U. S. Dept, of Agriculture. 
Washington, D. C. 

Question — How much docs an average muskrat weigh? 

2. What is the best implement for scraping mink skins? 

3. About how much should I get for four, average size 
muskrat skins? 4. If I dig a hole in a stream bank at 
the water's edge and bait it with apple and add muskrat 
lure, would that take muskrats, if trap set at entrance? 

5. Is the tail of a skunk skin worth much? 6. What Is 
the correct size for an average, wooden fox stretcher? 
7. Would there he mink along a stream that lias craw- 
fish. frogs and minnows in it? 8. What is a good mink 
set along a creek?— B. G-. 111. 

Answer — Muskrats vary in weight as to the time of 
year, amount of available food, locality, etc., how- 
ever around two lbs. might be termed as an all-around 
average. 2. Fleshing tools available from trapper supply 
dealers. 3. Obtain fur price lists from fur houses who 
advertise in this magazine. 4. We believe it would. 5. 
Sometimes sold to fishing tackle manufacturers for tie- 
ing "flies” at around 5 to 8c each. 6- Total length 
48", width at base 10" and shoulder width 6". 7. We 

believe there would, however you can tell by noting 
tracks, "droppings", trails, etc. 8. Tho set you de- 
scribed for muskrat, baited with crawfish, frogs, mice, 
etc., and with a few drops of mink lure placed on a 
dry twig within U 10 hole, would be excellent. 

Question— What fur animals found around Bristol. 
Tenn.? 2. How much wuuld the value of furs decrease in 
that section, compared with New York? 3. What kind of 
bound would be best for hunting 'coon. in Tenn.? 4. Is 
a double spring, number 2 trap suitable for trapping 
'coon and fox?— W. L. D.. N. Y. 

Answer— Skunk, muskrat, ‘possum, weasel, fox. ‘coon, 
mink, etc. 2. Worth from one third to one half less. 3. 
A Reilbone is a good strain for hunting ‘coon, however 
the training is more important than the breed. 4. Yes. 
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Question — Where Is the best place in Minnesota for 
fishing and trapping? 2. Can you tell me the address 
uf Triumph Trap Co. ami the present price of their 
22113 traps? 3. Arc baits and lures supposed to freeze? 
i. Are sweet potatoes, com, apples and cabbage, good 
bait for muskrats? 3. How can 1 drown muskrats and 
mink at water sets? 6. Will you describe a good mink 
set along a river bank where there arc no muskrat 
houses? 7. How is the best way to treat traps to pre- 
vent rusting? S. How can I kill the steel odor on new 
traps? 9. Arc long or underspring traps best for trap- 
ping mink? 10. Are Southern Minn, and Northern Iowa 
good trapping sections for mink? 11. Arc crabs and 
crawfish the same thing? 12. Which is l he best size 
trap fur mink, number 1 or 1 'k ? 13. What size trap 
best for trapping muskrats, skunk and weasel? 11. 
Where can I buy some new or used. Stop -Thief traps? 
IV Are unfreezing spring streams good for trapping 
mink when large streams are frozen? 16. I bought a 
bottle of liquid mink bait that froze, but did not break 
the bottle, will it be all right after thawing out? — H. F. 
15.. Mitui. 

Answer— The counties of Cook. Lake, Crow, Wing. 
Hell rami. Cass and St. Louis arc among the best. 2. 
The Triumph Trap Company who were once located in 
Oneida, X. Y. have been out of business for about 
twenty years. 3. They are not supposed to freeze hard 
enough to break the bottle. 1. Other than under ice, 
muskrats usually have more fond than they can con- 
sume and are seldom interested in any bait, particularly 
garden vegetables, however roots and bulbs front marsh 
vegetation arc the best muskrat ball when they will 
lake It. 5. Use extension chains or extension wire and 
fasten your traps as far out In deep water as you can, 
then drive down a drowning stake farther out and the 
trapped animal will wind around it and cannot get back 
to shallow water. 6. Dig a hole in the stream bank, 
at the water's edge and place bait and lure in it. set- 
ting trap in the shallow water in front of the hole, or 
the hole may he dug in the bank some distance from the 
water and a dry set made, or if you ran find a natural 
hole already dug and "aged" looking, that will be belter. 
7. Wax them. 8. Boil them with a solution of water and 
a few drops of pine or hemlock needle oil. 9. That Is a 
matter of opinion, however underspring traps are easier 
to eonceal and lighter to earry. although longspring 
traps last longer, and in certain types and sizes, seem 
to have the greatest holding power. 10. Yes. and also 
for ‘coon, skunk, weasel, etc. 11. In your section they 
would lie classed as the same. 12. For dry sets, a num- 
ber 1 trap Is amply large anil powerful, however the 
1 'j is usually preferred for water trapping. 13. The 
number 1 is the correct size for all. however when trap- 
ping skunk, you should use the double-jawed type to 
prevent gnawing out. 11. It is many years ago since 
Slop-Thief traps were made, and it is doubtful if you 
call locate even second hand ones for sale at present. 15. 
Yes. 16. Would do no harm as it was not actually 
frozen but merely crystallized, otherwise it would have 
broken the bottle. 

Question — I note that skunk have decreased in my 
section over a period of several years and at the same 
lime, foxes have increased and I believe the foxes have 
killed and eaten many of the young skunk, and would 
like your opinion on the matter. — E. T., III. 

Answer — I believe skunk have been running on a low 
breeding cycle during which period they have very 
small litters, while on the other hand, fox have been 
running on a high breeding cycle; however it is also 
possible that a disease may have reduced the skunk 
population. 

Question — Is the seel inn between Sandy Lake and 
1'rairie Lake, just North of Highway 210. a good loca- 
tion for trapping? 2. What fur animals found there? 3. 
Could one use skis for covering a trapline there in 
Winter? 4. Would snnwshoes be belter? 5. What size 
snowshocs would be about right for a person weighing 

section for a full time traplinc? 7. What size traps? — 
A. G.. Minn. 

Answer — We believo it would be. however it is al- 
ways best to prospect all traplines in advance of the 
trapping season, noting dens, trails, "droppings”, tracks, 
daw-marks, partly eaten food left by animals, etc. 2. 
Fox. mink. 'coon, skunk, otter, weasel, etc. 3. Skis 
could be used. 4. Much better, 5. About 10x38 inches 
would be good. (!. Perhaps 130. 7. At least one half 
should be number one and number one and a half, 
balance a mixture of number two's and three’s, perhaps 
a few number four's. 

Question— I have a Remington .22 rifle that I desire 
to use for hunting woodchucks, and would like to know 
where to set the sights for 150 to 200 yards? 2. Where 
could I have "open" sights fitted on the guu? 3. How 
should I cook woodchucks? — W. S., X. Y. 

Answer — We suggest that you set up some targets a^ 
the distances you mention and experiment until you get 
the sights correct, as there is no given rule. 2. At the 
factory where gun made or by any gunsmith. 3. Par- 
boil about 10 minutes with a pinch of soda added to the 
water, then fry thoroughly with slices of bacon. 


Question — What animals might be hunted or trapped 
in Ireland? 2. Could hunting and trapping equipment 
be bought there? — J. W. G, . Fla. 

Answer — Fox. hear, mink, wolf, also hair seals and 
whales In that territory and good salmon and trout fish- 
ing. The island cuvers an area of 40.000 square miles 
and is inhabited mainly along the roast, the inland be- 
ing mountainous with mountains up to 6.000 feel. 2. 
Some equipment as used by natives, available on the 
Island, however air and ship service is good and any- 
thing could be shipped in. 
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Question — T am interested in raising marmots for fur 
and would like to know what possibilities there arc? 

2. Where could I obtain stock? 3. Would central Ar- 
kansas bo a good place for such a venture? — Mrs. 
L. G.. La. 

Answer — Marmots belong to the ground squirrel or 
woodchuck family and have a rather low quality, coarse, 
dry fur that is mainly used for imitating higher priced 
furs and we are doubtful if they could be raised at a 
profit as those caught in the wild sell cheaply. 2. They 
are native mainly of Russia although some are found 
in parts of Alaska. 3. The locality would be all right. 


Question — Do you think I could obtain more for my 
furs by selling through a marketing board? 2. How 
much more do you think I could realize on a mink 
pelt?— R. D. D.. Ky. 

Answer — Unless you have large quantities of fur. 
it probably would not pay you to make use of such 
service and since boards usually sell in large auction 
sales held only periodically, the price could drop or 
advance while you were waiting for the furs to be 
sold, and furs caught, say. during the Fall and early 
Winter, usually sell best at that time when the demand 
Is at its best. 2. The main advantage seems to be 
that such "boards" or marketing service can sort your 
furs and offer them with large quantities of similar 
furs, thus in some instances, attracting larger buyers, 
and in some instances you might receive as much as 
two dollars per skin extra for the reason just outlined. 


Question — When do you think there will be an open 
season on beaver in Kansas? 2. Why is it that Kansas 
allows winter trapping of ‘rats Instead of Spring trap- 
ping? 3. How does Kansas rate as a fur producing 

state? 4. Do you believe there are many mink in 
Shawnee Co.? 5. What are the main foods of muskrat? 
— J. S.. Kansas. 

Answer — You may be able to obtain some information 
about that by writing Forestry Fish & Game Commis- 
sion. Trait. Kansas. 2. Probably on account of the old 
argument that muskrats are breeding in the Spring, 

however a 'rat trapped in Winter is Just as much of a 
potential breeder as a 'rat trapped in Spring, and 

usually Spring taken muskrat pells sell for more money 
than when taken at any other time and I suggest that 
you and other Kansas muskrat trappers write ynur 

game commission and draw their attention to the fact 
that Kansas trappers are losing money by trapping 
muskrats before they are fully prime. 3. About equal 
with other middle west states. 4. Yes. 5. Routs of 
marsh and .stream vegetation, some green "shoots" 
from sucli vegetation, clams, snails, frogs and small 
bushes, particularly willow, alder and poplar. 


Question — We have a large muskrat marsh here con- 
sisting of 1.000 acres and since our present law allows 
trapping of water animals only from Dec. 1st to Dec. 
20 arid 1 since 1 houses or dens cannot be molested, we 
would like to know of the best methods of trapping under 
ice?— O. L. . Iowa. 

Answer— We think it quite probable that you will have 

use of a "bail-box." These arc usually made of ' fine 
tilesh wire ' and ~a frame and with one end open and 
in the opposite end. bait such as hair an apple soaked 
in muskrat lure is placed, and with trap attached 
and set just within the entrance. By the use of "stays" 
these bait-boxes arc lowered through holes chiseled 
through -.the ice and since muskrats are usually short 
of food under the ice they will come to these scented 
baits readily. It is also a good plan to locate feeding 
beds, trails, etc., before ice forms and mark them 
with poles that Will extend above the ice and will only 
be necessary to cut through ice and make set. The new 
ire augers will cut holes in ice quickly, easily and 
noiselessly. 


Question — What is the price of raccoon and other furs 
from Fla.? 2. Where are the most mink found in Fla.? 
— J. L. A.. Fla. 

Answer — Obtain fur price lists from fur houses 
advertising in this magazine. 2. Northern and coastal 


Question — Are the short-tailed 'cats of this state 
actually lynx or are they bob-'cals? — J. C.. Ariz. 

Answer — They are bob-cats but are commonly called 
"lynx-cats." however the Bay or Canada lynx is 
larger, lighter in color, tufted on the ears and have 
much larger feet, and less spots. 


Question — How could I catch an owl. alive? 2. How 
large should a cage he to hold an owl? 3. What should 
one feed an owl? 4. Can spurrow-hawks be kept alive? 

3. If so. how?— D. W.. Ia. 

Answer — Use weuk-springed steel traps and bind the 
jaws with tape and bail the traps with a rabbit placed 
where you know there are owls. 2. That depends on 
the species and size of the owl. however it should be 

obtain necessary exercise. 3. Mice, small birds and 
fieslt of almost any kind. 4. Yes. 5. By feeding natural 
foods and supplying clean water. 


Question — How is Tolland Co., Conn, for trapping? 

2. What are the main fur animals of that section? 3. 
Are there many otter in this state? — D. SI., Conn. 

Answer — Rated as fair to good county. 2. Skunk, 
muskrat, weasel, mink. 'coon. fox. muskrat, etc. 3. 
They are not plentiful, yet seem to be increasing the 
past few years. 


Question — I desire to tan a deer skin, leaving the 
skin on. and would like to know how it is done, what 
chemicals to use. etc.? — R. A. J.. Calif. 

Answer — We refer you to our book "Home Tanning,'' 
price $1.10 from this office. 


Question— now many muskrats to a litter? 2. now 

4. When I catch a "cotton" mink, should I release it 
for breeding or destroy it? — R. L.. Ia. 

Answer — That depends upon the age of the female 
and whether muskrats are on a high or low breeding 
cycle, however they will vary from four to nine, 
sometimes even more than nine. 2. Depends on locality, 
however in your section, during Summers when feed 
and water conditions are good, two litters can be ex- 
pected from full grown 'rats. 3. They arc classed as 
"freaks" and If born "cotton." will remain that way 
throughout their life. 4. In my opinion, it Is best to 
kill them and take whatever they are worth, as It is 
believed they will breed more "cottons.” 


Question — Would it not be possible to "weed out" 
some of the foolish questions that are sometimes an- 
swered in your department? — R. L-. Ia. 

Answer — A question that may sound foolish to some 
professional trapper or experienced trapper may bo 
vitally important to some twelve year old "kid" trapper, 
and we try to be patient with beginners. 


Question — What are the main fur animals along 
Mokelumme River in Calif.? 2. Do you think that 
section as good (rapping as around Westport. Conn. ? 

3. If I keep trout in jars, would that make good mink 
and ‘coon bail? 4. What are some of the very best 
sections of Calif, for trapping? — T. L.. Calif. 

Answer — Coyote, skunk, 'coon, mink, badger, weasel, 
fox, etc. 2. There is much mure territory and less 
trappers than in Conn., however the fur quality is not 
as high. 3. If you preserve them, they will make 
excellent bull for mink and 'coon. 4. The counties of 
Plumas. Humboldt. Trinity and Siskiyou. 


Question — Where can I obtain Information about be- 
coming a game protector in Conn.? 2. Is there a special 
course needed? — A Reader. Calif. 

Answer — From Supl. of Fisheries & Game. Hartford, 
Conn. 2. It will be necessary that you pass a fairly 
rigid examination and perhaps serve as a "special" 
for a few years. 


Question — What is the best way to do home tanning? 

2. Will rubbing salt into a skin be sufficient? 3. What 
size trap most used for 'coon and skunk? 4. How can 
1 kill skunks without odor?— R. C., Fla. 

Answer — Tanning is a rather lengthy process and we 
refer you to our book. "Home Tanning." price $1.10 
from this office. 2. Xo, salt preserves but does not 

skunk. 4. Take advantage of the wind and shoot the 

skunk under the car with a .22 caliber rifie or pistol, 
then do the skiuning and handling and re-selling of the 
■rap with rubber gloves. You may hang the pelt up 

in an airy place for 43 hours and practically all the 


Question — I have always heard that there were more 
muskrats and 'coon in Louisiana than in any other 
slate and I am planning on going down there to trap, 
and would like to know just where to go along the 
coast line?— D. E. S.. III. 

Answer — A non-resident is not permitted to trap in 
La. and the big marshes that you have heard about 
are practically all controlled by the state, federal 
government or private interests. You could probably 
obtain a job trapping for someone else, however there 
is but little freeiauce trapping in La. 


Question — I wish to know if it is all right to use 
scent and lure ou a winter trapline, as a trapper told 
me it was to lie used only at muting time? 2. If I 
use steel trap stakes for fastening traps, will that 
scare animals from the set? 3. Is it safe to staple 



Answer — Apparently the trapper In question was re- 
ferring to a mating time lure, as lure and scent are 
used throughout the trapping season, however some of the 
larger lure and scent makers put out a lure for Fall, 
one for Winter and olic fur Spring mating time. 2. 
Animals fear steel odor only if they have found reason 
to do so, and a wooden stake might give out just as 
much detrimental odor as a steel or iron stake, how- 
ever you can treat the steel stakes same as traps and 
thus eliminate all odors. 3. You call treat staples also 


Question — What kind of muskrat set should be made 
on a log that is sunk about two Inches under water 
and wbat kind of bait and lure should be used? 2. What 
is a good book for a beginner that tells how to trap 
mink, 'coon and muskrat and explains tile easiest way 
to skin them: 3. What is meant by a cubby-pent 4. 
What kinds of fresh bail are best for attracting mink? 
— C. J. F.. III. 

but little value as 'rat sets and you should, if possible, 

above water, otherwise look for logs that have a portion 
above water, then cut a notch for Irap and place routs 
of marsh vegetation on the log and a few drops of 
'rat lure. 2. There are many good books Of that kind 
on the market and our book ‘'Science of Trapping" 
would prove excellent. 3. A bail pen. 4. Small fish, 
craw-fish, shrimps, mice, small birds, pieces of rabbit. 


Question — Would I have good chances trapping in 
Niagara Co.. X. Y.r 2. Would a beginner make good 
I rapping muskrat? 3. What book should I buy to 
learn trapping?— E. T.. Jr.. X. Y. 

Answer — That is rated as good farmland trapping 
territory. 2. Muskrats are the big money makers for 
both beginner and professional trappers. 3. "Science 
of Trapping." price Si. 10 from this office. 


Question — now is the trapping along the Mississippi 
River in Alexander and Union Counties? 2. What kind 
of fur animals most abundant? 3. Where can I sell live 
snapping turtles? — L. B.. III. 

Answer — Some good opportunities for a trapper willing 
to do some pre-season prospecting to locate the best 
"spots." 2. Muskrat, 'possum, skunk, weasel, fox. 
'coon, mink, etc. 3. Your best market is to personally 
contact eating places such as clubs, hotels, grills, etc., 
in cities nearest you. 


Question — What are some of the fur animals of 
Clinton Co.. III.? 2. Where can I obtain information 
on how to kill trapped animals, and how to skin them 
and properly tare for the skins? 3. Would a section 
where a creek overflows each year and forms a marsh 
be a good place lo trap? 4. Are squirrel and wild 
rabbit furs of any value? 5. How can I distinguish the 
difference between the tracks of various fur animals? 
— D. S., III. 

Answer — Skunk, 'possum, weasel, muskrat, 'coon, 
fox, etc. 2. Practically all books on trapping devote 
chapters supplying Hie information you desire. 3. Should 
be good. 4. Both have small value. 5. Many books on 
trapping show drawings of animal tracks that would 
help you. 


Question — Is Eastern Mass, a good section for trapping 
mink? 2. Is lure or scent as good as it is claimed to be 
for taking mink? 3. As a beginner, what are my chances 
of a good mink catch if I follow all instructions supplied 
with such lure? 4. What size trap must used for niiuk 
and muskrat?— W. J. O.. Mass. 

Answer — Yes, very good. 2. The purpose of lure 
and scent is to attract animals to sets, and will 
increase your catch if you make good and earcfully 
made sets. 3. If you treat your traps correctly and 
follow all Instructions to the letter, you should catch 
mink readily. 4. Number 1 for muskrat and number 1 % 
for mink. 


Question — Will you explain the advantages of Stop- 
loss and Sure-hold traps when trapping muskrats? 

2. When are such traps to be used? 3. What binds of 
fur animals might be trapped around St. Clair. Mich. 1 

4. What time of year are furs prime in this section? 

5. Could a school boy make a fair amount of money 
by trapping In the section mentioned?— J. M., Mich. 

Answer — These traps are intended to prevent muskrats 
from wringing off their feet and escaping from iraps 
and are a great advantage in trapping muskrats, mink, 
etc. 2. Since they are almost the same size as an 
ordinary number 1 trap, they may be used exclusively 
and arc used exclusively by many muskrat trappers, 
however some who know the art of drowning "rats where 
water is 'deep enough, use the "guard” type traps only 
where water is shallow or where there is no water. 

3. Muskrat, 'conn, fox, mink, weasel, skunk, etc. 

4. Obtain trapping laws from Commission of Conser- 
vation. Lansing, Mich., or from your local game pro- 
tector and during the open, legal season fur trapping, 
the furs will be of good quality. Boys who hare 
had some trapping experience or who have reail and 
studied good books on trapping, can often make good 
money and many boys have made enougit money by 
trapping to pay their way through college. 


Question — I have an old Gibbs and Triumph catalog 
published in about 1H32 and I think they have some 
very good traps, however I have written them and 
received no answer, and would like to know if they 
are still making traps?— O. K. D.. III. 

Answer— They went out of business soon after you 
received the eatalog. 


Question — What fur animals are found in noward Co., 
Inti.? 2. is dial considered a good section for trapping 
mink? 3. Will you explain a good mink set? i. Will 

Answer — Muskrat, mink, skunk, 'possum, weasel, fox, 
'coon. etc. 2. Yes. however a trapper should thoroughly 
prospect the section where he intends to trap, noting 
all dens, "droppings," tracks, claw-marks, trails, etc. 
3. Make sets in entrances lo high-water, abandoned 
muskrat dens, holes and "runs" through driftwood piles, 
under trees, slumps, in hollow logs, etc., using lure 
or scent and at certain periods also fresh bait. 4. Will 

when mink can kill and obtain all the food they need, 
they are seldom interested in baits, although when 
marshes and streams are frozen hard and minnows, 
frogs, mice, etc. are hard for the mink to obtain, 
they will usually take bait regularly. 


Question — Is Clinton County. Pa. rated as a good 
section for hunting bear? 2. In your opinion, what are 
the four best counties for hunting and trapping otter? 
— B. S.. Ohio. 

Answer — Some parts rated as fairly good. 2. Cameron, 
Putter, .Monroe and Pike Counties, however we are not 
sure if it is legal to hunt otter, and only periodical 
opeu seasons for trapping otter. 


Question — Will you describe the Taylor Guillotine 
Trap? 2. Where can I buy them? 3. Where can I obtain 
the trapping laws of It. I.? !. Will the Taylor trap 
kill a fox? 5. Are leather gloves suitable for use 
ill making sets? 6. What i.- a Bigelow trap:— J. E.. U. I. 

Answer — It is a trap that kills quickly when a 
powerful spring operated guard or bar is released by 
the animal stepping on the pan. 2. From trapper supply 
dealers advertising in tliis magazine. 3. From Division 
of Fish .V Game. Providence. 4. The Taylor Trap comes 
in two sizes and the number 2 will kill foxes. 3. Yes. 
if kept clean and well aired out. however they are not 
rated as good as rubber gloves. 6. Another spring-oper- 
ated "killer” trap. 
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Question — What roots or herbs of value found in 
Iron Co., Wise.? 2. What fur animals in that section? 
3. Where can I sell medicinal roots, including burdock? 
— G. 7... Wise. 

Answer — Ginseng, goldthread, wild ginger, wild tur- 
nip, skunk cabbage, wild sarsaparilla, lady slipper, bur- 
dock. blue flag. etc. 2. Skunk, weasel, mink, muskrat, 
badger, 'coon. 3. St. Louis Commission Co., St. Louis, 
Mo., and Graley Root Co., Clendcnin St., Charleston, W. 


Question — Wliat are the possibilities of trapping in 
Alaska, in sections where homesteading is allowed? — 
B. 1’.. Mont. 

Answer The portions of Alaska that are easy to reach 
are more or less over-trapped, according to advice re- 
ceived from Alaska G^me Commission. 

Question — Is the Marble's ''Game-Getter'' a good trap- 
line gun? 2. What length barrel best? 3. Are there any 
restrictions as to carrying that gun? 4. Do you think 
a Colt Woodsman .22 automatic would be better? — R. I 1 ’.. 
Minn. 

Answer — A very good trapline gun and for other pur- 
poses. 2. The 10 inch barrel most convenient. 3. In 
some states a shotgun is not legal with a barrel as short 
as the Game-Getter, however we do not believe that 
affects your state. 4. The pistol would be somewhat more 
compact, but would not serve as many purposes. 

Question — Are there any muskrats in Georgia? 2. 
What are some of the best counties for trapping? 3. If 
I stocked a wilderness territory in Fla. with weasel, 
would it pay?— T. W. R.. Fla. 

Answer — Yes. 2. Wilcox. Glynn. Bryan, Sumter, Mor- 
gan. Gordon. Evans. Early and Decatur Counties among 
the best. 3. Weasel are deadly predators, considering 
their size and might prove detrimental if they became 
too plentiful, otherwise they might show some profit from 
the fur. 

Question — Is there a market for wild checkerherry or 
wintergreen ? 2. Where could the pruduct be sold? 3. At 
about what price? — J. M. G., Minn. 

Answer — No market for the berries, however oil Is dis- 
tilled from the leaves which has ready sale at high 
price. 2. To Magnus, Mahee & Reynard. Deshrosses St.. 
New York City, X. Y. 3. Present price is $6.35 per lb. 

Question — What are the main fur animals of Garfield 
Co., Xehr. ? 2. What are good baits for 'possum? 3. 
What size trap most used for trapping 'possum? — 
D. L. J., Xebr. 

Answer — Fox, coyote, ‘coon. mink, skunk, muskrat, 
'possum, badger, etc. 2. The best bait seems to be 
tainted or partly decomposed flesh. 3. A number one 


Question — Will you please describe a floating mink 
set? 2. A floating muskrat set? 3. now can skunk be 
killed without odor? 4. Are Blake and Lamb number 
1 V4 traps powerful enough to hold 'coon? 3. What is 
a good under-ice muskrat set in shallow water? 6. How 
is the quality of fur from rentral Michigan? 7. What 
kind of gun Is best for hunting fox? — Q. L.. Mich. 

Answer — Find a log with one end floating in water 
and the other on a stream hank and place a small, 
fresh fish several feel out from the bait and attached 
to the log. then add a few drops of mink lure nr scent 
just beyond the bait and conceal trap on log between 
bait and lure and stream bank. 2. Place a plank nr log 
that will float in water near good muskrat territory 
and wire or anchor it. to brush, trees or by staking so 
it will not float away, then cut out a notch and place 
trap about the middle or the log and on each side nr the 
trap place a few roots of marsh vegetation and a little 
muskrat lure. 3. .Skunks may be drowned without their 
emitting odor. 4. Yes, particularly the long spring model.' 

5. Cut a hole through the ice and by sticking in pidnted 
sticks, make a V shaped bait pen. then place a half of 
an apple that has been soaked in muskrat lure in the 
small end and set trap on the bottom of the entrance. 

6. Very good. 7. A shotgun, preferably 10 or 12 
gauge. The smaller gauges such as 16 and 20 will 
shoot as far and as hard, but carry less shot. 


Question — Could a young trapper with little experience 
make enough money by trapping to buy food and 
equipment? 2. Is there any chance of forming a partner- 
ship with an experienced trapper? 3. I have in mind 
Canada. Minnesota or Maine, and would like to know 
which of the three you consider best for me to consider? 
— C. W.. Mich. 

Answer — If you are willing to content yourself in the 
beginning by trapping muskrats, skunk, weasel and the 
other easily caught furs until you have gained experience 
on such elusive animals as fox. wolf, otter, etc., you 
can do very well, if you are willing to run long trap- 
lines and work hard. 2. Possibly, however my advice 
would be to form a partnership with a person about 
your own age and with the same experience, then gel 
some good books to help you and learn the rest by 
observation and experience. 3. Y'nu live in a very good 
state for trapping and that is where you should trap 
until you become thoroughly experienced. 

Question — What would be a good set for fox where 
there are no regular "runs"? — D. V.. Mich. 

Answer — The "dirt hole" set will prove one of the 
best sets and is made by digging a small hole in the 
ground in imitation of such a hole dug by a fox 
when burying a piece of meat it did not desire to eat at 
the time, then burying a small piece of tainted flesh 
in the hole and pouring a few drops of good fox lure 
on the edge of the hole, concealing the trap in front 
of the hole which should be dug on a slant and in the 
dirt dug from the hole, fastening the trap by driving 
a slake down into the ground out of sight. 



FISHERMAN SCENTED BAIT 

Every Cat fisherman knows that catfish bait is twice as good when SCENTED and preserved 
the way mine is. I have taken plenty of catfish out of the Kanawha, Ohio, and the 
Mississippi and from many Gulf ports on this bait. It will take Blue or Channel Catfish, 
Mud Cats and Bull Heads. Put up in right size chunks — it stays on the hook — comes in half 
pint jars, $1 jar, 3 for $2.50, 7 for $5. 

Carp Bait scented just right. Catch them by the boat load. It is lots of fun to 
hook old lunkers. A half pint jar will make a lot of baits. $1 jar, 3 for $2.50, 

7 for $5- 

Fish Scent to make your own scent bait. No 1 for catfish and bull heads; No. 2 
for carp and other sniffy fish, $1 bottle, 3 for $2.50, 7 for $5. 

Scent Ingredients for all fish lures, $1 the ox. Just state what is wanted when 
ordering. Lure base, 4 ozs. $1. 

Send all orders to 

O. L. BUTCHER, SHUSHAN, N. Y. 




BASS BUGS STREAMERS DRY FLIES NYMPHS 

NOW ANYONE CAN MAKE THEM 

whh Lee Wulffs FORM-A-LURE KIT 

PATENT PENDING 

NO VISE! NO THREAD! NO TYING! 

At long last every fisherman can make his own lures at home or right on the 
lake or stream. This NEW material is easy to handle, will not stick to the 
fingers, requires no heat, mixing or special solvents. FORM-A-LURE can be 
moulded into any desired shape and will hold permanently any feather, buck- 
tail or other lure material inbedded in it. The KIT contains plastic mate- 
rials for 500 bass bugs or 3000 nymphs or flies, also 40 hooks and an assort- 
ment of bucktail and feathers in five colors. Full instructions included. Satis- 
faction guaranteed or money back. Postpaid. $5.50. 

THE FORM-A-LURE CO. BOX F SHUSHAN. N. Y. 


ATO-MAC INSTANTANEOUS LIGHTER 

for permanent installaiton in gas lanterns and stoves 

Puts The Spark Where The Gas Comes Out! 

No broxen mantles with this exclusive new lighter. Attached 
rigidly inside of globe. No uncertain long-distance "throwing" 
of sparks from outside the globe. No necessity of dangerously 
filling globe with gas. Instantly lights at first 
appearance of gas by hot sparks projected from 
flint near mantle. Just an easy roll of the 
thumb assures lighting in wind or rain. Easy to 
install. No holes to drill. Foolproof — can't get 
damaged, wet or dirty. 

Tested and approved by national testing labor- 
atory. Fits single or double mantle lanterns, 
two-burner and C. I. stoves. Uses standard size 
flints. Order now. Be sure to state type of 
lamp or stove you have. Satisfaction guaranteed. 

WHYTE FLY TACKLE CO. 

1171 A E. 12th ST. CLEVELAND 14, OHIO 


See the Sparks 
at the Mantle 
inside the 
Globe. 


Only Pat. 

$1.25 'To'. 1 "' 


DE LUX MINNO 



Designed for minno-like action that walleyes 
and northern pike can't resist! At your 
favorite sporting store or write direct. 

• Copperplated, 90c. 

• Chromeplated, $1.00. 

With weediess hooks, 10c extra. 

“Best If' alleye Bait I Have Ever Used ” 
6ays John E. Schwartz 

DE LUX BAIT COMPANY 

Box-155, Lannon, Wis. 


Save-the- 
Redwoods 

Tallest of all trees — many 
350 feet high. 2,000 years 
old now in the path of 
lumbering operations. In- 
teresting illustrated pam- 
phlets free with Annual membership, dues $2; 
Contributing membership, dues $10. Send to 
Aubrey Drury, Administrative Secretary. 

Save-the-Redwoods League 

114 Sansome St., San Francisco 4, California 
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Classified Advertising Department 

This department is especially for subscribers and regular readers and the price is very low — 
10 cents a word. No advertisement, however, inserted for less than $1.00. Name and address 
must be given and are part of the advertisement, as those with street or box number only are 
not accepted. Copy and remittance must be received not later than the 1st of preceding month. 

Each month FUR-FISH-GAME (Harding's Magazine) reaches readers in every state in the 
United States, Alaska and Mexico, also every Canadian Province as well as readers in Foreign 
Countries. If interested in buying or selling Fur and Game Animals; Birds; Dogs : Guns; Traps; 
Scent; Haw Furs: Boats; Fishing Tackle: Hunters’. Trappers', Fur Raisers' Supplies, Etc., there 
is no better way than through a classified ad in FUR-FISH-GAME. 


Animals and Birds 


Miscellaneous Birds 

Ringneck Pheasants, 5 or 5,000. Eggs in May, 
Chix in June. 20 years of large scale pheasant 
production. MacFarlane Pheasant Farm, Janes* 

ville, Wi s. (6) 

Royal Purple Guinea Eggs, $2.50 setting. Also 
mixed Guinea eggs, same price. Arthur E. 

Peters on, R-l, Box-110, Re d Wing, Minn. 

Pheasant Eggs — Ringneck, Mutant White. 15 
for $2.25. Hackenberg Game Farm. Mound- 

ridge 3, Kans, 

Pheasants — White Reeves ringneck eggs and 
stock. Write for folder and prices today. Good 
Luck Pheasantry, 1404 Fletcher, Anderson. Ind. 
Ringneck Pheasants. Eggs, chicks and mature 
birds. Bobwhite quail. Prices upon request. 
Diamond State Game F arm, Greenwood , Del. 

Pit Games Chickens, 3 breeds, no better. Harry 

Prouty, New Con co rd, O hio. 

Mallard hatching eggs and started ducklings. 
H. J. Lonergan. Je fferso n, Ma ss. 

Chinchillas 

Chinchillas (not rabbits) pedigreed pairs. Write 
Sherwood Chinchilla Ranch, Box-3612, Cleve- 
land 19, Ohio for information, or enclose 85c 
for booklet, "Placing Your Chips On Chin- 
chillas/' (®2 

Clear, Pearl Blue Chinchillas with high re- 
production average. Young and adults for 
sale at lowest possible prices. Visitors ac- 
cepted only by appointment. Lilac Chinchilla 

Ranch, 496 Leroy St., Johnst o wn, Pa. 

Chinchillas most valuable furbearer in the 
world. Breeding stock available. Book on 
Chinchilla Raising, price $1.50. Write or visit. 
Ludwig Acres Chinchillas, Box-7, Mohnton , Pa. 
Registered Chinchilla breeding stock available. 

Tops in quality at reasonable prices. Western 
Chinchilla Farms. 2645 Harris St., Eureka, 
Calif. (7) 

Chinchillas available. Choice young proven 
breeders with outstanding pedigrees. Priced 
reasonably. Write LaRue Sitterly, 133 W. 

Union St., Newark. New York. 

Chinchilla Breeding Stock. Pedigreed and fur 
scored by nationally recognized fur judges 
plus organization benefits. Etter’s Chinchilla 

Ranch, Washington, 111 . ( 8 ) 

5c Day buys $1,000 Chinchillas. Complete book- 
let, $1. Montana Fur Farms, Billings, Mont. 

(6) 

Chinchillas. Quality breeding stock at reasonable 
prices. Garner’s Chinchilla Ranch, 1407 West 

Alaska St., Denver, C olo. (7) 

Genuine South American Chinchillas. Regis- 
tered stock. Blue Blood Chinchillas, New 
Knoxville 1, Ohio. 


For Sale — Four male Chinchillas, re 
or will trade several males for a 
Michael Susko, Dunlo, Pa. 

asonable 

female. 

Chinchillas Wanted — High scored. Andrew 
Knapp, 351 Prospect St., Binghamton, N. Y. 

Foxes 


Red Fox Pups. April-May delivery. 
Animal Ranch, Burlington, Wis. 

Charone 

Booking Orders for old and young grey foxes. 
W. S. Hodgen, Campbellsville, Ky. 


Hamsters 


Golden Hamsters can be raised for profit. Thou- 
sands are sold every week for breeders, pets 
and laboratories. Require small space. F'ree 
Hamster information and pen plans, or send 
$1 for Gales Hamster Manual. Standard breed- 
ing stock pairs, $3.75 ; trios $6 : sets $8.25. 
Pern's Hamstery, 3010-10th Ave. N., St. Peters- 

burg 6, Fla. 

Golden Hamsters. The new wonder animals 
from Syria. Delightful pets. Thousands 
needed by laboratories. Clean, odorless. Can 
be raised anywhere. Most prolific. Make money, 
get started now. Write today for big flee pic- 
ture book. Full of success stories of breeders 
throughout the country. Gulf Hamstery. 1520 

Basil. Mobil e, A la. (2- ’50) 

Let Our Golden Hamsters earn you a steady 
income. Wonderful pets, good laboratory' mar- 
ket. easily raised. Booklet on how to raise 
with each order. Two females, one male. $5 

Yentes Hamstery. Morton, 111. (10) 

Find Out all about Hamsters before you buy. 

Send 50c for literature. Hamster Nursery. 

423 Dexter St. Clay Center, Kans. (6) 


Selected Hamsters for large litters. $5 pair 
with literature. Book, "Hamsters for Pleas- 
ure or Profit," $1. J. M. Graber, Happy Valley 

F ur Farm, Greenw ich, Conn. 

Hamsters Excellent breeding stock. $4 pair. 

Money back guarantee. Complete instruction 
book, 35c. Jim's Hamstery, 113 N. Grimes. 
Middletown. Ohio. 


Marten 


Marten For Sale — Get started in marten, Ameri- 
ca's most beautiful furbearer. Ranch raised 
breeding stock. Booklet, "Marten Ranching," 
$1.50. Western Canada Fur Farm, Busby, Al- 
berta, Canada. (6) 

Mink 

Mink Raising — A book that will be of value to 
beginners as well as present raisers. Con- 
tains 224 pages, 17 chapters, 37 illustrations, 
cloth bound. Better order your copy today as 
the book is selling fast. Price $1.50 postpaid. 
With year's subscription to FUR-FISH-GAME, 
only $2.50. FUR-FISH-GAME, 174 East Long 

St., Columbus, Ohio. 

Mink from Internationally famous pelt and 
show strains. Platinums, Stewart Platinums, 
Pastels, Breath of Spring Pastels, Kobucks 
(Two-Tone), Naturals and hybrids at very 
reasonable prices. Guaranteed. Inspection al- 
lowed. Bierman Mink Farm, Pierson, Iowa. (7) 
Finest Mink. Pastels $40, Hybrid Pastels $25, 
Platinums $18, Hybrid Platinums $15, Yukon 
darks $15, Silver Sables 95% white $12. Special 
price on Breath of Springs and Snowhites. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. Phone 90. Oklee Mink 

Ranch. Oklee, Minn. 

Offering 1600 Yukon and Mutations, Platinums, 
Pastels, Arties, Aleutians, Steel Blus, Sables, 
Two Tone. Naturlals and Hybrids at pelt prices 
for immediate delivery. A. Lortis, Waseca, 

Minn. 

Mink and bred females. Yukons, Platinums, 
Snowhites, Pastels. Unconditionally guar- 
anteed. Complete literature and pen plans free. 
Lake Superior Mink Farm, Superior E.E., Wis. 

(6) 

Mink — Finest quality breeding stock. Platinum 
Breath of Spring Platinum and Natural 
darks. Write or visit. Burnt Hills Fur Farm, 
Burnt Hills, N. Y. Address R-l, Ballston, 

Lake. (10) 

Approximately 350 good quality mink, seven 
room modern house, 500 cages, 10 ton freezer, 
3 ton horse meat, etc. $10,500. Gene Silbaugh, 

R-3, Milton Jet., Wis. 

Will Trade Mutation mink. 500 to choose from. 

Want high powered rifle, movie camera or 
movie projector. Clyde C. Liptak, R-2, Ali- 

quippa. Pa, 

Bred Females. Will guarantee an average of 
4 kits. April delivery. Males and females, 
proven, at pelting prices. Lakeside Fur Farm, 

Valmeyer, 111. 

Mink Of Extreme Size, priced right. You can 
stay in business with these mink. Mutations 
and darks. Morris L. Clark, Woodbury, Conn. 

(7) 

Quality Bred Mink with possible 4 or more 
young. Priced reasonable. Free literature. 
Jelinek Mink Ranch. R-l, Chicago Height s. 111. 
500 Bred Female Mink. Yukons. Platinums, 
Pastels, Hybrids. Sables and Two Tones. 
Guaranteed bred. A. I.ortis, Waseca, Minn. 

Nutria 


Nutria breeding stock for sale. Ching-Gwak 
Nutria Ranch, William Stacey, Owner. Flor- 

ence, Wis. 

Nutria — Fine breeders, immediate delivery. A. 

W. Stevens. R-l, Rensselaer, N. Y. ( 6) 
Nutria Breeders. Finest stock, write for infor- 
mation. W. E. Irish. Riffe, Wash. (10) 

Rabbits 

Raise Rabbits. Four pound fryers in eight 
weeks. Ready market for meat-wool-fur. Il- 
lustrated book, describing leading breeds. 
Housing, breeding. feeding, marketing. _ By 
America's largest Rabbit Ass’n. 10c. American 
Assn.. 15 AR&CBA Bldg.. Pittsburgh 17. Pa. 

: (6 1 

Grinstead's Famous Angoras! Giant Chinchillas! 

World’s most profitable rabbits. Finest pedi- 
greed, heavy producing, prize winners. Litera- 
ture free. Grinsteads. Edwards ville, 111. (9) 

$2,500 yearly raising Angoras, year round 

market. Rise's. 1065 Shryer. St. Paul 8, 

Minn. 


Angora Rabbits, dense wool, eligible for regis- 
tration. Bred does $8.50, bucks $5, trio $20. 
Does with 6 babies, 3 weeks old, $15. Mimeo- 
graphed literature on feeding, breeding, hous- 
ing, clipping and marketing wool, castrating 
bucks, 50c. Grooming brushes, 75c. P. N. 
Sigmond, Kensett, Iowa. 

Raising Rabbits, Cavies, Hamsters, Chinchillas 
is profitable. Big demand. Instruction book 
and magazine, 25c. Book and magazine 
(monthly) one year, $1. Small Stock Farmer, 

Fairlawn 3, N- J. 

$100 Monthly. Raise Angora rabbits in backyard 
easy way. Wool $9 pound. Plenty cash mar- 
kets. Details free. White's Rabbitry, Newark, 

Ohio. (9) 

Independence with Angoras. We furnish mar- 
kets for young and wool. Get our deal. 
The Iowa Angoras Association, 1215 34th N. E., 

Cedar Rapids. Iowa. 

Brays Ointment for all rabbits with ear canker. 
One size, $1 postpaid. Buy it now. Brays. 

Box-135, Middletown, O hio. (_7_) 

Rabbit Raisers — We pay premium prices for 
tame rabbit skins. Kunkle Fur & Hide Co., 

Clinton, Ohio. (10) 

Standard Rabbit Journal, B-241-2, Milton, Pa. 

Year $1, sample dime. 

Angoras — Bred Senior English does, $6. Everett 

Gott, Enfield. 111. 

Sanford’s Super Rabbits. Write for prices. Wil- 

liam Sandford, Georgetown, Ky. 

White Rabbits. Bred does. $6 each. F. W. Lacey, 
Dry Fork, Va. 

Raccoon 


Raccoon Cubs from dark stock. Ready for May 
delivery, $5 each. Bill Fenley, Greensburg, 
Ind. 

Miscellaneous Animals 

Monkeys, Raccoon, Skunks, Squirrels, Owls, 
Zoological animals. Peafowl, pheasants, quail, 
waterfowl. Charone Wild Animal Ranch, Bur- 
lington. Wis. 

For Sale — Guinea pigs, 14 oz., from healthy 
stock. $1.20 each. Steve Jelinek, R-l, Box- 

738, Chicago Heights. 111. 

Spring Delivery on red fox pups, mink kits, 
ferrets, 'coon cubs fitch, arctic white and 
blue fox pups. L. C. Ruby, New Sharon. Iowa. 
For Sale — Three kinds of chipmunks. Common 
striped $4 pair. Rock $5 pair. Goldenhead $6 
pair. Geo. O. Moon, Box-192, Klickitat, Wash. 

Animals Wanted 

Wanted — Live animals of all kinds. State price 
wanted and describe. Charone Ranch, Burling- 
ton, Wis. 

Wanted -Northern grey wolf cub. male. State 
price wanted. Stanley Cotton, 2588 Jefferson 
St., Gary, Ind. 

Bee Hunting & Methods 

Bee Hunting — Explains methods of hunting wild 
and runaway bees. 80 pages, 16 chapters. 
Price postpaid 35c. FUR-FISH-GAME, 174 E. 
Long St., Columbus, Ohio. 

“Books - Magazines” 

Trade and Class magazines. Keep posted. Lat- 
est single copies. Over 1000 covering every 
trade, business and interest. Price list free. 
Commercial Engraving Publishing Co., 34F 

North Ritter. Indianapolis 19, Ind, 

Send 25c Coin for list Fur Farming books 
and magazines and one copy of a popular 
fur farming magazine. Fur Farms Pub. Co., 
220 Genessee St., Utica, N. Y. (10) 

Decoys — Duck Calls 

Wing Flapping Decoys. Ducks, owls, crows. 

Write Reynels Decoy Factory, Forest Park. 
Illinois. (l-'SO) 

Dog* 

Airedales 

Oorang Airedales, the all-round dogs are ideal 
pets, companions and protectors for city or 
country homes. Excellent hunters that trail, 
tree and retrieve from land or water. Healthy, 
registered pups, $35 up. Trained dogs, $150 
up. Shipped on approval with safe delivery 
guaranteed. Sold by mail or advance ap- 
pointment only. Write for particulars. Sports- 

men's Service, Dept. V, LaRue, Ohio. 

Registered Airedales for hunters, watchdogs and 
companions. Choice, healthy puppies shipped 
on approval with satisfaction, safe delivery 
guaranteed. Lawrence Gartner, Crestline. Ohio. 

(7) 

Airedales Selling out, stud, age 4. "Mighty 
Mitch of Merzhill," great Airedale. Proven 
females, 3 years. Three choice pups. All A.K.C. 
registered. Mart Bright, R-4, Ashland . Ohio. 

Beagles a nd Bassets 

Beagles — Choice pups, born Oct. 19 from A-l 
gun dogs. Leonard Niess, Coope rsburg, Pa. 
Beagles, 'Coon, Foxhounds. Puppies. M. Bau- 
blitz, R-3, Spring Grove, Pa. (8) 


Harding’s Magazine 

Bassets. Keen scented hunters. Dime brings 
pictures, folder and price list. Smiths Ken- 
nels, Spring Valley, Ohio. 

Beagles, broken, trial. Choice puppies, also rab- 
bit hounds. Guy Werner, Seven Valleys, Pa. 

( 12 ) 

Beagles — Thoroughly broken, also starters and 
pups. Nice marked beauties, cheap. Trial. 

Wilson Hamme, Seven Valleys. Pa. (7) 

Beagles — Registered and unregistered. Choice 
pups and starters. Broken dogs on trial. C. 
A. Krout & W. Sipe, Seven Valleys, Pa. (9) 
Registered hunting beagles, ail ages, bred fe- 

males. Shipman's, Warsaw, Ind. 

Belbay, Reg. A. K. C. Bassets. Champion bred. 
Leslie Kelly, New Alexandria, Pa. (9) 

Coonhounds 

Ozark Hounds -Straight cooners, $125. Com- 
bination cooners, $75. Foxhounds, males $50, 
females $40. Deer hounds, $40. Squirrel dogs, 
$25. Partly started coonhounds, $40. Rabbit 
hounds, males $40, females $35. Several bird 
dogs. I'm ex-agent for Frisco railroad here in 
the Ozarks, can get any kind of dog you wish. 
Greyhounds and Staghounds, large husky year- 
lings, $40. D. L. Rogers, Wyandotte. Okla. 
Hunting Dogs — This book describes in a prac- 
tical manner the training, handling, breeding, 
care and treatment, also types best adapted 
for night hunting as well as gun dogs for 
daylight sport. 251 pages, 45 illustrations. 26 
chapters, clothbound. Price $1.10, or book and 
a year's subscription to FUR-FISH-GAME for 
only $2.25. FUR-FISH-GAME, 174 E. Long St., 
Columbus 15. Ohio. 

For Sale Registered Black & Tans, 4 genera- 
tions. Purple Ribbon bred, no in or line 
breeding. Pups. Weaned, wormed, vaccinated. 
Extra black, trim build, speedy type from 
real game getters. Roy Harkins, R-3, Sayre, 

Okla. . I?) 

’Coonhounds. Redbones starting to trail, 8 
months old, pure breeding, no papers, three 
generation tree dogs, $35. One litter registered 
Oorang Airedale pups, parents good tree and 
'coon dogs, $25. Fre d Klett, LaValle, Wis. 
Straight Cooners, $125. Combination hounds, 
$75. Foxhounds, $40. Squirrel dogs. $25. Well 
started coon hounds, $40. Rabbit hounds, $20. 
10 days’ trial. Pets $10. Virgil Hendrix, Selig- 

man. Mo. HU 

For Sale — Coonhounds. combination hounds. 

Beagles and large rabbit hounds. Trial. Lit- 
erature free. You have to be satisfied or no 
sale. Sewickley Creek Kennels, R-l, Sewickley, 

P*: (0) 

’Coonhounds $125 and $150 each. Combination 
hounds $75 and $100 each. Started two year 
olds, $50 each, fair trial. Bland Pittman, Ida- 

bel, Okla. 

America's Finest registered long-eared Black & 
Tan coonhound pups. William Dodge, D-40, 

Caledonia, Mich. ( 6 ) 

Trained Coonhounds, A-l trial. Registered Blue- 
tick pups, $25-$35-$50. Daryl Hunter, Lees 

Creek, Ohio. 

Registered English Coonhounds from hunting 
hounds that get the job done. Frank W. Ire- 

land, R-4, Niles, Mich. (7)^ 

Registered Redbone and Blacktan pups. Parents 
A-l cooners. Illustrated folder 25c. W. B. 

Frisbee, R-l, Clarence. Mo. (7) 

Coon Dogs for sale, nice young dogs for $25 
each. Also pups for sale. These are not ken- 

nel dogs. Earl Land. Liberty, Ky. (9J|^ 

’Coon Dogs. Trained and well started young 
dogs, trial. Reasonably priced. Oscar Wiley, 
Jr., Marshallville, Ohio. 

Hunting Hounds, priced low for 90 days. Trial, 
free catalog. Taylor Ridge Hound Farms, 
Bloomfield, Ind. (7) 

Two Pair outstanding 'coonhounds. also young- 
sters. Oscor Proc tor, Ethel, Miss. 

For Sale — Coon dog, wide hunter. Squirrel dogs 
cheap. J, T. Prince, Holladay, Tenn. 

Foxhounds 

For Sale — High class Walker foxhounds. They 
are good lookers, good hunters, trailers and 
runners with good mouths and plenty of fox 
driving sense. Prices reasonable. Lucian Imes, 

Almo, Ky. 

Foxhounds. Walkers, Triggs, Julys, Goodmans. 

Pups $10 up. Trained dogs, $25 up. Thirty 
days trial. Wade Davisson , Wilsonburg, W. Va. 
Male-Walker Foxhound, 7 months, $25. Donald 

Trundy, Hebron, Maine. 

Foxhounds. Trained. Trial. Young dogs. John 

Herbert, Bentley Springs, Md. (9) 

Huskies 

Registered Huskies. Send 25c for pictures. 

Pups $50. Breeding and trained dogs, sleds, 
and harness, Lowell Fields, Fairfield. Idaho. (8) 
Arctic Husky Pups, registered. Ready to ship. 
Brookside Kennels, Newbury, Vt. (7) 

Pointers — Setters 


Golden Retriever Pups and young dogs usually 
available. Harry Barstow, Mondovi, Wis. (6) 


Offering My Pair of English Setters, both 
proven hunters and both registered with 
papers. Dam’s first litter, 6 males and 2 fe- 
males. Dam black and white with ticks, brown 
muzzle. Sire lemon and white. Dam three years 
old, sire 4 years old. Arthur J. Toffey, R-2, 

Salem. N. Y. 

Irish Setter, 3 years, male, lays crippled birds - 
at your feet, $50. Mart Bright, R-4, Ash- 
land, Ohio. 

Attention Sportsmen -Send me your bird dogs 
for training. Grouse, pheasant, quail. A. E. 
Seidel, Danville, Pa. 

Registered Pointer female, whelped April 1946, 
partly trained, finest breeding. James Miller, 
New Columbia, P a. 

Spaniels 

Champion Registered American Water Spaniels, 
Dachshunds, Springers. Grown dogs and pups. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. Brogden, Rush Lake, 

Wis. (6-’49> 

English, American Cockers. Closing out 30 
high class pups and breeders. Some bred, 
low as $25 AKC papered. Shipped on approval. 
Write today. Furcht Kennels, Gooding, Idaho. 

Miscellaneous Dogs 

Norwegian Elkhounds. Ideal bear, 'coon or 
cougar hounds. Best of watch dogs or com- 
panions. Puppies from high class registered 
strains now available. Envilla Ranch, Havre, 

Mont. 

’Coonhounds. 'Coon, combination, squirrel and 
rabbit hounds. Guaranteed satisfaction. Ten 
days trial. Reference furnished in your State. 

Bill Young, R-4, Booneville, Ark, (7) 

For Sale — English Shepherds and Scotch Collie 
pups. Guaranteed heelers. Males $12.50, fe- 
males $7.50. Lloyd Thalheim, Long Island. 

Kans. (15) 

Fox, ’Coon, Rabbithound pups. White, Black 
& Tan, longeared. $10. Keystone Farms, Rich- 

field. Pa. 

Noted Southwest Bear. 'Cat, Cougar hounds. 
Casey Jones. Licensed Guide, Deming, N. 

Mex. 

Miniature Schnauzers, very intelligent. Beauti- 
ful puppies. Champion stock. Jonaire Kennels, 
24 Windsor, P. O. Box-145, Rochester. N. Y. (8) 
Chesapeakes — Eligible for A.K.C. registration. 

Price $30. either sex. Peter Mrozek, New 
Buffalo. Mich. 

For Sale — Coon, Fox, Rabbit hounds. Spaniels 
and pups. C. E. Chandler, Sharon Center, 

Ohio, (12) 

Outstanding White Collies, Sable and White 
Collies, Dalmatians, Rat Terriers. Eligible 

A. K.C. Regal Kenn els. Nevada, Ohio. (9^ 

For Sale — Registered Chesapeake stud dog, also 

one registered Chesapeake female well broken. 
Claus D aniels, Clear Lake, Iowa. 

Boston Terrier puppies. Classy. A.K.C. reg- 
istered. Champion bloodlines. Mrs. Doel Hal- 
verson, Dodgevill e, Wis 

For Sale pups. Newfoundland, St. Bernard. 
Stud service. Mrs. Clyde Foust, 1524 E. 5th, 

Lima, Ohio. 

Cheap. 'Coon, fox, rabbit hounds. Pups $15. 

Maurice Adrian, Eagle La k e, M inn. 

Mink and ’coonhounds with good past record. 

Art Roloff, Lewisville, Minn. (11) 

For Sale — Collie Shepherd pups. Laurence Gon- 
nering, R-2, Kaukauna, Wis. 

Registered long eared Black & Tan fox and 

coonhound pu ps. Royce Coon, Ghent, N. Y. 

For Sale — St. Bernard pups and grown dogs. 
Registered. Jack Thor n, Livermore, la. (7-'49| 

Dogs Wanted 

Wanted — Straight 'cooner. Good hunter, open 
trailer, cross river, true at tree. Prefer fe- 
male, price reasonable. O. B. Kincaid, 2834 
Hoover, Dayton 70, Ohio. 

Want To Buy several real 'coonhounds. Must 
be guaranteed and priced reasonably. W. 

B. Clark, NewCanton, Va. 


Fishing Supplies 

Fishermen — A new bait container protecting 
your valuable night crawlers, worms and 
other baits from the ravages of extreme heat 
is being manufactured by one who has handled 
worms for the past 10 years. Size 9" x 
x 16^6", incorporated, cooling unit enclosed, 
double Celotex insulation, metal bound, suffi- 
cient sphagnum moss, instructions on care and 
use. Tested and proven to be a worm saver by 
fishermen during year of 1948. Introductory 
offer $2.95, F.O.B. Mt. Clemens. Money back if 
not completely satisfied. Order direct from 
this ad. Exclusive dealer territory granted. 
Groesbeck Worm Farm, R-5, Box-227, Mt. 

Clemens, Mich. (8) 

Market Fisherman’s Secret. Catch game fish, 
panfish, carp, catfish, etc. on bare hooks with- 
out bait. . Every detail explained. Secret $1. 
Seminole Indian Hook Secret. Slightest nibble 
means a catch. Never misses. Secret $1. With 
two sample hooks, $2. R. A. Jenkins, P.O. 
Box-42, St. Louis 3. Mo. (6) 
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Fishermen — Catch fish when all others fail. The 
old Fishermans Guide book, latest edition is 
full of real information and suggestions for the 
old timer as well as the beginner. Over 85 
bait and bait recipes, best ever discovered and 
easily prepared. For all kinds of fish. Over 
600 other hints, tips, lures, recipes and secrets 
of great value, worm culture, gun bluing, 
catching turtles, secret of catching fish and 
how to attract them. Book now $1, or 3 for $2. 
Liquid electrical Fish Lure has a powerful 
scent, attracts fish for quite a distance, makes 
them bite like hungry wolves, $1 per bottle, 
3 for $2. If your dealer hasn't it, order direct. 
Postpaid. No COD. Linder’s Store, Dept. G, 
Delphos, Ohio. 


Ontario Lake Trout — Ixig Cabins — Fishermen, 
our Lake Simcoe, May and June trout fish- 
ing is second to none. Our spring streams yield 
fine Speckled Trout. Our launches, skiffs and 
guides are seaworthy and competent. For res- 
ervations write Smith's Boating & Guiding 
Service. Barrie, Ontario. Accommodation can 
be had one mile from fishing grounds. These 
log cabins are complete with showers and 
modern conveniences. For reservations write 
Gilmore's Pine Grove Log Cabins, Box-232, 
Barrie, Ont., Can. (Barrie is 57 miles north 
of Toronto I . 


Fishermen — Special offer. Five lures for $1. Mail 
us five lures (casting-trolling) telling us size, 
type, lures desired in exchange, and for what 
type fishing. We will promptly return you same 
number lures in A-l condition fitting your re- 
quest. All different if desired. Your satisfac- 
tion guaranteed. Send $1 or pay postman $1 
plus few cents postage on delivery. All lures 
must be in reasonably good usable condition. 
Only 20c each additional lure over 5. Twin 
Cities Fishing Exchange, 4320 12 Ave So, Min- 
neapolis. Minn 

Split Bamboo Rod Sticks for two-piece fly 
rods and spinning rods. Special one-piece 
% and % oz. tournament sticks. Casting and 
trolling rod sticks. All sticks made of genuine 
long seasoned and tempered Tonkin Cane. We 
guarantee the tapers are designed and work 
personally supervised by Earnest "Sib” Liotta, 
Jr., six times National All-Round Bait and Fly 
Casting Champion. Rodmaking supplies. Write 
for particulars. Cleveland Bait Mf". Co., 12708 
Superior Ave., Ea st Cleveland, Ohio. (6) 

Nylon Leaders, Material, Coils, Tapered Nylon 
Leaders: Color, clear or mist; sizes Ox, lx. 
2x, 3x, 4x or 5x, 9 ft. length 25c each ; any 
five for $1. 7% ft. length, 23c each, any six for 
$1.10. 6 ft. length, 20c each, any six for $1. 

Tippets Nylon : 40 inch only. Color, clear or 
mist, above sizes, 25c dozen, any five dozen $1. 
Coils, Nylon : 4 lb., 6 lb., or 8 lb., clear only, 
10 yd. 15c, any four coils 50c, 100 yd. coil $1. 
All postpaid. Free Nylon List. Claymac Sport- 

ing Goods. Box-379T X, Bay City. Mich. (7) 

Service Stations and Tackle Dealers, send $3.60 
for 3 dozen Fishing Calendars including dis- 
play stand. They bring you $9 and you begin 
sharing fifty-fifty on all large or small repeat 
orders that we receive from your customers. A 
perfected and profitable sales plan for you. 
Send order or ask for sample and explanation 
of this plan. Reuben Usher, 726 N. Hampton. 

Dallas, Texas. (8) 

Fishermen — Protect your prize reels from damp- 
ness and rust with a beautiful Chamois 
bag, a small chamois for drying and polishing 
included. Size 5 x 8, 75c ; 7 x 9. $1 ; 8 x 10. 
$1.25 ; 9 x 11, $1.50. Send check or money 
order to Chas. H. Drueding, 4 Huntington Rd.. 

Abington, Pa. 

Science of Fishing — A splendid book for those 
who have caught as well as those who never 
have; 285 pages. 32 chapters, 100 illustrations, 
cloth bound. Price postpaid, $1.10 or with a 
year's subscription only $2.25. FUR-FISH- 
GAME, 174 E. Long St., Columbus. Ohio. 
Don't Go Without Em! Sure-Bite Golden Grubs. 

Natural unsurpassed fishbait. They're tops! 
Keep weeks. Special 200 postpaid. $1. Sure-Bite 
Live Bait. 22536 Halldale, Torrance 5, Calif. 

Distributors wanted. (6) 

Fishermen ! Flies custom tied for the discrimina- 
ting fisherman. Any pattern. Also complete 
line of Masland jackets. Rods and reels. Write 
for circulars and information. Vivian M. Dyce, 

Cairo. N. Y. (6 ) 

“Clampon” rod or pole holder. Holds rod or 
pole any position. Clamps any thickness up 
to 2 Va inches. $5.50 each or two for $10. Fish- 
hobby, 2610 Hemlock Way, South Bend 17, 

Ind. (6) 

Catch Catfish with Big Strike. Mail $1 for your 
special, brand new, generous supply of Big 
Strike. Famous bait for Catfish only. Blood 
Worm Bait Co., Center Street Road, Marshall- 
town, Iowa. (7) 

Outboard Motors, sales and trades. New Martin 
and Lauson motors, Grumman Aluminum 
canoes. Will consider guns, war relics as part 
payment. Stamp please. Griffins Livery, Long 
Lake, N. Y. (8) 

Catfisherman’s Bible. Copyrighted original Cat- 
fisherman's Guide. Seventy (70) catfish bait 
recipes, formulas and secrets. Complete, $1.00 
postpaid. Laurence Barcus-A, Terre Haute, 
Ind. (6) 


68 


Fur - Fish - Game 


Additional Handy-Mail Coupons 

Pick out the catalog you want, fill in your 
name and address and paste on a penny post- 
card. Mail coupons direct to advertiser. 

Guns, Scopes, Etc. 

Francis Bannerman Sons 

501 Broadway, New York 12, N. Y. 

Gentlemen : I am enclosing 10c for your cir- 
cular per your ad in the May issue of FFG. 


City & State. .. — 

E. C. Bishop & Son, Inc. 

Warsaw, Mo. 

Gentlemen : Please send your free catalog as 
advertised in the May issue of FFG. 




Frank A. Hoppe, Inc. 

2325 N. 8th St.. Phila. 33. Pa. 

Gentlemen : Please send me your “Gun Clean- 
ing Guide” per your ad in the May issue of 
FFG. 




Hudson Sporting Goods Co. 

T52 Warren St.. New York 7. N. Y. 

Gentlemen : I am enclosing a 3c stamp for 
your Gun List as advertised in the May issue 
of FFG. 




Lyman Gun Sight Corp. 

Middiefield, Conn. 

Gentlemen : Please send me your Alaskan 
Folder as advertised in the May issue of FFG. 

'dd-»?s 



Marble Arms & Mfg. Co. 

524 Delta Ave., Gladstone, Mich. 

Gentlemen : Please send me your free cata- 
log as advertised in the May issue of FFG. 




The Mill Rose Co. 

1985 E. 59th St., Cleveland 3, Ohio 
Gentlemen: Please send me your booklet as 
advertised in the May issue of FFG. 

Addre 



New Method Mfg. Co., Box F28 
New Method Bldg., Bradford, Pa. 

Gentlemen : Please send me your circular as 
advertised in the May issue of FFG. 




W. R. Weaver Co. 

Dept. 7, El Paso. Texas 

Gentlemen : Please send me your folder on 
scopes as advertised in the May issue of FFG. 





The Complete Natural Bait Guide, copyrighted. 

Hundreds of natural bait secrets for every 
kind of fresh water game fish, panfish, catfish, 
bullheads, carp, buffalo, sheepshead, redhorse, 
eels, turtles, etc. Many never-fail catfish and 
carp bait recipes and other bait recipes, tricks 
and secrets, SI postpaid. R. A. ‘‘Doe" Jenkins, 
(•Licensed Guide), Box-42, St. Louis 3, Mo. 

(12) 

Fish Worms raised easily by our simple method, 
avoid costly mistakes, profit by our years of 
experience. Supply bait dealers, fishing camps. 
Profitable business at small cost. Complete book 
of instructions, $1. Literature free. 200 mature 
worms, $1 ; 500-$2.25 ; 1000-34 : 5C00-S17.50 post- 
paid. Hughes Worm Ranch, Savannah, Tenn. 

|i0) 

Lose The Big Ones? "Land ’Em" collapsible 
landing net. Trout size, 12" diameter, $2.20. 
Standard size, 16" diameter, $3.80. Jumbo De 
Luxe size, 20" diameter, $5.60. See your dealer 
or write for free hints on landing a fish. Jumbo 
Land 'Em, 3121 Milwaukee Ave., Chicago 18, 

Ilk (9) 

Now Is The Time! Send five plugs or lures with 
$1 and receive five different plugs or send five 
flies and 25c and receive five different flies. 
Both postpaid. All plugs or flies sent must be 
in good condition. Address: Fishermens Ex- 

change, Box-215B, R-2, West Chicago, 111. 
Fishermen —The sure way to catch bass, musk- 
ies, pike and large trout is with live mice. I 
tell you how to catch plenty of live mice, and 
how and where to use them. Price $1. Forty 
years experience. B. M. Wolfe, 8183 River Drive, 
Grant, Mich. 

Campers-Fishermen ! Sleep in your car. Com- 
fortable bed made in few minutes. No car 
damage, nothing to buy. Illustrated plans for 
Chevrolet Town Sedan, one dollar. Adaptable 
to any two door sedan. C. Martin, 309 E. 19th 
St., Brooklyn 26, N. Y. 

Fishbait Unlimited (copyrighted). How to raise 
Earthworms, Nightcrawlers, Mealworms, 
Crickets, also other bait trade secrets. Com- 
plete $1 postpaid. Laurence Barcus-A, Terre 

Haute. Ind. (2-'50) 

Sinker Molds for making your own sinkers. 

Entertaining, instructive, profitable. Make 
those long winter evenings short. Send for our 
1948 free folder. Reading Instrument Co., Box- 

78. Reading. Pa. (12) 

Catch Millions of earthworms with this amazing 
method immediately. No digging, no hard 
work. Just pick them up from the ground. Com- 
plete secret, $1.00. John Mittl, R-l, Kutztown, 

Pa. 

Portable Fishing Outfit. Cast 300 feet easily 
without backlash. Complete with floater, hook, 
25 yds. Nylon line and sinker. Money back 
guarantee. $1 postpaid. Wm. Reid, 3313 Wash- 

ington Blvd., Chicago 24, 111. 

Catch The Slyest Trout in any stream with this 
amazing method using worm. Very simple to 
do. Does not require special equipment. Complete 
secret, $1.00. John Mittl, R-l, Kutztown, Pa. 
Free — A Scottie's bait for the next 500 fisher- 
men who send Scotty the name and address 
of your fishing tackle dealer. Scottie's Baits, 

2386 Va W. Broad St., Columbus 4, Ohio. (6) 

Famous Trout, Salmon, Bass flies. Nylon leaders. 

Popular patterns or custom. Dozen dries $3, 
wets $2.50. Bucktails 35c each. Samson's. 

Remsen, N. Y. 

Like To Tie Flies, Streamers? ‘‘Dollar Bill” 
says, it’s tops. ABC instructions produce re- 
sults. Kit includes all material necessary. Free 

vise. Fishcrafters, Worcester 1, Mass. (10) 

Fishermen! Outboard owners! Vacationists! 

Don't go without E-Z Steer. Remote control 
steering for your outboard. Wonder Boat Co. 

P. O. Box-1156, Kansas City 10, Mo. (6) 

Fish Worms (red) packed in moss, 200 worms 
$1, 500 worms $2.25, prepaid. Write dealers 
price on worms packed 100 per box. Wallis 

Worm Farm, Box-387, Murray. Ky, 

Fly Tying Kits complete $1 postpaid. Bass- 
Trout flies. Streamers $1 dozen postpaid. 2 
samples and price list, 25c. Brabant Tackle, 1436 

George, LaCrosse, Wi s. 

Flytieing — Fishcrafters “ABC” illustrated chart 
teaches quickly how to tie flies, streamers. 
Send two dimes. Fishcrafters Box-804, Wor- 

cester 1, Mass. (10) 

“Outboard Motors And How To Make Them 
Run." This book tells you what is wrong and 
how to fix it. $1 postpaid. H. W. Paine, 421 

Washington Ave., Oneida, N. Y. (10) 

Hoof Grubs, the top guaranteed Bluegill, Perch 
bait, alive. Sample 50-SI, 400-S5. 1000-810. 
Postpaid. Easily kept. Lemon’s Landing, R-l, 

Kent, Ohio. (-^) 

Red Wigglers (English Stripped). 500-$3, 1000- 
$5. Shipped anywhere. Postpaid. Marion Mahr, 

143 McAfee Rd., Decatur, Ga. 

Turtle Soup and fried turtle recipes. Send self 
addressed stamped envelope and $1 to Mrs. 
J. G. Osborn. 99 Wing St., Newark. Ohio. (6) 
Send A Dime for "Flashy” trout, perch or 
crappie spinner and catalog. Murray's, Au- 
burn, Maine. 


Quality Trout Flies. Wets $1.50 dozen, drys 
$2.50. Four streamers $1. Sample and list 25c. 
Stan's Fly Shop, 221 Washington St. McAdoo, 

Pa. 

Dealers! You can make more profit with Scot- 
tie’s Baits. Scotty has a plan for you. Scot- 
tie’s Baits, 2386 % W. Broad St., Columbus 4. 

Ohio. 

Automatic Fish Hooks. Never miss. Never let 
go. For casting, trolling, still fishing, trot- 
lines. 2 hooks $1, $5 dozen. R. A. Jenkins, 
P. O. Box-42, St. L ouis 3, Mo. (6) 

Catfish Baitlure. Catch all the catfish you want, 
day or night. Casts like plug. Lasts hours. 
Sample lure and complete secret, $1. R. A. 
Jenkins, B ox- 42, S t. Louis 3, Mo. (9) 

Genuine Indian Fish Lure. Catch fish fast like 
Indians. Drop on natural or artificial bait 
attracts all fish. $1 postpaid. R. A. Jenkins 
i Guide I, Box-42, St. Louis 3, Mo. (9) 

Spinning Tackle headquarters ! All types spin- 
ning rods, reels, some super lures that get 
the fish. List. Sportsmen's Centre, Indian Or- 

chard. Mass. 

Blue Gill Fishermen. Fly rod, cane polers, 
amazing information, real secret killer. Free 
particulars. No obligations. Send name, ad- 
dress. Blue Gill, Box -457, Alliance. Ohio. (6) 
New, Used, rebuilt marine motors. Marine 
conversions, fittings, supplies. Free catalog. 
Stokes Marine Supply, Dept. 29, Coldwater, 

Mich. (9) 

Fishermen — Complete outfit, Tru-Temper rod. 

level wind reel, tackle box, tackle, all for 
89.95 postpaid. Guaranteed. Rochester Sales, 25 
Kislingbury St., Rochester, N. Y. 

New Ideas of fish raising by man who has 
experience. “The How Of Fish Raising” $1.50 
per copy. Arlo Hinegardner, Montour . Iowa. 
Salmon Egg Dispenser. Eggs at your finger tips. 

Price $2 postpaid. Sole distributor. George 
Frobish, 137 W. Olive, Monrovia, Calif. i li i 
Jointed cane fishing pole, complete with line 
guides and reel seat. Brass ferrules, reels and 
supplies. L. F. Orr, Painted Post, N. Y, 

Fly Fishermen! Three quality bass and three 
bluegill bugs in your mail box, $1 postpaid. 
Lemon's Landing, R -l, Kent, Ohio. (6) 

Gobble catches catfish. Great for trout, bull- 
heads, sunfish too. Over 100 baits $1. Free 
catalog. Buss'. Lan ark, 111. 

Tested Spinners, brass or nickel, 10 for $1 post- 
paid, trout size. Tom's Bait & Tackle, Con- 

cord Rd., Keene, N. H. (7) 

Fishermen. A year's supply of sinkers. % to 1 
oz., assorted sizes, $1. Carlstrom, 1429 Sixth 

Ave., Rockford, 111. 

Red Worms. 200-81, 500-$2.50, 1000-85. Postpaid. 
George Keen, 2521 Link St.. Klamath Falls. 

Oregon. (9) 

Raise Fishing Worms for profit. Information 
free. Buntin's Gardens, 15 Grove, West Point, 
Miss. 

200 Redworms or 120 Mealworms (grubs) post- 
paid, anywhere, anytime, $1 check or cur- 
rency. Dix D ock. R-l, Kent, Ohio. 

Large fish worms. 100-81, 1000-86.50. Mailed 
promptly. Ida Matlock. Star Route, Cabool, 

Mo. 

Send Today for free information on my new 
fly-fishing system. Robert Snyder, Old Forge 4. 

N. Y. 

Excellent flytying and spinner materials. Free 
catalog. Cunningham. 44C Sunnyside P. O.. 

Long Island City, N. Y. (8) 

Fish Worms, large juicy, the kind fish like. 
100 prepaid $1. M. J. Carney, Blairstown, Mo. 

(?) 

Fish For Sale. Spring hatch large mouth bass. 

bluegill, bream and black erappies. Arlo 
Hinegardner, Montour, Iowa. (8) 

Large Garden Worms, 200 82 postpaid. Live 
delivery guaranteed. Marvin Dickman, Wil- 
low Springs , Mo. 

Sure-Shot Channel Catfish bait recipe and in- 
structions. $1. John Coile, 272 Oakwood Ave., 
Newark, Ohio. (6) 

Fish Nets, hoop nets, turtle traps, landing 
nets. Send for free folder. Edward Koch. 

910-12 St., Highland, 111. 

Giant Night Crawlers, $2.25 per 100, $4-200, 
prepaid. R. W. Nelson. Floodwood, Minn. (6i 
Fish Trap blueprints, 30c. Sho-U, Box-51, 
Detroit. Michigan. 

Carp-Catfish bait formulas, 25c. Brabant, 1436 
George. La Crosse. Wis. 

Fly Tying Supplies — Lowest cost, highest qual- 
ity. G. B. Hanson, Ryan, St. Paul 1, Minn. 
Fly Tyers. We buy trout flies. Plan 25c. Stan's 
Fly Shop, 221 Washington St., McAdoo, Pa. 

Fur Farming Books 

Practical Muskrat Raising — Tells how to raise 
muskrats under natural conditions as well as 
how to raise in pens. Contains 130 pages. 21 
illustrations, 12 chapters, cloth bound. Price 
$1.10 postpaid. With year’s subscription to 
FUR-FISH-GAME, only 82.25. FUR-FISH- 
GAME, 174 East Long St., Columbus, Ohio. 


Harding's Magazine 


69 


HARDING’S PLEASURE AND PROFIT BOOKS 

FUR-FISH-GAME, 174 East Long St., Columbus 15, Ohio. 

Dear Sir: Please enter my order for books that I have marked with 
an X and send by prepaid parcel post: 


Price Price 


Trapping as a Profession 

Siv.25 

Practical Muskrat Raising 

1.10 

Tales of a Wilderness Trapper 

.35 

Ferret, Facts & Fancies 

1.10 

Trapper’s Hand Book 

.25 

Wolf and Coyote Trapping 

1.10 

Woodcraft 

.25 

Professional Trapping 

1.00 

All four for 

1.00 

Trappers’ Partner 

1.00 

Bee Hunting .35 

Home Tanning 

1.10 

Trapper’s Companion 


Steel Traps 

1.10 


50 Years a Hunter and Trapper 1.10 

Rabbit Raising 

1.00 

Deadfalls and Snares 

1.10 

Trapping North Ameiican Fur- 

1.25 

Trails to Successful Trapping 

1.10 

bearers 

Camp & Trail Methods 

1.10 

Fox Trapping 

1.10 

Science of Fishing 

1.10 

Mink Trapping 

1.10 

Land Cruising and Prospecting 

1.10 

Canadian Wilds 

1.10 

Ginseng & Other Medicinal Plants 

1.50 

Home Taxidermy for 
Pleasure & Profit 


The Working Dog and His 


1.50 



Home Manufacture of 
Furs and Skins 


Hunting Dogs 

1.10 

1.50 

Southern Trapline Methods 

1.10 

Mink Raising 

1.50 

3,001 Questions and Answers 

1.10 

Fur Farming 

2.00 

Science of Trapping 

1.10 

Fur Buyers Guide 

2.00 


(No C.O.D. orders accepted) 


Enclosed please find f in payment. 

Marne - 

Street R. R R ox _ 

Post Office State 


Fur Farming — Here it is! This book has been 
completely revised and contains up-to-date 
methods of raising, feeding, housing, pelting, 
etc. Chapters on the following animals: Silver, 
Cross and Blue Fox, Mink, Marten, Fisher. 
Fitch, Weasel, Muskrat, Beaver, Otter, Nutria, 
Raccoon, Opossum, Skunk and Badger. This 
448-page book also has 88 illustrations and is 
clothbound. Information in this book is worth 
thousands of dollars to you— yet our price is 
just S2.00 or with a year’s subscription to FUR- 
FISH-GAME, only $3.00. FUR-FISH-GAME, 

174 E. Long St., Columbus, Ohio. 

Mink Raising — A book that will be of value 
to beginners as well as present raisers. Con- 
tains 224 pages, 17 chapters, 37 illustrations, 
clothbound. Better order your copy today as 
the book is selling fast. Price $1.50 postpaid. 
With year’s subscription to FUR-FISH-GAME, 
only $2.50. FUR-FISH-GAME, 174 E. Long 
St., Columbus, Ohio. 

Guns — Binoculars 

For Sale — New model 94, 32 Winchester Special 
Carbine, $60. Used model 94. 32 Special Win- 
chester rifle, very good, $60. Model 71, 348 cal. 
Winchester, excellent, $85. Model 94, 38-55 Win- 
chester Carbine, very good. $50. Winchester 
30-06 cal. Enfield Sporter, excellent, $80. Model 
94. 38-55 cal. Winchester rifle, very good, $45. 
Model 336 Marlin, 30-30 and 32 Special Win- 
chester Carbines, new, $59.75. Model 336A DL 
Marlin rifles, new at $69.75. Model 93, 30-30 
cal. Marlin Carbines, very good at $42.50. 
Model 14, 35 cal. Rem. very good at $82.50. 

Model 14, 30 cal. Rem. very good at $82.50. 

Model 99, 22 cal. Savage Hi-Power. very good 

at $75. Model 99, 300 cal. Savage, new, $92.50. 
Model 99, 30-30 Savage Carbine, very good at 
$65. New Model 37 Ithaca pumps, 12-16 or 20 
ga., $78.50. New Model 12 Winchester pump, 
12-16 or 20 ga., $78.50. New Model 31 Rem. 
pumps, 12-16 or 20 ga., $78.50. Western Field 
12 ga. pump, excellent, $40. New L. C. Smith 
Field Grade double, 12 ga.. hammerless, $90. 
Used L. C. Smith, Ideal Grade, 12 ga., hammer- 
less, very good, $60. New Stevens 12 ga. double, 
hammerless at S44. Used Ithaca 16 ga. hammer- 
less double, very good, $45. Used Ithaca 12 ga. 
hammerless double, very good, $42.50. Used 12 
ga. Lefever double, hammerless, very good at 
$37.50. New H&R 12-16 or 20 ga. singles at $20. 
New S&W K-22 at $62.50. New S&W K-38 at 
$62.50. New Colt Woodsman Sport Model, 4 Yi" 
barrel, $60. 25 cal. Colts auto, excellent at 
$32.50. 32 cal. Colts auto, excellent at $32.50. 32 
cal. Colts Police Positive, excellent at $37.50. 
38 cal. Colts Police Positive, excellent at $37.50. 
45 cal. Colt auto, excellent at $45. New 32 cal. 
H&R auto, $25. New model 922 H&R 22 cal. 
6 " barrel revolver, $24.75. New model 999 H&R 
22 cal. 6 " barrel revolvers, $42.50. 22 cal. Sav- 
age pump rifle, very good at $27.50. 22 cal. 
Marlin 80DL, repeating rifle, new. $23.50. 22 
cal. Marlin Model 81 DL, $27.50. 30-40 cal. Krag 
rifles, very good condition, $42.50. P-38’s, very 
good condition, $25. Harry Crawford, R-l, 

Laceyville, Pa. 

303 Savage 99 Carbine, fine, cartridges, $55. 

Stevens lever action high power 35 Rem., 
nickel steel barrel, very good, cartridges, $55. 
Springfield 30-06 Sporter. Micrometer rear, 
checkered pistol grip and fore-end, custom 
stock, fine, $72.50. Rem. Enfield 30-06 Sporter, 
checkered pistol grip and fore-end, swivels. Red- 
field ramp front, Redfield 70 rear, good, $65. 
Smith Featherweight 12-28, fine, pad. $60. En- 
field 30-06, custom stock, open rear, Mauser 
front, excellent, $60. Sauer three barrel ham- 
merless,l2xl2x8.57J, pad, excellent, $175. Mar- 
lin 39 A lever 22, Redfield rear, excellent, $45. 
Two complete Springfield bolts, $6 each. Mau- 
ser Custom 30-06, checkered grip and fore-end, 
pad, Redfield 70, low boll. Weaver 330, post 
reticule, excellent, $125. 7mm Mauser, ramp 
front. Redfield 70, fine, cartridges, $70. Alfred 

D. Straughan, Mt. Pocono, Pa. 

M70 270, Buehler and Alaskan, $179.50. M70 
30-06. Buehler and Weaver K 6 , $171.50. Marlin 
M336 30-30 carbines. $58.75. M94 30-30 or 32 
Special carbines. $61.50. M721 270, Williams and 
Weaver K 6 , $139.50. M99EG 250-3000 Savage 
with Redfield and Texan scope, $159.50. M81 
35 cal., $134.50. M64 32 Special, 24” bbl., $84.50. 
Stevens M325 30-30 repeater, $39.50. M52 

Sporter, 48F, $138.50. Shotguns: M31TC Trap 
vent, rib, $173.50. M42 410 ga.. $69.50. Reming- 
ton automatics, new style. $99.95. M21 Skeet 
or Trap. $276.50. M12, M31. M37, $83.50 each. 
All above are new guns. Used: M94 30-30. fair 
$31.50. Rem. auto, new style, 12 ga.. 30", per- 
fect, $85. M97 12 ga.. fair, $31.50. Am- 

munition 7.62 Russian, 8 mm French Lebel, 270 
30-06, 8 mm Mauser, $16 per 100. 401SL $12 per 
100. Jeff. Trader, Pocomoke City, Md. 

Optical Instrument Repair Company. Optics 
hard coated, post or cross hairs installed. 
Refinishing and bluing. Complete repair service 
for binoculars, field glasses, telescope sights, 
transits, levels and microscopes. Write or send 
instrument for estimate. Prompt service. All 
work guaranteed. Optical Instrument Repair 
Co., 579 Avondale Ave.. San Antonio 10, Texas. 

( 10 ) 

Binoculars 14x50 Kanto Japanese with case. 

perfect, new, $75. Or trade for new Rem. 12 
ga. automatic shotgun. Norbert Hoffman, 
Porter, Minn. 


Winchester Guns, 70's all calibers, $109.50, with 
K2.5 Weaver $147. Model 94. $62.45. All 22 
cal. rifles in stock. Shotguns, model 12-24-42. 
Rem. guns. 721, 30-06, 270, $79.95 with K2.5, 
$117.45. Model 722, $74.95. 81-$129.95, 141- 

$1C4.95. All 22 cal. rifles in stock. Shotguns 
Mil, $99. 31-$82.50. Savage 99 (300 and 250- 
3000). $96.45, with K2.5, Stith mount, $148. 
Marlin 30-30 cals. 336, $58.75, 336A-$69.75. 

Scopes. Lyman-Weaver all models in stock with 
Redfield, Stith and Weaver mounts. Taylor's, 

Denman Ave., Coshocton, Ohio. (10) 

500 Scopes! Alaska Challenger 4X, $85. Alaskan 
2 V-X, $60. K2.5. $37.50. K4, $45. K 6 , $48.50. 
Hawk, $52. Condor. $ 66 . Hensoldt 4X, $77. 
Order mount with scope, we carry all makes. 
Mounts installed, bolts altered. Bausch & 
Lomb and Hensoldt binoculars. Immediate 
delivery on Colt Woodsman Sport, $60. Target 
$70. Match Target $85. Officers Model 38 and 
22. $75. S&W K22 and K38, $65. Hi-Standards 
$42. H&R $24.75 and $44.75. Rifles, shotguns. 
We swap. COD’s welcome. Livingston Shooter's 

Supply, East Corinth. Maine. ( 6 )^ 

For Sale — New 270 on Mauser action. 30-06 
Springfield Sporter, excellent. 22 Mauser 
target rifle, excellent. Write for details. New 
Vermont maple syrup, guaranteed pure. Fancy 
and No. 1, gallons $6.50, Vis gallons $3.50, 
quarts $2. No. 2 gallons $5. Postpaid to 300 
miles. Roswell Hebard, Halifax, Vt., P. O. 

Colrain, Mass. 

Original 30-06 Springfield rifles. Gov't, model. 

excellent, one year guarantee, $55. 30-06 

Springfield military sporting rifles, excellent for 
all around use $35. Your Krag rebarreled with 
22" or 29" new barrel and reblued, $22. Mauser 
action rebarreled to 30-06 and reblued. $27.50. 
45-70 cartridges, $2.25 box. Reppert, West Con- 
shohocken. Pa. 


Hi-Standard 22 automatic HB. $42 : HDM, $49.50. 

H&R revolvers. $24.95 and $44.95. Weaver 
4x rifles scopes. $27. Fine sheepskin gun cases, 
$9.40. Canvas gun cases, $2.95. Beautiful gun- 
rack, holds six guns. $9.95. 32 revolver, $18. 
32 automatic pistol, $27.50. Sportsman's book 
list, 10c. Gun list, 10c. Art Cooke. Darby 7, Pa. 
New Guns at manufacturers minimum fair 
trade prices. Specify gun wanted. Featuring 
heavy duck guns, trap guns, skeet guns, guns 
with matted rib or with ventilated rib. Place 
your order now for the Pigeon Grade and the 
Model 21 shotguns DeLuxe grade. Cyr Arms, 
20-48 Hanover St., Manchester. N. Hamp. 

180 Page Catalog crammed with antique and 
modern pistol, sword, dagger, etc. values, 
sent on receipt of 50c. Robert Abels, F860 
Lexington Ave., New York 21, N. Y. (9) 


Deer Hunters— 1 am an old deer hunter that 
always gets standing shots at bucks. I use no 
lures or calls. My method assures you of more 
deer coming your way, and standing shots at 
most of them. This method is the safest one for 
you and the other hunters. Price $1. B. M. 
Wolfe, 8183 River Drive, Grant, Mich. 

8x30 Mirakel Binoculars, case, like new, $60. 

32-inch pre-war featherdown sleeping robe, 
30x48 air mattress, clean $35. Higgins Camp 
Trailer, improved, boat carrier, other extras, 
$500. delivered any point between Chattanooga — 
Toronto. Dick Wood, 3807 Oweda Terrace, 
Chattanooga 5, Tenn. 


Custom Loads, 40-65, 38-56 Lead. 7.7 Jap. 

Soft points. Factory loads in 30-Ml carbine. 
8 mm Mauser, $3.50 per box. 22 Hi-Speed shorts. 
$2.75: long rifles, $4.90 per 500. 175 other sizes 
in stock. Dime for list. Central Sports, Delphos 

4, Ohio. ( 8 ) 

Prism Binoculars. Finest U.S. Government op- 
tics. Huge 50mm coated objectives. Less than 
half price: 7x50mm. $79.50; 10x50mm. $89.50; 
12x50mm, $92.50 plus tax. Prepaid. Literature 
on request. DuMaurier Binocular Mfrs., Dept. 

95, Elmira. N. Y. ( 6 ) 

Binoculars — Excellent U.S. Army 6x30. coated 
lens, $55. Navy 7x50. coated, $85. Complete 
binocular repair service. Binoculars cleaned and 
aligned, $12.50. Hard coating (i ncreases ef- 
ficiency 40%) slightly extra. Art Cooke, Darby 


30-06 Springfield Military Sporting rifle, ex- 
cellent for hunting and target, $47. Arisaka 
30-06 Sporter, fine condition, $24.95. Your Jap 
rifle converted to 30-06 Sporter. $14.95. Art 
Cooke, Darby 7, Pa. 

Campers and Hikers, be sure to send for my 
free illustrated folder showing useful items of 
equipment for outdoor living, also guide books 
for good hiking and camping areas. Charley 
Nolan, Portland, Pa. 

F'irearms, foreign ammunition, gunsmithing all 
covered in our new catalogue. 10 c coin or 
stamps. Hunt Arms Co., 133 Lyon St., Grand 
Rapids 2, Mich. 

Let Me Handload your shells in 218 Bee, 250- 
3000, 30-30, 257. 30-40. 270. 30-06 and Jap 
7.7 31. Write for information. Bill Sesler, 

Nenzel, Nebr. 

Cartridges. P-38's, 9mm Lugers 10c each. 8 mm 
Mauser. 7.7mm Jap, 25c. Complete firearms- 
ammunition lists, 25c. Frank Farish, Vicksburg. 
Miss. 1 9 ) 

Sperm -Oil. Blue Whale Fish oil. Guaranteed 
best grade. Vi pint postpaid, 50c. New 
Trenton Products, P.O. Box-51, Cincinnati 6 , 
Ohio. 
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5,000 Bargains, modern-antique firearms, ac- 
cessories. war relics, binoculars. Descriptive 
catalog, 40c. John's Arsenal, Runnemede, N.J. 
(8) 


For Sale— 30-40 Krag Carbine, $40; 45-70, $15. 

Italian 6.5 rifle, $20 ; 32 rifle, $9. 8mm Mau- 
ser, $36. All good to excellent. Willard Giffin, 

R-l, Breezewood, Pa. 

For Sale — Winchester model 1886, 45-90, good. 

Marlin model 92. 32 cal. rimfire, 10 ga. 
lever action shotgun. Some shells for each gun. 
Smith Moser, Delta, Ohio. 


Free Outdoor Magazines for postage. State if 
late or old issues preferred. Rem. Ml 41 35 
cal., new, $104.95. Ammunition $13.75 per 
100. JcIT. Trader. Pocomoke City, Md. 

For Sale — 141A Rem. Gamemaster, very good, 
fired 60 times, open sight, also Lyman peep, 

$95. L. S. Weber. Sleepy Eye, Minn, rii) 

Shotguns, Rifles, Handarms, Ammunition, Rods, 
Reels. List 10c. FFG Rudolph’s, Atchison, 

Kans. (12) 

Guns. Modern-Antique. Muzzle loading Ken- 
tuckies, all kinds. Gun parts list 10c. Ollie 

Miller. 4816 Weber, Affton, Mo. (7^ 

Telescopes, Binoculars, microscopes. Big bar- 
gain catalog free. Brownscope Co., 24 W. 

45th St., New York, N. Y. (9) 

Limited Snpply Rem. 30 cal. Core-Lokt bullets 
I for reloading), 150, 170, 220 grain. E. Beele- 
field. 4441 Phillips Highw ay. Jacksonville, Fla. 
Rifles, Revolvers, Shotguns. Over 500 modern. 

obsolete. Also cartridges. List 10c coin. Ed 
Howe, 66 Main St.. Coopers Mills. Maine. (10) 
30-06, M721, $79.95. 348-M71, Lyman peep. 
$91.10. Trade. List for stamp. A1 Green, 415 

E. Woodbine. Louisville, Ky. 

Guns, Fishing Tackle. Bought, sold, traded. 
Send 10c for list. Agawam Associates, Box-55, 

Agawam. Mass. 

Gunsmith. Rebarreling, restocking. military 
conversions. Fred Herrick, Seeley Lake, 

Mont. (IQ) 

Winchester, Rem., Savage. Marlin rifles. Brand 
new. List 20c coin. Ottis J. Hurst, French 

Creek. W. Va. 

Best Offer gets either 9mm Luger or P-38. 

A. Rogenmoser, 131 Lincoln, North Tona- 
wanda, N. Y. 

Rifle Scopes and mounts, all popular makes. 

My price list will interest you. Write today. 
Stanley Wentling . Palmyra 3, Pa. 

New 22 cal. Speedmaster Rem. automatic, 
model 241. $60. Walker Nesbit, Hunnewell, 

Mo. 

Send 10c for big list deer rifles, shotguns, bin- 
oculars. Fray seth's Wilmar, Minn. 

Italian Rifle, 7.35, sell for $50. George Dopkosky, 
J eanette. Pa. 


Class Eyes 

Eye Assortment for the Taxidermist. 20 pairs 
best Enamel Eyes. Sizes 3 to 13, $3 value for 
$2. Schoepfer Eyes, 324 5th Ave., New York, 

N. Y. 

Glass Eyes, quality manufacturer. 56th year. 

Price lists. Taxidery supplies. Schumacher, 
Halladay St., Jersey Ci ty, N . Y. (9) 

America’s Largest Dealers in Glass Eyes and 
Taxidermy supplies. Catalog free. Elwood 
Company, Dept. 34, Omaha 2, Nebr. (9) 


Home Movies 


Unusual S-16mm Film Subjects. Kodaehrome 
projection length sample "Allure”, $1. Art 
slides, sample 40c. Films exchanged. Big cat- 
alog 25c, refunded first order. National Film 
Supply, Broadway Sta. (E), T oledo 9, Ohio. 

Hunting Horns 


Texas Steer fox hunting blowing horns, high 
tone, beautiful finish. 12” $2, 14" $2.50, 16" 
$3. 18" $4. 20” $6. with reed 12" $7.50, 14” 
$10. Powder horns. 12” $2.50. Goat blowing 
horns, 12" $4. 14" $5. Straps 50c. General Mer- 
cantile Co.. Laredo, Texas. 

Raw Steer and Goat Horns for making blowing 
horns and for mounting. Stamp for list. 
General Mercantile Co., Laredo. Texas. 


Lands 


Use Your Rights! Acquire 20 to 160 acres 
U. S. Govt. land. Have river front, timber, 
garden spot. Fish and game. Not a homestead, 
no back taxes. Send $1 for legal location notice 
and how I take up Govt. land. C. E. Brewer, 

Box-FG672, San Fernando. Calif. 

Ozark Lands fur all purposes. Actual river 
frontages, 5 acres, $90 and upwards. Free 
list and literature. Hubbard, 424G Minnesota, 
Kansas City 4, Kans. (6) 

Roots, Herbs and Plants 


Make Money gathering herbs, roots, barks, flow- 
ers, cones, moss, etc. Over 200 varieties bring 
you cash. Complete directory of buyers with 
addresses and booklet of instructions, $1 post- 

paid. J. Kelly. B151A, Cowen, W. Va. 

You Should Read the "Roots. Herbs & Barks" 
department in every issue of "The Wild- 
crafters World.” $1 year, subscribe today. 
Laurence Barcus-AR, Terre Haute, Ind. (10) 
Herb Booklet on formulas, for common ailments. 

We also sell select Botanicals cut and sifted 
by bulk. Send 10c coin. Clark’s Botanicals, 

Springy ille, N. Y. 

Ginseng, Goldenseal. 1000 seeds, $3.00 ; 10,000, 
$24. Hundred plants, $5. Growing-Selling 
instructions included. F. D. Collins, Viola, 
Iowa. (7-'49) 

Goldenseal Plants, $4 hundred. Seedbearing 
plants, $1.50 dozen. Bert Beerman, Sullivan, 

Mo. (9) 

Herb Book. 400 page, 500 pictures of herb 
lore, $1. S. Jenkins, Box-42, St. Louis 3, Mo. 

( 6 ). 

Dry Wild Ginseng, Goldenseal _ roots wanted. 
Mike Galando, New Alexandria, Pa. (11) 

Taxidermy and Tanning 

Glass Eyes — Manufacturing since 1892, all 
styles, materials for Taxidermists. Write for 
price list. Schumacher, Halladay St., Jersey 

City 4, N. J. 

Mink and Fox Scarfs from your skins. Also 
jackets and coats. Burnt Hills Fur Farm, 
Manufacturing Division, R-l, Ballston Lake, 

N. Y. (3-50) 

Modern Taxidermist Magazine, Greenfield Cen- 
ter, N. Y. Devoted exclusively to taxidermy. 

Two sample copies 25c. ( 2-’50 ) 

America’s Largest Dealers in Glass Eyes and 
Taxidermy supplies. Catalog free. Elwood 
Company, Dept. 33, Omaha 2, Nebr. (9) 


Deerskin Gloves. Your skins — or ours. Don't 
wait. C. K. Wood Factory FF, Johnstown, 
N. Y. (4-’50) 

Trappers 

Fox And Coyote Trappers. Do you want the 
best there is in practical proven killer sets? 
If so, the Mystery Methods are the answer 
to the prayers of all trappers in taking large 
catches. This book is copyrighted and guaran- 
teed to contain the fastest and most effective 
sets known today, and are backed up by forty 
years of active practical experience as an ex- 
pert record farm-land and big timber trapper 
in Maine, etc. These sets are not copies of 
other sets or books. If you have failed with 
other sets, you will succeed with the Mystery 
Method sets and this 1 do guarantee. Send one 
dollar today and the best money can buy. 
L- J, Devoe, Box-3 12, Houlton, Maine. 

The Pennsylvania Trapper’s Ass’n., Inc., will 
hold its 12th annual convention on June 4th 
in the Big Spring State Forest Park, Perry 
County, on Route 274, 9 miles west of Blain, 
Pa., commencing at 10:30 A.M. All Pennsyl- 
vania trappers are invited to attend. Lunch 
available at Park. Trappers, we need your 
support. Memberships will be accepted at the 
convention, or send $1 today for one year's 
membership to Pennsylvania Trapper's Ass'n., 
Inc., R-D, Klingers town, Pa. 

The Maryland Trapper’s Ass’n. Inc., will hold 
their 3rd annual convention on June 19. at 
Braddock Heights Amusement Park, on Route 
40 between Baltimore and Frederick. Maryland, 
beginning at 10:00 A.M. All trappers, members 
and non-members are hereby cordially invited 
to attend this important meeting. Send $1 today 
for one year's membership and enjoy a voice 
in the discussions relative to Maryland’s na- 
tural raw fur resources. “In Unity There Is 

Strength." 

Bring ’Em Out Alive! Rout any animal from 
the deepest den. No digging, drowning, smok- 
ing or gadgets. Nothing else like it. Bring 'em 
out alive — no waiting. Complete secret $1 post- 
paid. R. A. Jenkins, Box-42, St. Louis 3, Mo. 

( 6) 

Sell Dailey’s “Triple- Call" Animal Gland Lures 
and Baits. Over 1,000 dealers have found that 
these lures outsell all others and repeat orders 
much greater. We also sell traps at wholesale 
to recognized dealers. Prices on request. Dailey's 
Trapper Supply, O gdensburg, N. Y. 

Personal Trapping Instructions for fox, mink, 
'cats, beaver, otter, etc. at my Adirondack 
Mountain trapline camp. Many of my former 
pupils now rated as America's best trappers. 
Write for rates and appointment. E. J. Dailey, 
Ogdensburg, N. Y. 

Trappers Supply Catalog free. Large 42 page 
catalog listing Dailey's famous "Triple Call" 
animal gland lures, ingredients, traps, pistols, 
trapping boats, canoes, etc. Dailey's Trapper 

Supply. Ogdensburg, N. Y. 

Trappers 1 Not one. but seven ways to kill 
skunks without odor. Also rout any animal 
from den, no smoking, digging or drowning. 
Both complete methods, only $1. Bill Geddis, 
R-l, Irondale, Ohio. 

The Western New York Trappers Ass’n. will 
hold a convention at Allegheny State Park, 
Cattarraugus County, Saturday, June 25th. All 
trappers welcome. Nels O. Ahlgren, Sec., R-3, 

Jamestown. N. Y. (6) 

Attention Trappers — If you are interested in 
getting the Humane Coyote Getters and James 
Mast’s animal scents write to J. J. Youngs, 882 

Grove St., San Francisco 17, Calif. 

Illustrated and instructive "Trapping Depart- 
ment” in every issue of "The Wildcrafters 
World." $1 year, subscribe today. Laurence 

Barcus-AT, Terre Haute. Ind. (8) 

Master Methods illustrated trapping courses for 
coyotes and all land animals. $5. All water 
animals, $2. Literature free. John Ehn, Mas- 

ter Trapper Instructor, Roscoe, Calif. (10) 

Mink Trappers. Get my new revised book. 

Actual pictures, illustrations, showing proven, 
deadly, professional trapline sets. Price $1. 
Rupert Hardy, Roanoke Rapids. N. C. (7) 

Catch hundreds of muskrats easily. S'ct legal 
in all states, no steel traps, set and secret 
bait formula, complete only $1. Bill Geddis, 
R-l. Irondale, Ohio. 

Turtle Trappers! I have 60 hand-made turtle 

nets that are real nets. For price and infor- 

mation write to J. C. Osborn, 99 Wing St., 

Newark, Ohio. (6) 

Wanted -Skunk musk glands. Will trade mer- 
chandise for them and give you a better deal 
than if you sold for cash. Alleghany Trappers 

Service. Dalton. N. Y. 

Bigelow Humane Traps for woodchucks, skunks, 
'coon, fox, etc. $1.25 for one, 3 for $3.50, $13 
dozen plus postage. Bigelow Trap Mfg. Co., 
Marysville. Ohio. (S) 

Will Sell or trade fifty Coyote Getters. $25 for 
the lot. Lewis Barker, 622 Park St., El 

Dorado. Kans. 

Premium paid for discontinued Newhouse traps, 
sizes 91)4-21 5.4-2) j-3' i if in good condition. 
John Barbee, Troy, Mo. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT BLANK 

Fur-Fish-Game 

174 E. Long St., Columbus 15, Ohio 

Gentlemen: — The enclosed $ is for Classified Advertisement to 

appear in your next issue. There are, including my name and address 

words, at the rate of 10c per word. (No ad inserted for less 

than $1.00 — cash with order.) 


Closing date for the June issue is May 3rd. 
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H ar ding’s M agazine 

Trapping, Hunting, Camping equipment. Low- 
est prices, quickest service, catalog free. 

Howe Fur Co., Coopers Mills, Maine. (10) 

Trapping Methods to rent. Animal stamps, 
trappers supplies, lists. P. L. Stamp, Strong- 

hurst. 111. (10) 

Trappers — Rubber furbearer stamps. Free list. 

Trapper Joe. 7 27 Suter St., Johns to wn. Pa. 
Wanted raw furs and deer skins. Buyers since 

1840. Paul Baratier, Parish. N. Y. 

9 Good Mink Sets, 30c. Sho-U. Box 51. Detroit, 

Michigan. . 

12 Good Muskrat Sets, 30c. Sho-U, Box 61, 

Detroit, Mic hi gan. . 

Seven Good Fox Sets, 30c. Sho-U, Box 51, 

Detroit, Michigan. _ 

Eleven Good Box Traps. Complete blueprints, 
30c. Sho-U. Box-51, Detroit, Mich. 


Trapping Books 

Camp & Trail Methods. Tells how to erect tents 
and shelters, how to build permanent log 
camps, how to make hunting boats, canoes, 
skis, tobaggans, trail sleds, etc. Also other 
valuable information about camping equipment, 
cooking, etc. Trappers, Hunters and Campers 
will this 274 page book with 68 illustrations 
and 19 chapters. Clothbound, price SI. 10, or 
book and a year's subscription to FUR-FISH- 
GAME for only 12.25. FUR-FISH-GAME, 174 

E. Long St., Columbus, Ohio. 

"Science of Trapping.” Describes habits and 
distribution of fur animals including skunk, 
mink, weasel, marten, fisher, otter, beaver, 
muskrat, fox, wolf, bear, raccoon, badger, 
opossum, lynx and wildcat, illustrates their 
tracks, and tells how to trap them. 23C pages, 
24 ch.. 40 illus. Price SI. 10, or with year’s 
subscription to F-F-G. $2.25. F UR-FISH-GAME, 

174 E. Long St., Columbus. Ohio. 

Ferret Facts and Fancies -Tells how to raise, 
breed, handle and sell; 214 pages, 21 chapters, 
49 illustrations, cloth bound. Price postpaid, 
$1.10 with a year’s subscription to FUR-FISH- 
GAME. only $2.25. FUR-FISH-GAME, 174 E. 
I.ong St., Columbus, Ohio. 

Fur Buyers Guide — A splendid book for trappers 
as well as buyers. Contains complete instruc- 
tions about buying, handling and grading raw 
furs, including sizes, colors, quality, as well as 
how, when and where to sell. 370 pages, 36 
chapters, 160 illustrations, clothbound. Price 
$2.00. With year’s subscription, only $3.00. 
FUR-FISH-GAME, 174 E. Long St. Columbus. 

Ohio. 

"Land Cruising and Prospecting.” Practical in- 
formation for Homesteaders, Prospectors, 
Trappers, Guides, etc., includes information on 
building cabins, what to take in your camp kit, 
how to sample ore, prospect for gold, furs, 
etc. 176 pages, 20 ch.. 40 illus. Price, $1.10, 
or with year's subscription to F-F-G, $2.25, 
FUR-FISH-GAME, 174 E. Long St, Columbus, 

Ohio. 

"Fox Trapping.” Tells how to trap different 
kinds of fox, describing land, water and 
snow sets, making scent, and baiting traps, 
snaring, still hunting, etc. in such a way that 
the person with little or no experience can out- 
wit them. 185 pages, 22 ch., 60 illus. Price, 
$1.10, or with year’s subscription to F-F-G, 
$2.25. FUR-FISH-GAME, 174 E. Long St, Co- 

lumbus, Ohio. , 

"3001 Questions and Answers.” Many years 
were required to collect this information 
(Encyclopedia) for Hunters, Trappers, "Gun 
Cranks,” etc. 395 pages, information care- 
fully indexed for easy reference. Price, $1.10, 
or with year’s subscription to F-F-G, $2.25. 
FUR-FISH-GAME. 174 E. Long St, Columbia, 

Ohio. _____ 

Trapping North American Furbearers. Thu 
book contains 29 chapters, 15 chapters on 
trapping every North American Furbearer. 216 
pages in all, size 5 >4x7 Vi with 50 illustrations. 
Price $1.25 postpaid or nook and a year’s sub- 
scription to F-F-G, only $2.50. FUR-I ISH- 
GAME, 174 E. Long St, Columbus, Ohio. 

Wolf & Coyote Trapping. They are cunning 
animals but this book with best published 
methods get 'em. Government recommended 
scent recipe explained. 252 pages, 21 chapters. 
44 illustrations, clothbound. 81.10 postpaid or 
$2.25 with a year's subscription. FUR-FISH- 
GAME, 174 E. Long St., Columbus, Ohio. 

Wild Rice 

Attract Wild Ducks, Fish, Muskrats. Plant 
natural foods, many kinds adapted all waters, 
described free illustrated book. _ Game Food 

Nurseries. Bgx-371-J, Oshkos h. Wis. (12) 

Wild Rice attracts ducks! Muskrats! Fish! 

Plant Terrell's dependable game foods for 
all conditions. Booklet free. Terrell's, 134-K, 
Oshkosh, Wis. 

Miscellaneous 

Alaska — The Last Frontier, offers unlimited 
opportunities. $1 brings official government 
map and copyrighted report with Fish & Game 
rules, listing Fishing. Construction, Mining. 
Aviation companies. Homestead and Alaskan 
Highway information. Alaska Opportunist, 
Dept. FF, P.O. Box-883, Hollywood 28, Calif. 


Back Copies FUR-FISH-GAME. These copies 
all contain very interesting outdoor stories on 
Hunting. Fishing. Fur Farming and Trapping. 
The following are available: July, August, De- 
cember 1943; February, April, May. June. July, 
August, Sept, and Oct. 1944 ; March, April, May, 
August. September, October, November and 
December 1945 ; all of 1946 except May and 
June; all of 1947 ; all of 1948 except March. List 
copies you wish, adding some alternate copies 
to take the place of any that we might be out 
of. Copies sell for 10c, six for 50c, 15 for $1.00 
or 25 for 1.50. FUR-FISH-GAME. 174 E. Long 

St., Columbus 15, Ohio. 

New Vermont Maple Syrup now ready. No. 1 
and fancy grades. Quarts $2.25. % gallons $4. 
Gallons $7.25 (two or more at $7). Second 
grade $5.25 (dark and stronger flavored). Pure 
maple sugar, two-four and sixteen ounce cakes, 
$1.25 pound. With Butternuts $1.50 pound. 
Soft sugar, pound tin $1.25 ; two pounds $2.25 ; 
five pounds $5.25, ten pounds $10. Maple cream 
$1.35 pound. Native Butternuts, peck 81, bushel 
$3.50. Gallon syrup boxed weighs fourteen 
pounds. Cash or C.O.D. Customer pays trans- 
portation, all balances refunded. Horatio Mar- 
shall, Poultney, Vt. (7) 

Foreign Employment For You. Excellent perm- 
anent job opportunities for U. S. Citizens. 
Wages at least 20% higher, less taxation, lower 
living costs. Improved social position. Trans- 
portation and housing furnished. Choice of 
climate and location. South and Central Amer- 
ica, Far East, China. Alaska, Africa. Send $1 
for copyrighted digest showing oil, shipping, 
construction, mining, etc., companies working 
and hiring. Includes sample application letter, 
advice on wages, tips, etc. World Wide Com- 
pany, Dept. FF-4, Madison 1, Wis. 

Soiled Books — Special reduced prices on the fol- 
lowing books that arc partly water dam- 
aged. Fur Buyers Guide, regular price $2, sale 
price $1.00. Home Taxidermy For. Pleasure & 
Profit, regular price $1.50, sale price 75c. Gin- 
seng & Other Medicinal Plants, regular price 
$1.50, sale price $1. Science of Fishing, reg. 
price $1.10, sale price 60c. Working Dog & 
His Education, regular price $1.00, sale price 
60c. Order today. Supply not too great. 
FUR-FISH-GAME, 174 E. Long St., Columbus 

15, Ohio. 

Alaska! $1 brings information on job oppor- 
tunities and vacancies plus opportunities in 
Construction, Business, Fishing, Agriculture. 
Industry. Fur Farming, Mining, Government 
Positions, Homestead Lands. Alaskan Oppor- 
tunities, Dept. FF, 7512— 18th N. E., Seattle 
5, Washington. 

Interested in Latin America and Foreign em- 
ployment? $1 brings copyrighted Foreign Serv- 
ice Directory listing firms interested in Oil, 
Construction. Mining, Aviation, Exports and Im- 
ports. How-When-Where to apply. Hot list of 
companies hiring. Global Reports, Dept. FF, 

P. O. Box-883, Hollywood 28, Calif. 

Atomic Ores. Five actual samples ! Who knosvs 
you may be passing up a fortune of Atomic 
ore deposits in your back yard? Here's your 
chance to familiarize yourself with Atomic 
ores. This kit will help those who are pros- 
pecting for valuable Uranium deposits. C.O.D. 
$1 plus postage. Sigmund Roszak, Herminie, Pa. 
A Middle Aged white, single man wants in or 
outdoor labor as a helper, with adult family. 
Board, lodging, laundry, salary wanted. Good 
references available. Harvey R. Stafford, R-4, 
Box-36 c-o Mrs. M. L. Taylor, Richmond 22, 

Va- 

Got Dandruff? Getting bald? Better get Lana- 
thol today. With Lanathol, you get results, 
or your money back. Let me tell you more 
about Lanathol. Write for beautiful descriptive 
folder today. Jas. T. Kelley, Box-3992, Portland 

8, Oregon. (6) 

Save Money by ordering your vitamins and 
drugs direct. Any brand. Just write us your 
needs. Prompt, reliable service. Levitt Drugs, 
884F Westminster Rd., Woodmere, L. I., N. Y. 


Quit Tobacco Habit easily. Simple, safe, mouth 
wash. Money back guarantee. Send $1 for 
enough ingredients to make 10 $1 bottles. 

James T. Kelley, Box-3992, Portland 8, Oregon. 

(10) 

Army Surplus. Famous "Emergency Field Man- 
ual !” Invaluable hunting, fishing, trapping, 
scouting tricks! SI. Combat-Judo field manual, 
$1. Major Clough, Box-3011, Los Angeles 53, 

Calif. 

Alaska Highway to opportunities, homestead- 
ing. fur. fish, game information. Great Falls 
to Fairbanks Highway log, Alaska map. $1 
postpaid. Alaska Bureau, Box-1569, Great Falls, 
Mont. 

Business Men — Everything in rubber stamps, 
printed standard forms, statements, sale- 
books letterheads, envelopes, business cards, 
etc. Carl H. Jansen, 258 N. Lincoln St., West- 

mont. 111. (10) 

Inventors — Send for “Patent Protection for 
Inventors” which outlines preliminary steps 
to take in applying for a patent. Victor J. 
Evans & Co., 421-E Merlin Bldg., Washington, 
6. D. C. 


Information, reliable facts and figures about 
California opportunities, housing, working 
conditions, etc. $1. G. E. Middagh, 2378 Slitter 
St., San Francisco, Calif. (10) 

"Finding And Selling Fossils.” $1. ”25 Fossil 
Markets" $1. "Finding And Selling Minerals” 
$1. “65 Mineral Markets" $1. Catalog free. 

George Bryant, R-2, Lawrenceburg, Ky. 

Reliable facts and figures about California 
opportunities, housing, working conditions, 
etc. $1. G. Middagh, 2378 Sutter St., San Fran- 
cisco, Calif. 


Pinup Girl photo knives. One blade keychain, 
or large two blade types $1 each postpaid. 
Melco Novelties, 223 W. 6th St., Mansfield, 
Ohio. . 


Honey — 2 Vi lbs. white clover, postpaid 3rd zone 
$1. Pure beeswax. 1 lb. $1. Send for honey 
price list. Roscoe F. Wixson, Beekeeper, Dun- 

dee. N. Y. (7^ 

Manufacturers Luggage Specials. Specially 
priced for fast turnover and promotions. 
Write Behm Luggage, 3635A Roosevelt, Chi- 
cago 24, 111. (6) 

Wanted — Man interested in bees to work in 
our apiaries and packing plant. No exper- 
ience necessary. Schultz Honey Farms, Ripon, 
Wis. 


125 Double Edge or 100 single edge nationally 
advertised razor blades. $1 postpaid. Use 4, if 
not pleased, return. We refund money. Wagner 
& Co.. R-2, Bernville, Pa. 


Would you pay 3% first $350 made? Color- 
illustrated book “505 Odd, Successful Enter- 
prises" free Work home! Expect something 
odd 1 Pacific-50, Oceanside. Calif. 

Mexican desert Cactus Plants, blooming size. 

30 assorted in a beautiful Mexican picnic 
basket, $3 postpaid. General Mercantile Co., 

Laredo, Texas, 

Printed Stationery. 200 quality bond sheets. 

100 envelopes to match, $1.50 postpaid. Nord 
Printing Service, 695 Capitol Heights, St. Paul 

Sportsmen — Send me $1 for printed recipes for 
4 delicious drinks. Margaret Filkins, East 

Berne, N. Y. 

Mexican young tame burros (Donkeys), special 
for riding. $45 or $65 prepaid. General Mer- 
cantile Co., Laredo. Texas. 

“Concrete Block Homes.” 32 page booklet on 
how to build. $ 1 . H. C. Lightfoot, Civil 

Engineer. Richboro 11, Pa. 

Outdoor Work. Write for free details of park 
service, game protector, warden and patrol 
exams. Delm ar Institute. M-l, Denver, Colo. (9) 
Wines — Make your own from raisins, grapes. 

berries. Easy home method. Printed direc- 
tions, 25c coin. Ozark Enterprise. Celt 5, Mo. 
Beautiful California gold nugget. $1. Four for 
$2. California Prospectors, Box-604, Stock- 

ton. Calif. (8) 

Blueberry Plants, improved hybrids. Two year 
old 40c, three year old 60c. Frank Brainard, 
R-4, Allegan. Mich. 

“Rocks" wanted from outings. Send postcard. 
Science, Dept. G, 2770 Dale, St. Paul 8, Minn. 

(7) 

Waterweeds removed easily, effectively from 
any lake, pond, river. Write for particulars. 
Aschert Bros., Box-155, La Canada, Calif. (6) 
Advertise. 24 words. 40 newspapers. $3.50. Lists 
free. Advertising Bureau, 10511F Springfield, 

Chicago 43, 111. (6) 

Electric Pencil. Engraves all metals. $1.25. 
Beyer Mfg., 1051 IF Springfield, Chicago 43. 

Ilb (6) 

Outdoor Rambler. An outdoor publication that's 
different. 2 years $1 ; 60c year: 10c copy. Out- 
door Rambler, Box-884, lone, Calif. 

Magills B-Complex Vitamins. $1 brings trial 
size on 10 day approval. Magill Vitamin Com- 
pany. Lock Drawer 430-FF, Spring field, Mo. 

Be An Artist with high grade oil colors, $3.50 
set. Harmonicas with. any key, $3. Agro Pro- 
ducts, 1505 N. Leavitt St., Chicago 22, 111. 

Mail Order opportunities. 10c brings leading 
trade magazine. Isbell, Suite 619-FF, 216 W. 
Jackson. Chicago 6. 111. 

Hey! Have you something to swap? Send 
details. National Swapper's Bureau, 162 

Forbes Rd., Bedford. Ohio. 

Photostamps dollar hundred 1” x 1 person, 
products. Samples. Photostamps, Jonesboro 

271C, Tenn. 

Make powerful sparkling wine. Use three simple 
ingredients. Instructions, 25c. Barwood, 

Otego, N. Y. 

Famous Brooklyn Postmark! Letters remailed 
25c. Morris Victor, 93 Hart St., Brooklyn 6, 

N. Y. 

Send 15c for big interesting pen pal magazine. 

Berrang, Otego. N. Y. 

Archers — Free factory catalog. Sheboygan Arch- 

ery Company, Sheboygan 4, Wis. QO 

Art Pictures, 10 6x8 25c. Kronlage, 5900 Patton, 
New Orleans 15, La. (9) 
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Fur - Fish - Game 


Use These Handy-Mail Coupons 

Pick out the catalog you want, fill in your name and address and paste on a penny postcard. 
Coins are needed for some catalogs. Mail Coupons direct to the advertiser. 

Prescott Spinner Mfg. Co. 

1041 Front Ave. W., St. Paul 3, Minn. 

Gentlemen : Please send your free booklet 
as advertised in the May issue of FFG. 

Name 

Fishing Supplies — Travel 

Tony Accetta & Son, Dept. 4 
890 E. 140lh St., Cleveland 10, Ohio 

Gentlemen: Please send me your free cata- 
log as advertised in the May issue of FFG. 

James Heddon’s Son 

795 W. St., Dowagiac, Mich. 

Gentlemen : Please send me your free cata- 
log as advertised in the May issue of FFG. 

Address 

City & State 

Division of Publicity, Dept. J2 
State Capital, St. Paul, Minn. 

Gentlemen : Please send the free booklet as 
advertised in the May issue of FFG. 

Address 

Address — 



City & State 

Horrocks Ibbotson Co. 

Dept. G, Utica. N. Y. 

Gentlemen : Please send me your free fish- 
ing books as advertised in the May issue 
of FFG. 


City & State 

Fred Arbogast & Co., Inc. 

755 W. North St., Akron 3, Ohio 

Gentlemen: Please send me your free cata- 
log as advertised in the May issue of FFG. 

Richardson Rod & Reel Co. 

3172 N. Sawyer Ave., Chicago 18, III. 

Gentlemen : Please send me your free Fish- 
ing Tips as advertised in the May issue of 
FFG. 

Name 

Ai ,, 

Address 





Missouri Div. of Resources & Dev., Dept. 60C 
State Office Bldg., Jefferson City, Mo. 

Gentlemen : Please send me your free folder 
as advertised in the May issue of FFG. 

L. L. Bean 

Dept. 90, Freeport, Maine 
Gentlemen : Please send me your catalog as 
advertised in the May issue of FFG. 

City & State 

Rockaway Sales Co., Dept. 362G 
R-6, Rockaway, N. J. 

Gentlemen : Please send me your free cir- 
cular as advertised in the May issue of FFG. 

Name 


Add cs 





Johnson Motors 

1700 Pershing Rd., Waukegan, 111. 

Gentlemen : Please send me your Free Handy 
Chart as advertised in FFG, May issue. 


New Mexico State Tourist Bureau 
Room 1275, State .Capitol 
Sante Fe, N. Mex. 

Gentlemen : Please send me your booklet 
as advertised in the May issue of FFG. 

City & State 

Scott-Atwater Mfg. Co. 

Dept. FF, Minneapolis 13, Minn. 

Gentlemen : Please send the free Handbook 
as advertised in the April issue of FFG. 

Name 

Address 

City & State 


Addr~s 




C y 

Mill Run Products Co. 

634-D Huron Rd., Cleveland 15, Ohio 

Gentlemen : Please send me your free cata- 
log as advertised in the April issue of FFG. 

Bronson Reel Co. 

Dept. 221, Bronson, Mich. 

Gentlemen : Please send me your literature 
as advertised in the May issue of FFG. 

Shakespeare Company 

Dept. FFG-5, Kalamazoo, Mich. 

Gentlemen: Please send me your free Tackle 
Book as advertised in the May issue of FFG. 

Name _ 

Address 

City & State 







Nu-Bait League, Dept. 12-A 
2455 Indian Mound Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio 
Gentlemen : Please send me your plan as ad- 
veitised in the April issue of FFG. 

C. & C. Association 
Park Rapids, Minn. 

Gentlemen : Please send me your maps and 
resort listings as advertised in FFG. 

South Bend Bait Co. 

600 High St., South Bend 23, Ind. 

Gentlemen : Please send me your free book 
on fishing as advertised in the May issue of 
FFG. 


Address 

City & State 



Old Town Canoe Co. 

555 Middle St., Old Town, Maine 
Gentlemen : Please send me your free cata- 
log as advertised in the May issue of FFG. 


Dunphy Boat Co. 

310 Broad St., Oshkosh, Wis. 

Gentlemen: Please send your free catalog 
as advertised in the May issue of FFG. 

City & State 

Thompson Boat Bros. Mfg. Co. 

221 Ann St., Peshtigo. Wis. 

Gentlemen : Please send me your free cata- 
log as advertised in the May issue of FFG. 


Add 






Evinrude Motors 

4304 N. 27th St., Milwaukee 9, Wis. 

Gentlemen: Please send me your free cata- 
log as advertised in the May issue of FFG. 

Ontario Travel Bureau 

A28 Parliament Bldg., Toronto 2, Ont. 

Gentlemen : Please send me fishing informa- 
tion about Ontario as advertised in the April 
issue of FFG. 

City & State 

Wallsten Tackle Co. 

Dept. FFG, Kenilworth, 111. 

Gentlemen : Please send me your free fold- 
er as advertised in the May issue of FFG. 







y & 


Grumman Aircraft Eng. Corp. 

Metal Boat Sales, Dept. FFG5 
Bethpage, L. I., New York 

Gentlemen: Please send me your free litera- 
ture as advertised in the May issue of FFG. 

New Brunswick Travel Bureau 
Deirt. 49X, Fredericton, N.B. Can. 

Gentlemen : Please send me your literature 
as advertised in the May issue of FFG. 


Wisconsin Conservation Dept. 

Room 24, State Office Bldg., Madison, Wis. 

Gentlemen: Please send me your free book- 
let as advertised in the May issue of FFG. 









“Buy U. S. Sayings Bonds 
during the Opportunity Drive,” 

SAY THESE LEADING AMERICANS 


WILLIAM GREEN, President, 
American Federation of Labor 



“For the working man, an increased in- 
vestment in U. S. Savings Bonds can mean 
not only increased security but increased 
ability to take advantage of the opportunities 
that are part of the American way of life.” 


WINTHROP W. ALDRICH, Chairman, 
Chase National Bank 



“I believe that every individual who can 
possibly do so should buy more U.S. Savings 
Bonds. These bonds represent one of the 
best investments of our time.” 


PHILIP MURRAY, President, 
Congress of Industrial Organizations 



“The C.I.O. has endorsed every effort to 
encourage the worker to put more of his 
earnings into U. S. Savings Bonds. They rep- 
resent both security and independence.” 


CHARLES F. BRANNAN 

Secretary of Agriculture 



“I am heartily in favor of the Opportunity 
Drive to buy more U. S. Savings Bonds. 
Everyone engaged in farming should recog- 
nize the importance of a backlog of invested 
savings as a means of realizing the agricul- 
tural opportunities of the future.” 


D uring May and June, the U. S. Savings Bond Oppor- 
tunity Drive is on ! 

It is called the Opportunity Drive— because it is truly an 
opportunity for you to get ahead by increasing your own per- 
sonal measure of financial security and independence. 

If you haven’t been buying Savings Bonds regularly, start 
now. 

If you have been buying them, add an extra Bond or two to 
your purchases this month and next. Remember— you’ll get 
back $4 for every S3 in a short ten years’ time ! 


Put More Opportunity 
in Your Future . . . 

INVEST IN U. S. SAVINGS BONDS 



Contributed by this magazine in cooperation with the 
Magazine Publishers of America as a public service. 


Ilariimiv’c pleasure DAAVC h For Hunters, Trappers, 
naramg S —profit DUUltd”" Fishermen, Campers, Etc. 



FUR FARMING 

by A. R. Hi 'ding 

New completely revised edition giv- 
ing up-to-date information on rais- 
ing feeding, breeding, bousing and 
Pelting the following animals: sil- 
ver. cross and blue fox, Kink, mar- 
ten. fisher, fitch, weasel, muskrat, 
beaver, otter, nutria, raccoon, opos- 
sum. skunk and badger: 448 pages, 
88 illus. , 18 cb. Price. 52.00. 



SCIENCE OF TRAPPING 

by E. Kreps 

Describes habits and distribution of 
fur animals including skunk, mink, 
weasel, marten, fisher, otter, beaver, 
muskrat., fox, wolf, bear, raccoon, 
budger, opossum, lynx and wildcat, 
illustrates their tracks, and tells 
bow to trap them; 229 pages, 23 
ch. 40 illus. Price. 51.10 



THE TRAPPER’S 
COMPANION 

Gives full particulars about traps, 
baits, scents, where and how to 
set for best results, etc. 160 
pages and over 100 illustrations. 
Paper bound. Price 50c. 







PRACTICAL MUSKRAT 
RAISING 

by E. J. Dailey 

Gives practical methods of raising, 
under natural conditions and in 
pens. Tells how to feed, ship stock 
and to make fences, dikes, ditches 
and dams: 130 pages, 22 illustra- 
tions, 11 chapters. Price 51.10 


•>-r 


MINK RAISING 

by L. H. Adams 

A book of practical, detailed in- 
formation, devoting 192 pages to 
raising mink with complete instruc- 
tions on feeding, housing, care of 
mother and young, methods of trap- 
ping alive, etc. Also 30 pages on 
MARTEN and FISHER raising. 
Many illustrations. Price, 51.50. 


RABBIT RAISING 

by Paul Sawin 

New revised edition of Rabbit 
liaising. Tells of market demands, 
breeds, foundation stock, breed- 
ing. bousing, killing and dressing, 
diseases, angora wool rabbits, 
castration, by-products, etc. 83 
pages. Price, 51 .00' postpaid. 


FERRET FACTS & 
FANCIES 

„ „ by A. R. Harding 

Tells bow to raise, breed, handle 
and sell: also fur value. Fitch 
raisers will find this book valuable 
ns fitch belong to the same fam- 
ily and are raised in the same 
manner. The book contains 214 
pages. 21 chapters and 49 illus. 

Price. 51-10 


LAND CRUISING 
& PROSPECTING 

by A. F. Wallace 

Practical information for Home- 
steaders. Prospectors, Trappers, 
Guides, etc. includes information on 
building cabins, what to take in 
your camp kit. how to sample ore. 
prospect for gold, furs, etc. 176 
pages. 20 cii.. 40 illus. Price. 51-10 


CAMP & TRAIL 
METHODS 

by E. Kreps 

Tells how to erect tents and shel- 
ters. how to build permanent log 
camps, how to make hunting boats, 
canoes, skis, toboggans, trail sleds, 
etc.along with valuable information 
about camping equipment, cooking 
etc. Trappers, hunters and campers 
will want this 274 page book with 
68 illus. and 19 cb. Price, 51.10 


SCIENCE OF FISHING 

by Lake Brooks 

A splendid book for those who have 
fished as well as those who never 
have. It gives detailed information 
on different types of tackle, baits, 
etc., also tells how to make same, 
how to fly. bait and surf cast, still 
fish, etc.: 258 pages, 22 chapters, 
100 illustrations. Price. 51.10 










DEADFALLS AND 
SNARES 

by A. R. Harding 

Splendid book on homemade traps, 
telling how and where to make, 
how to bait and where to set; 
232 pages. 28 chapters, 84 draw- 
ings and illustrations. Save money 
by making your own traps and 
snares. Price. 51.10 


WOLF 8C COYOTE 
TRAPPING 

by A. R. Harding 

Wolf and coyote are both cunning 
animals, but the methods given in 
this bonk ••get ’em." Government 
recommended scent recipes ex- 
plained, etc. ; 2172 pages, 21 chap- 
ters 41 illustrations, l’rice.51.10 


MINK TRAPPING 

by A. R. Harding 

Reliable information on where and 
how to set, including laud, water 
and blind sets, baits and scent to 
use. methods in Northern and 
Southern states, size and care of 
skins, etc.; 171 pages, 20 chap- 
ters. 50 illustrations. Price. 51.10 


50 YEARS A HUNTER 
AND TRAPPER 

by E. N. Woodcock 

This book gives a vast store of 
knowledge of the outdoors in the 
interesting and thrilling experiences 
of a real old-time trapper and 
hunter, E. N. Woodcock, in the 
Allegheny Mts. and other parts of 
D.S. during 50 years of active out- 
door life;31S pages. Price. 51.10 


CANADIAN WILDS 

by Martin Hunter 

The author was an employee of 
The Hudson Bay Co. for a num- 
ber of years, beginning about the 
time of the Civil War. He tells 
about tlie history of the Hudson 
Bay Company. Northern Indians 
and their ways of hunting, trap- 

otn * 97 7 . w, ..... 97 -I,-.. 


3001 QUESTIONS 
AND ANSWERS 

by A. R. Harding 

Many yeurs were required to collect 
this information (Encyclopedia) 
for Hunters, Trappers. “Gun 
Cranks", etc-.; 395 pages. In- 
formation carefully indexed for 
easy reference. Price. 51-10 


FUR BUYER’S GUIDE 

by A. R. Harding 

Contains complete instructions 
about buying, handling, grading 
raw furs, including sizes, color, 
quality, how. when and where to 
sell, etc. Trappers as well as fur 
buyers need this book. It contains 
370 pages, 160 illustrations. 35 
chapters. Price. 52.00. 




STEEL TRAPS 

rr 

fii| 



HOME TANNING 
and LEATHER 
MAKING GUIDE 

by Albert S. Farnham 
Information on how to tan and 
make leather from cattle, horse, 
call, sheep, goat, deer aud other 
hides; 200 pages, 40 illustra- 
tions. 20 chapters Price, 51.10 


HOME MANUFACTURE 
OF FURS 8C SKINS 

by Albert S. Farnliam 

Explains how to make more 
money out of your raw furs by 
binning, dyeing and me tiufactur- 

illustrations. Price, 51 .50. 


FOX TRAPPING 

by A. R. Harding 

Tells liow to trap different kinds of 
fox, describing land, water and 
snow sets, malting scent, and bait- 
ing traps, snaring, still bunting, 
etc. in shell a way that the per- 
son with little or no experience 
can out vit then : 179 pages, 22 
chapters 50 illustrations. 

Price. SI .10 


STEEL TRAPS 

by A. R. Harding 

This book describes the various 
makes of traps and illustrates how 
to t;t them, gives the correct size 
for different animals, etc. ; 333 
pages. 32 ch.. 130 Ulus. A splendid 
book for the amateur as well as the 
professional trapper. Price. 51.10 


TRAILS TO SUCCESS- 
FUL TRAPPING 

by V. E. Lynch 

Latest and most up-to-date meth- 
ods of preparing land, water and 
snow sets, tells how to make 
scents and trap mink, fox. coyote, 
wolf, opossum, 'coon, beaver, ot- 
ter and bear: 172 pages. 20 

chapters. 30 illus. Price, 51-10 


HUNTING DOGS 

by Oliver Hartley 

Describes in a practical manner 
the training, handling, breeding, 
care and treatment, also types 
best adapted for Nigln Hum mg 
as well as Gun dogs for Daylight 
Sport: 251 pages, 45 illustra- 
tions, 26 chapters. Price. 51.10 


GINSENG AND OTHER 
MEDICINAL PLANTS 

by A. R. Harding 

Tells bow to grow Ginseng and 
Goldenseal, illustrates and de- 
scribes these plants; also many 
other valuable roots and herbs; 
367 pages, 35 chapters, 100 il- 
lustrations. Price, 51.50 


All the above books are cloth bound, size 5"x7" (except RABBIT 
PANION). The books are sent postpaid in U.S., Canada and Foreign 


RAISING and TRAPPER’S COM- 
Countries at prices quoted above. 


FUR-FISH-GAME, 174 East Long St., Columbus 15, Ohio 





